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The past few decades have been witness to phenomenal changes in the 
health scenario, from an era of high mortality and morbidity to an era of 
control and curability of communicable diseases.  There is no panic about 

cholera, typhoid, hepatitis and polio, and many others are under control.  India 
has been declared 'polio free'. The advent of vaccine and antibiotics made this 
possible.

The World Health Organisation in its statistics report has referred to 
Epidemics of NCDs emerging or accelerating in most developing countries. 
NCDs constitute the leading cause of death and disabilities world over.  The 
disability adjusted life years (DALY) which was 1:0.5 in 1990 is expected to be 
1:2.3 by 2020.

The increase in NCDs is a result of increase in life expectancy, control of 
communicable disease and lifestyle changes.  The major NCDs are cancers, 
cardio-vascular diseases and diabetes.  Chronic respiratory diseases such as 
asthma and COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease), chronic liver 
diseases and mental disabilities related to age (geriatric) also form a part of 
NCDs.

The three major NCDs – cancer, cardiovascular diseases (CVD) and diabetes – 
are termed lifestyle diseases.  Lifestyle changes are basically related to improved 
socio-economic condition, urbanisation and industrialisation.   

Characteristics of NCDs
All major NCDs (cancer, CVD, diabetes) are related to lifestyle factors. The 

lifestyle factors are substance abuse (tobacco and alcohol), unhealthy dietary 
factors (high cholesterol and fatty food), lack of healthy living (sedentary 
habits), consumption of high calory food (obesity), and  lack of personal and 
sexual hygiene. Another important common factor for all the three major NCDs 
is the genetic component which, however, is a small component.  About 10 

Tobacco habit is a disease, 
must be stopped

Globally, with control of communicable disease, we see an 
increasing trend in non-communicable diseases (NCDs).  In 
India, however, control of communicable disease is only partial.  
We have therefore to bear the burden of existing communicable 
diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria and HIV and also the 
increasing burden of NCDs, says Dr V. Shanta
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From the editor

Even as social media takes charge, 
newspapers retain their charm

I recently read an interesting 
report on the Newspaper 
Association of America website 
by David Chavern, its president 
and CEO. Chavern had attended 
the Digital Publishing Innovation 
Summit in New York City a week 
earlier, a summit that explored 
key topics and trends affecting the 
digital publishing industry and 
where he spoke on a panel about 
how social publishing affects the 
future. Chavern believes there 
are three key points to consider if 
as a publisher you are looking to 
expand your presence on various 
social platforms.

First, always remain reader-
centric. The first thing Chavern says 
you should ask yourself is: What 
is my audience interested in? He 
urges publishers to look at audience 
habits, reader engagement, number 
of clicks and other key metrics to 
help understand what platforms 
make sense.  

Second, don’t be afraid 
to experiment. Although 
understanding readers and their 
preferences can help publishers 
make smart, informed decisions 
about which social platforms to 
devote time and dollars to, Chavern 
says it is difficult to figure out what 
will work if you don’t actually try 
it out. 

Third, if done right, social 
publishing can lead to new revenue 
opportunities. Publishing directly 
on social platforms or linking to 
articles via social media, Chavern 
says, requires a re-thinking or re-
structuring of a publisher’s pay-
wall system to ensure that enough 
information is being offered to social 
followers while still maintaining 
a level of exclusivity for paying 
subscribers.

Chavern’s views echo distinctly in 
an article by Ingrid Cobben on the 
WAN-IFRA website, which talks 
about  the reality journalists world 
over have to face today – news 
increasingly ‘breaking’ on social 
media platforms before publishers 
and broadcasters have even had a 
chance to get to the story. 

With Facebook Live enabling 
audiences to live stream, the role 
of the news industry to provide 
breaking news has changed, 
irrevocably, Cobben says. Advances 
in technology and platforms, and 
the actions of publishers – rather 
than consumer demand – are the 
main drivers behind the growth of 
online video, she adds, referring to 
the recently published Digital News 
Report 2016 by Oxford's Reuters 
Institute for the Study of Journalism.  

Indeed, so much has changed, and 
changed irrevocably, in the past two 
decades that it is oftentimes even 
difficult to believe. While today’s 
generation is moving more and 
more towards digital, there is still a 
large readership out there, certainly 
in India, that swears by print. 

It was in the midst of reading 
Chavern and Cobben’s views that 
I received an email from a veteran 
journalist. G.V. Krishnan retired in 
1998 as a Times of India correspondent 
after spending two decades with the 
newspaper, with postings in New 
Delhi, Bhopal, Chandigarh and 
Madras. He was earlier with the 
National Herald in New Delhi. 

As someone who had spent a life-
time in newspaper organisations 
– as reporter, sub-editor, and 
even as editor of a London-based 
fortnightly, the Afro-Asian Echo – 
Krishnan says his old-fashioned 
mind will not accept anything that 
isn't on newsprint as authentic news. 

Also, a newspaper, home-delivered 
or picked up from a news-stand, 
has a feel, a smell that no on-line 
creation can emulate, he stresses. 
How true!

Why freedom of the 
press is paramount

At a time when there is a lot of 
talk about freedom of the press 
here in India, and fierce debate 
about which TV anchor is right 
and who is wrong, etc, Krishnan’s 
memories of the time in 1975 when 
Emergency was declared in India, 
provide a sobering and chilling 
effect, and a reminder as well, that 
freedom of the media should never 
be curtailed. 

Referring to Sachidananda 
Murthy (New Delhi resident editor 
of The Week) writing recently about 
the night that the Emergency was 
declared, Krishnan says he is 
prompted to send me this note, 
about his experience that night. So, 
over to Krishnan: 

I was then on the reporting staff 
of the National Herald, identified 
as a Congress newspaper, though 
we, as staff members, took the 
task of reporting an assignment as 
professionally, as someone from the 
Hindustan Times or the The Times of 
India did. I had attended a public 
rally, addressed by Jayaprakash 
Narayan, at the Ramlila Maidan. It 
was at this rally that JP had given a 
call to the police and other officials, 
not to obey oral orders from their 
superiors. 

Thought it made a good headline – 
' Get it in writing'. I had even worked 
out the headline font-type (in which 
it would be set) – 72 point, bold, 
all caps. As I sat down at my desk, 
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inserted a blank white-sheet, typed 
the catch-line – JP's Call – on the 
sheet, the lights went off… never to 
come back again, for the next 24 hrs 
or was it more, I don't remember.

For, when the power supply on 
Delhi's Press Lane was resumed, 
the Emergency had been declared. 
The only newspaper that made the 
newsstand the next morning (well, 
barely made, for the copies were 
confiscated as soon as they were 
delivered) was The Motherland, which 
was printed at a press in Jhande-
wallah. The babus at the ministry, 
in their anxiety to switch off Press 
Lane, that is, Bahadur Shah Zafar 
Marg, simply forgot that yet another 
newspaper was being printed off the 
lane, at Jhandewallah. And that was 
how The Motherland hit the stand 
(well, nearly did, for moments after 
the copies were delivered – and a 
couple of them even found their way 

to the coffee house – the EB (electricity 
board) blokes realised their blunder. 
And lost no time in locking the stable 
after the horse had bolted.

A bit more, about the night when 
the Press Lane lights went off. At 
the newsroom, the adjacent desk 
was occupied by our crime reporter, 
D.K. Issar. He had a dinner date with 
the New Delhi police chief; Ohri, 
I believe, was his name. But Issar 
had his appointment cancelled at 
the last moment… thought nothing 
much of it… for police officers tend 
to get called out, now and then, for 
some errand. Ohri came back to the 
newsroom. 

Later, in the evening, when a  staff 
driver reported having seen a crowd 
of policemen hovering around the 
Daryagunj Police Station, Issar called 
his contacts at the station level, only to 
be stonewalled by otherwise friendly 
and, even chatty, police contacts. 

And then there was that particular 
friend who couldn't simply ignore 
Issar's call. He came on line to say 
that some 'anti-social' elements were 
being rounded up – the police officer 
could not afford to ignore Issar but 
was obliged not to reveal anything 
substantive. 

As it turned out, mid-night calls 
were made and the so-called anti-
socials being taken into custody 
included JP. As someone who stayed 
in a Rouse Avenue bungalow, allotted 
to the National Herald, adjacent to the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation, where 
JP was put up, I found that the 
lights outside JP's place, which were 
usually on, had been switched off. It 
wasn't till the next morning I came to 
know of the mid-night knock of the 
celebrity's door, staying a bungalow 
away from ours.
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per cent of patients have a genetic 
component. Lifestyle associated 
diseases are insidious in onset and 
take a long time to develop and, 
therefore, gives adequate chances/ 
time for prevention.

All the three NCDs have well-
documented risk factors and give 
opportunities to reduce them by 
changes in the environment, habit 
and diet (risk reduction). They 
are thus most suitable for primary 
prevention. The three major NCDs 
can be considered as global health 
emergencies since they cause 
premature deaths, increase poverty 
and ultimately impact national 
economy (especially in countries 
with limited resources). 

Incidence of cancer has shown a 
one per cent increase annually over 
the past 20 years.  Diabetes is on the 
rise. Preventive measures for NCD 
do not require five-star facilities 
and can be effectively implemented 
provided we have a master plan, 
committed staff and political will.

Tobacco control is crucial
Primary prevention is the 

elimination of /or protection from 
factors known or believed to be 
associated with the cause of the 
disease. For the three major NCDs, 
it is tobacco, alcohol, unhealthy 
dietary factors and unhealthy 
living. The vital component for 
the control of two major NCDs – 
cardio-vascular disease and cancer 
– is tobacco control.  Without 
tobacco control, control of cancer or 
CVD will be virtually impossible. 
Elimination of the tobacco habit 
needs aggressive public education. 
It is best that the education starts 
at the school level, and acquiring 
the habit should be prevented. 
The habit, if acquired, is difficult 
to withdraw. In my perception, 
tobacco habit is a disease and must 
be prevented.

The risk reduction in cancer by 
eliminating tobacco is significant. 
It can reduce over 30 per cent of 
tobacco-related cancers. Today,                

40 per cent of cancers in men and 
20 per cent of cancers in women are 
tobacco-related. The reduction in 
CVD can be significant except for 
those with a genetic component. 

Preventive programmes need years 
to achieve their goal and, therefore, 
do not get the support or attention 
that they deserve. The Tobacco Act 
came into force in 2003 after years 
of struggle. But the implementation 
has been inadequate. When a 
public litigation suit was filed for 
banning tobacco use in films, the 
verdict was that it interfered with 
'individual rights' and, therefore, 
could not be implemented. The 
fact that 'individual rights' impact 
human lives was not taken into 
consideration.

Strategies and ironies
Primary prevention has to be thus 

aggressive, including educational 
programmes by health promoters 
and educators. There must be 
screening programmes for early 
detection (secondary prevention) 
and a careful monitoring of 
prevalence of risk factors and 
disease (is an index of the control 

programme). Primary prevention 
of tobacco use is possible only if 
educational levels can be signifi-
cantly raised or there is a total ban 
of tobacco within the country.

Even in the United States, the 
tobacco lobby was very powerful 
and they faced many obstacles in 
tobacco control. They succeeded 
only because of the educational 
level of the population. But India 
is in a different situation, with poor 
educational levels – only 14 per cent 
are school- and college-educated. 
Also, unfortunately, literacy levels 
are taken as educational levels.

Tobacco is branded as a cash crop 
and its cultivation is supported by 
the government. At no point has 
there been any discouragement 
of the tobacco industry. Opium 
poppy is also a cash crop and 
banned, but not tobacco. Yet there 
is no difference in the devastation 
inflicted. Tobacco kills and maims 
far more than opium. It took years 
of hard labour to get a ban on 
tobacco smoking in pubic places 
and on tobacco advertisements.

Available statistics highlight 
the irony of tobacco control. The 

(Continued from page 1)

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n:

 A
ru

n 
Ra

m
ku

m
ar



5July-September 2016 VIDURA

Government of India has major 
programmes for development 
of tobacco growers and tobacco 
industries; 40000 hectares of land 
are devoted to tobacco cultivation. 
New tobacco research centres are 
being established. Tobacco growers 
are provided interest-free loans. 
Seedlings are given free of cost. The 
Tobacco Board honours the best 
growers.

The control of NCDs will depend 
on effective tobacco control. It has 
to be a multidisciplinary effort, not 
just by the health department but 
has also to include the departments 
of education, food, nutrition, 
communication, social welfare 
and others. Health education must 
comprise education on causes and 
awareness of diseases, awareness 
about the hazards of tobacco, the 
importance of healthy living, food 
habits and avoiding health-related 
risk habits. This should ideally and 
best be taken up at the school level 
for it to be effective/ successful.

Today, it is abundantly clear that 
preventive programmes have to be 
part and parcel of universal health, 
whether it is primary or tertiary care.  
They have to be multidisciplinary. 
Prevention programmes that 
include NCDs have necessarily to be 
a shared objective. The government 
alone will not be able to meet the 
challenge. The government has to 
work with corporates/ NGOs. The 
fact that this needs a committed, 
motivated team with a sense of 
mission, that this can be more easily 
found among NGOs and more 
effectively implemented by NGOs, 
is yet to be appreciated and needs 
to be considered by experts.

Concept of health screening
Health screening is the obvious 

corollary in preventive action.  It 
can be very useful and constitutes 
the best insurance against certain 
accessible cancers, namely oral 
cancer, uterine cervical cancer and 
breast cancer. 

Screening programmes can 
effectively reduce morbidity and 
mortality due to cancer. They can 

detect three to four times as many 
pre-cancers as invasive cancers 
and thus prevent cancer in such 
patients. 

Screening also helps in early 
detection of the disease, at a stage 
when 100 per cent cure is possible. 
The fatality rate of cases detected 
in screening programmes is low 
(one-tenth) compared to that 
diagnosed in the non-screened 
population. Screening of high-risk 
groups is certainly possible and it 
must be encouraged by educational 
programmes.

Prevention of disease depends 
on scientific knowledge and 
observance of a few simple 
disciplines. The pleasures that are 
forgone are nothing compared to 
what can be avoided or prevented. 
Prevention is better than cure. This 
is as true if not more in cancer than 
in any other disease. 

It is my perception that health 
care programmes have to go side 
by side / parallel with educational 
programmes at the secondary school 
level. Preventive programmes 
should be integrated with the 
routine health delivery system. 
This will reduce costs but needs to 
be carefully worked out.

Amartya Sen, at the Dr K.S. San-
jeevi Endowment Lecture on Health 
and Society, said that although 
health has been categorised as 
a human right it needed “fuller 
recognition”, of health as a human 
right. He believes that universal 
health coverage may help the 
situation. I am afraid this is a 
Utopian dream. With the widening 
economic gap and an economic 
divide in every aspect of human 
life, food, health and education, I 
cannot see any light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

Having dealt with factual data, 
I wish to highlight certain home 
truths for the consideration of 
health planners:

The government and health • 
planners must be aware 
of certain basic facts about 
NCDs if they are genuine 
about the control of NCDs

Lifestyle diseases (NCDs) • 
are preventable. By not 
preventing them, we are 
only increasing preventable 
morbidities
At present, preventive • 
programmes are hampered 
by the powerful lobbies of 
tobacco, alcohol and food 
industries. Unless we are 
able to get over this, control 
will be difficult
In any health programme, • 
one must work towards a 
goal/ target, which is lacking 
in our projects
The American Cancer Society • 
worked towards reducing 
tobacco use, and the rate in 
the US has come down from 
52 per cent to 23 per cent. In 
the UK, it has come down 
from 61 per cent to 28 per 
cent
WHO’s vision is to cut • 
preventable deaths by 25 
per cent by 2025. India has 
no time-bound policies for 
NCDs
In assessing progress in • 
health care, the standard 
health care indicators are 
population reduction (family 
planning), gender ratio 
(female infanticide), maternal 
and infant mortality, and life 
expectancy
Let us work with 50 per cent • 
reduction in the tobacco habit, 
which will automatically be 
reflected in reduction in the 
three major NCDs

(The writer is chairman, Cancer 
Institute (WIA), Chennai. She is a 

recipient of the Padma Shri, Padma 
Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan and 

Ramon Magsaysay Award.)

<
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Crowd-funding becomes, in effect, an extension of public participation, with the community pitching 
in anonymously (without expectations of publicity in return, unlike business sponsors)  for supporting  
ventures that are seen as ‘part of  promoting the public good’, whether they are about disseminating 
information or entertainment. What such initiatives prove is that it is possible to find alternatives 
to corporate financial backing, and prioritise ethical values, even in today’s business-dominated 
environment, in all fields, including the media, says Sakuntala Narasimhan 

Oh for the sake of media 
with a conscience

In a modest, unpretentious 
room set back along a quiet 
street in Oxford (UK), a small  

group of employees working  as a 
cooperative  publishes  a magazine 
named New Internationalist, which 
has been described by Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu as an 
“independent, lively and properly 
provocative” publication  reporting 
on “important developments in 
different parts of the world that risk 
marginalisation”. Based on well-
researched investigations of each 
issue, the publication focuses on 
‘matters that matter’, whether they 
be the  unreported dimensions of 
the war in Syria,  the refugee crisis 
in Europe, or the truth about the 
plunder of  developing countries’ 
natural resources by multinational 
corporations.  Writers from 44 
countries contribute to the reports.

 Halfway across the world, in 
a compact upstairs office along 
a busy road in south Bengaluru, 
another group of reporters-editors 
puts out stories  under the Citizen 
Matters banner (http://oorvani. 
org. in), covering a wide spectrum  
of topics  ranging from the life of 
garment factory workers (who  
recently went on a massive protest 
march in the city protesting against  
the imposition of unfair rules) 
to issues such as how to obtain 
legal documents for apartment 
ownership without greasing the 
palms of  corrupt employees at 
the city municipal  corporation 
(described by a former lokayukta, 

no less, as a “den of corruption”).
The New Internationalist Gro-

up is in the developed West, 
and Citizen Matters is from the 
developing world in the East; they 
are separated by tens of thousands 
of miles, but the two groups have 
much in common -- they put out 
stories that mainstream media do 
not give sufficient importance to, 
even though the issues concern 
tens of millions of citizens. Both are  
media  award winners --  Amnesty 
International’s Media Award and  
a UN Award  for Contributions to 
Global Peace and Development, 
for the New Internationalist, 
and the Manthan Award 2014  
from the Digital Empowerment 
Foundation for Citizen Matters, and  
commendation  for its  team as a 
finalist at the “innovation for good”  
award in Sweden (to mention just a 
few of the awards won by both) .  

More significantly, both depend 
on reader support to stay afloat, 
consciously eschewing corporate 
sponsorship. Both are part of a 
globally growing segment of the 
media that is “a media baron and 
corporate advertising free zone” 
as NI puts it. Crowd-funding is an 
emerging concept that avoids the 
pitfalls of pressures from corporate 
owners, the obsession with 
advertising revenues to generate 
profits, and partisan reporting 
based on the political leanings of the 
media’s owners/ editors.  

NI reports over 450 donors 
worldwide and has survived for 

43 years as a publication; over 190 
people sent in $ 9,455 once, to fund 
investigative reports. Likewise, 
Oorvani  Foundation was  recently  
able to raise  over 2.3  lakhs  through  
contributions from  hundreds of 
readers who wished  to support  this 
kind of independent journalism.

The average reader (or viewer of 
television) may not  even  be aware 
of the extent to which corporate 
entities and vested interests (many 
with political agendas) enjoy 
clout in deciding  media content  
and coverage. Check out the 
website http://www.newslaundry.
c o m / 2 0 1 4 / 0 2 / 0 5 / w h o - o w n s -
your-media-4?ref=attn_artcl for 
interesting details about  who 
owns what paper  or magazine or 
TV channel, with details of their 
shares, and the stakes that their 
close family members have. 

If a company or corporation  has 
made major investments in a media 
enterprise, it would naturally not 
want reportage  that shows its 
business dealings in a poor light.  
(Imagine Reliance allowing, or 
approving of, news items criticizing 
its questionable deals, in media  
enterprises that it has invested in; 
how much unbiased reportage can 
one expect when a Rajya Sabha 
MP, son of a state chief minister, 
or grand nephew of a Tamil Nadu 
politician, all have stakes in a TV 
channel or news publication?) 

Corporate ownership of, and pre-
ssures on, the media are wider than 
the public realises;   independent 
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journalism is in fact seen by many 
as ‘an endangered species’. Also, if 
a spokesperson for a political party 
is the political editor for a leading 
mainstream paper, how much 
unbiased analysis can one expect? 
In the media today, generating 
profits, and increasing circulation 
figures (or viewership ratings 
for electronic media)  dictate 
content, not an agenda for  ‘social 
betterment’, pulling up wrong 
doing, or mustering  popular 
support for community enterprises 
seeking to assert citizens’ rights. 
Which is why enterprises like the 
New Internationalist and Citizen 
Matters seek alternative funding 
models and non-conventional 
sources of support to keep them 
going. 

As Noam Chomsky, inter-
nationally acclaimed academic 
and outspoken author says, “It 
is critical now, more than ever 
before, to support ‘people-centred 
global views’…” -- views that 
don’t   get covered by mainstream 
media, because the voices of the 
marginalised  do not generate ad 

revenues. Should journalism put 
ethics as a criterion in professional 
investigation, rather than mere 
financial profits (for which spicy 
news and sensationalism become 
easy pathways)? Media based on 
crowd-funding says it is possible to 
uphold ethical values while putting 
out information for the greater 
good.

The San Francisco Chronicle turned 
to crowd-funding last year, to 
raise $ 1,500 from readers to fund 
investigations  to generate stories 
that needed to be  covered and told 
(on immigration regulations, for 
example). Readers sent amounts 
ranging from $ 5 to $ 25, and it 
all adds up.  The San Francisco 
Bay Guardian turned to crowd-
funding when the publication 
faced closure last year and the jobs 
of the staff were threatened. Citizen 
Matters raised Rs 1.5 lakhs from 
just 38 donors recently to fund its 
investigative stories (many of which 
have been based on  excellent, 
diligent research compared to 
mainstream  media reports). 
Oorvani Foundation’s appeal for 

citizens’ donations stresses that the 
internet initiative (they stopped 
distributing hard copies some 
years ago) “bats for open data 
access” (which mainstream media 
do not always promise, unless 
there is some sensational angle to 
an exposure). “We're a media baron 
and corporate advertising free 
zone,” as NI  puts it.

Predictably, both New Inter-
nationalist and Citizen Matters 
stretch their agendas to cover not 
just information  dissemination but 
also activism that helps deserving 
causes --  the former lists ‘ethical 
jobs’ and  an ‘ethical goods shop’, 
and publicises endeavours such 
as fair returns to the farmer; it 
also brings out a ‘no nonsense’ 
series of booklets that demystifies 
global issues in economics, politics, 
science and environment. Likewise, 
Oorvani Foundation helps  promote 
projects such as a marathon for 
creating awareness about health 
issues and raise money for deserving 
causes.  It also holds training 
workshops for citizen journalists, to 
encourage them to become part of a 

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n:

 A
ru

n 
Ra

m
ku

m
ar



8 July-September 2016VIDURA

participative community initiative 
for social betterment through the 
use of the media. 

Citizen Matters is also scrupulous 
about disclosure (when one of its 
advisors stood for election, and CM 
carried an analysis of the candidates’ 
agendas, for instance). Citizen 
Matters also has partnerships 
with regional and small neighbor-
hood  publications (including 
Kannada media) for sharing its 
contents – Citizen Matters does 
the legwork and research, the 
Kannada paper gets reports worth 
publicising. New Internationalist 
goes a step further  than just 
depending on crowd funding, it 
asks its readers for comments and 
suggestions through  surveys and 
questionnaires, on what the reader 
wants (user-tailored content, as it 
puts it) , which is more than what 
one can expect  from  corporate-
funded, mainstream media.

Womensenews, another initiative 
based in the United States, likewise, 
seeks donations from readers to 
keep its pioneering news series 
(based on promoting gender equity, 
whether it is pay inequities in the 
US or social restrictions  on women 
in parts of the world  where right-
wing  fundamentalism is raising 
its head) going. Donations from 
loyal supporters trickle in, adding 
up to tens of thousands of dollars. 
What such initiatives prove is that 
it is possible to find alternatives 
to corporate financial backing, 
and prioritise ethical values, even 
in today’s business-dominated 
environment in all fields, including 
the media. 

In a sense, increasing circulation 
is itself a form of crowd-funding 
because the earnings from sales 
of copies generates funds to keep 
the project going. But predictably, 
for crowd-funded media, their 
circulation and sales figures cannot 
match those of mainstream media 
because ads generate huge revenues 
for the latter (the cost of advertising 
in mainstream newspapers  like 
The Times of India, runs to lakhs, 
typically Rs 1500 per sq cm – plus 

there is the concept of ‘advertorial’ 
inserts that do not always proclaim 
their advertising nature). 

Those who subscribe to the New 
Internationalist or Down to Earth (a 
fortnightly magazine from the Centre 
for Science and Environment, Delhi 
– which made news recently with 
its test report on harmful chemicals 
in bread, leading to an immediate 
government order banning the  use 
of the chemical forthwith), pay for 
these publications because they 
believe in the goals upheld by such 
media. Popular support is their only 
source of sustenance.

A slightly dissenting comment 
comes from Sucheta Dalal, founder-
editor of website Money Life, who 
says “crowd-funding  does not 
work in India” – however, readers 
contributions (tax deductible)  are 
solicited and do come in, to fund not 
only ML’s news coverage (which is 
excellent, exposing many wrong 
doings that mainstream media do 
not always focus on adequately) 
but also its seminars, public lectures 
by eminent experts, legal advice to 
readers,  and workshops in different 
cities giving useful information to 
the public  on tax matters. 

As one reader put it, “If we 
get useful information, we must 
be prepared to contribute to its 
generation and is sustenance, this 
is better than relying on corporate-
backed mainstream  media.”  
Perhaps it is an Indian trait, that 
we like to receive but do not relish 
giving, even for deserving causes.

Crowd-funding has been used 
not only for media support but 
also in other areas where activism 
is one dimension of the initiative – 
musicians, especially pop and rock 
musicians, have turned to crowd-
funding to bring out albums (with 
themes relating to activism or social 
injustice) without depending on 
conventional record companies 
which (naturally and predictably) 
look for the profit angle before 
offering a contract. Kickstarter, 
artistshare and other websites 
enable musicians to bypass record 
labels. 

<

According to details put out 
on the Internet, more than 2.5 
million people have backed 30000 
projects, short films, record albums, 
animation films, and helped in 
raising millions. 

(The writer, based in Bengaluru, is 
a recipient of the Media Foundation’s 

Chameli Devi Award for Outstanding 
Woman Journalist 1983 and the 

PUCL National Award for Human 
Rights Journalism. Her fortnightly 

columns on gender issues and 
consumer rights ran in the Deccan 

Herald for 27 years. She had earlier 
worked for The Times of India in 

Mumbai.)

As Mint completes a decade of 
existence next year, it sees a few 
structural changes which includes the 
appointment of Anil Padmanabhan 
as executive editor and Sundeep 
Khanna as National Corporate 
editor. Padmanabhan, who has been 
with Mint since its inception, and 
also manages many of the special 
projects, will now be executive 
editor and responsible for all news 
operations across platforms. Khanna, 
who has been running Livemint will 
step in to address gaps in corporate 
coverage.

Jose Tharakan, who runs the 
integrated desk, will now in his new 
role as assistant managing editor, 
Digital, be in charge of Livemint as 
well as all related digital properties. 
Ira Dugal has been promoted and 
will now be deputy managing editor. 
She will continue to run Mumbai 
and Ahmedabad. Anil Penna has 
been promoted will now be deputy 
managing editor. He will run Mint 
Asia, Mint’s rewrite desk, and also 
oversee special projects and reports 
for Mint Asia. Naresh Mathur has 
been promoted as the head of 
the integrated copy desk. Ashish 
Kumar Mishra will don the role as 
deputy editor. Monika Halan will be 
designated consulting editor.

   Courtesy: exchange4media.com

Structural changes 
at Mint

<
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‘Most journalists still care about 
accuracy, quality’

They say a journalist should 
have knowledge that is 
comprehensive. You are 

expected to report on a wide gamut 
of subjects, from the sublime to 
the ridiculous, and you need to 
be genuinely knowledgeable to 
be able to do so. Do you think 
reporters and sub-editors today, 
even in some of the leading news 
publishing houses, are falling 
short? 

I think journalists today need 
to know more than we ever did.  
Here in the US and Europe, where 
newsrooms are shrinking, most 
journalists are being asked to do 
more—and that includes covering 
stories outside their particular areas 
of interest and expertise.  Plus, 
thanks to the Internet, we never 
have been more accountable to our 
readers.  Mistakes, even little ones, 
get noticed.  So yes, we sometimes 
fall short.  However, I find that most 
journalists still care about accuracy. 
We want to find out the truth and 
report it accurately.  I cannot say 
the same for some of our online 
competitors. 

Many of our reporters, including 
those who work for top news-
papers, do not know the rules 
enough, and certainly not how to 
handle sensitive issues. Journalists 
have a role in society and one of 
it is being responsible. What are 
your views?

I teach media ethics, so I confess 
my biases. From my perspective, 
ethics in journalism have never been 
more important.  Ethics are what 

differentiate professional journalists 
from someone on Facebook.  I am 
encouraging our clients to consider 
workshops on ethics because with 
the speed of the Internet, we face new 
challenges.  Do we try to compete on 
speed, even if we are not certain of 
the facts?  Do our usual standards 
for taste, especially in handling 
violent or graphic content, still 
apply?  And how do we deal with 
the negative side of social media 
and online comments?  We need to 
give our reporters a moral compass 
to help them get through this maze.

In today’s mad scramble for news 
and bytes, ‘checking’, ‘condensing’ 
and ‘clarifying’ have taken a back 
seat. How many young reporters 
today thoroughly know the subject 
they are covering, or even make an 
honest attempt to understand it?

I find that most reporters still care 
a lot about these things.  However, 
we ask so much of them.  We want 
a deep, contextual story for print, 
utilising the latest techniques of data 
journalism.  Plus, we something 
quick for the web, perhaps even live 
blogging.  Of course, we want them 
on social media.  

We want them shooting video.  
Now we want them to think in 
terms of live video.  The list keeps 
growing. In Newsplex, we have 
been working on these issues for 
more than a decade.  I think the 
inescapable conclusion is that we 
need to restructure and redefine our 
newsrooms.  Reporters cannot do 
everything.  Our subeditors need to 
become story builders and I would 

Randy D. Covington, Newsplex director, College of Information and Communications, University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, USA, was in Chennai recently to conduct a training programme on writing for the web. Sashi Nair 
emailed Covington a few questions, some quite pointed, and he responded. Newsrooms in the future, according to 
him, will be more collaborative and success will depend upon teams, not individual journalists

argue the role of the researcher is 
more important than ever.  

Newsrooms in the future will be 
more collaborative and success will 
depend upon teams, not individual 
journalists.  

Good stories need devoted 
hard work. Not many today have 
the patience for legwork and the 
desire to put in hard hours of work 
to get to the bottom of a story; they 
prefer Googling up information 
or using the mobile phone to 
network and put together a hastily 
written piece. Would you agree?

I don’t like generalisations.  We 
do live in a fast-paced world and 
the news cycle is unyielding.  To be 
competitive, we have to produce 
stories quickly.  That is a fact of 
life for journalists in 2016, but that 
doesn’t mean everybody wants to 
work this way.  In my travels, I find 
journalists who very much care 
about the quality of their journalism.  
As publishers, we need to find the 
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Randy D. Covington.
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Randy Covington (seated, centre) with journalists at a training programme conducted recently by WAN-IFRA in Chennai.

right balance in our newsrooms 
between speed and depth.  We need 
journalists who can work fast, but 
we also need journalists who can 
produce content that nobody else 
has.  To be successful in the future, 
we need both kinds of journalists.  

There is widespread agreement 
both within the profession and 
among the public, at least in 
India, that media output has 
been deteriorating in terms of 
both language and substance. 
The record of our news media on 
accuracy even at the most basic 
level of journalism – reporting 
on a routine event – is not very 
inspiring.  What has been your 
experience, worldwide?

You have identified a worldwide 
problem and I see several trends 
in play.  First, and most obviously, 
is speed. If someone has to write 
something in five minutes, it will 
not be as well written (or as well 
researched) as something that he 
or she labours over for five hours.  
Secondly, the economic pressures 
on newsrooms have taken a toll on 

the copy desk.  The safety net that 
once existed in most newsrooms 
is barely present today in many 
newspapers.  Finally, the public 
dialogue has become more like pop 
culture. We don’t read nearly as 
many novels as we do Tweets and 
Facebook posts. The audience often 
wants short stories so they can hurry 
off to something else.  Journalism 
has changed, but it is not clear to 
me if the public thinks this is a bad 
thing. For what it’s worth, I find at 
my university in the US that writing 
skills among my students actually 
seem to be improving, so there is 
hope. 

Increasing ‘corporatisation’ of 
media houses has meant HR de-
partments rather than editors 
choose employees. Or is it not 
so? Do you feel corporates or 
companies owning media houses 
is good for journalism. Wouldn’t 
credibility suffer?

Corporations can run fine media 
organisations and the resources 
those corporations can provide 
often are badly needed.  

So the corporatisation of media 
houses is not intrinsically a bad 
thing.  However, personally, I find 
it easier to work with newspapers 
that still are family-owned. They 
tend to care more about the quality 
of their journalism.  As for the 
hiring process, I find that corporate 
HR directors can be helpful and the 
desire to bring more women and 
minorities into our newsrooms, 
something they often champion, is 
a very good thing.  

Newsrooms are increasingly 
outsourced. This includes editorial 
functions considered journalism’s 
core. Would this not affect the 
quality of output?

We live in challenging times.  I 
wish that media organisations, 
especially here in the US, were 
financially stronger. But they are 
not and that inevitably means 
something has to be cut. I find 
that most publishers and editors 
try to protect the core function of 
newsgathering by outsourcing 
things like page design or 
copyediting.  The outsourcing 
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may have a negative impact, but 
I understand the justification 
in a less than ideal world.  A 
beautifully designed page means 
little if it is filled with press agency 
copy.  Protecting the quality of 
our journalism should be our top 
priority and I understand the 
difficult decisions that sometimes 
must be made to accomplish this.  

Keeping up with the pace 
of change is a huge challenge 
for editors all over the world. 
Obviously, there can be no one 
success formula, but what are 
some of the things publishers and 
editors can do to attract readers 
and make the offerings relevant?

Here’s a quick checklist of five 
questions that I think will be 
helpful:

- Is our journalism offering 
value beyond what our competitors 
are offering? We need to be able to 
answer ‘yes’ to this question or we 
will become irrelevant in a world 
where there are so many sources of 
news.  

- Have we restructured our 
newsroom and workflows to meet 
the needs of all our audiences, not 
just print readers?  This is a hard 
one because it requires change 
and journalists don’t like change, 
at least in their newsrooms, but it 
is necessary.  As we talk to clients 
in the US and Europe about their 
experience in this process, they 
inevitably say they wish they had 
gone faster.  

- Are we reaching readers where 
they are? We no longer can assume 
they will come to us in print, so 
we need strategies for online and 
especially social media.  

- Is our relationship with our 
readers two-way? Are we listening 
to them?  Are we offering them 
ways to contribute ideas and 
sometimes even content? This 
sort of relationship breeds loyalty 
that will be essential to our future 
viability. 

- Are we thinking multi-media? 
Newspapers no longer can think of 

themselves as words and pictures.  
I just was in India to do workshops 

on writing for the web. In preparing, 
I looked at media usage statistics 
for India and I was quite surprised.  
I had assumed that with slow 
connection speeds, there would not 
be significant consumption of online 
video.  In fact, according to the web 
research organisation Statista, 84 
per cent of Internet users in India 
watch video online.  That is a higher 
percentage than in the US, which 
is at 80 per cent.  So a multimedia 
strategy will be important to your 
success. 

Is data journalism here to stay? 
You can get readers hooked to 
statistics if the presentation is 
simple and analytical, isn’t it? Just 
like infographics that has now 
come into its own. 

The true value in data journalism 
is not a column of statistics, but 
rather the insights they can provide.  
Data can help us find and tell 
better stories.  In the search for the 
truth, data can provide convincing 
insights.  As The Guardian in the UK 
once said, data are “sacred” to good 
journalism.  

Today’s reporters and editors 
use Twitter and Facebook. How 
useful is social media for good 
journalism? 

Social media are very useful.  All 
too often, newspapers view social 
media simply as promotional 
platforms.  While that is one role, 
there are several others.  Social can 
provide story ideas, improving the 
quality of our journalism.  They 
can provide insights, experiences, 
pictures and videos.  Plus, they 
can help us create a relationship 
with our readers.  All of these are 
important to our future success.

Would you say that digital 
training is a must for reporters 
today if they have to survive in the 
newsroom? 

The challenge facing newspapers 
is to change from a culture focused 
on print to one that is focused on 
the reader. We need to provide our 
journalism to our readers where 
they are spending their time.  
Training can be helpful to this 
newsroom transformation, plus it 
will make your journalists better.

Any words of advice you’d like 
to give young journalists? 

I tell my students this is a great 
time to go into journalism.  Our role 
in society is crucial and we never 
have had so many tools or ways to 
tell a story.  Journalism always has 
been a lot of fun and it still is, but 
it admittedly is harder than it once 
was.

<

Senior journalist Bobby Ghosh has replaced outgoing editor-in-chief 
Sanjoy Narayan of Hindustan Times. Ghosh was managing editor of the 
business news website, Quartz. He was previously Time Magazine's World 
editor and was the first non-American to be appointed in the role. He has 
previously been Time's Baghdad Bureau chief, and one of the longest-serving 
correspondents in Iraq. He has written stories from other conflict areas, like 
Palestine and Kashmir.  Ghosh has also worked for Time Asia and Time 
Europe and has covered subjects as varied as technology, soccer , business 
and social trends. He started his career as a journalist with Deccan Chronicle 
at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, India. His Baghdad journalism has 
included profiles of suicide bombers and other terrorists, stories about 
extraordinary Iraqis and also political figures.

                    Courtesy: exchange4media.com

Bobby Ghosh is HT editor-in-chief

<
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A penchant for hype and 
sensationalism 

Partab Ramchand reflects on almost a half century of sports writing and has no qualms saying that 
the standards have fallen over the years. Truth is often the first casualty of some of the reports today 
and little attention is given to facts, figures and statistics. Publish and be damned seems to be the 
motto, he says

Forty-eight years! Has it really 
been that long since I entered 
the world of journalism? And 

yet in my mind’s eye it seems only 
yesterday that I entered Express 
Estates in Madras in June 1968 for 
the first time. I was sent by P.N. 
Sundaresan, cricket correspondent 
of The Hindu, to meet N.S. 
Ramaswami, assistant editor, 
Indian Express, for an interview to 
explore the possibility of joining 
that newspaper as a rookie sports 
reporter. I was a nervous 19-
year-old matriculate in the days 
when the minimum qualification 
for becoming a journalist was a 
graduate. Still, perhaps, those 
in charge were pleased with my 
reports over a few days of covering 
the local hockey and football 
matches and I was told I was being 
taken in as an apprentice sports 
reporter on a salary of Rs 200 
per month plus Rs 75 travelling 
allowance. My immediate reaction 
was to be thankful for having taken 
a keen interest in sports from a 
very young age and the strong 
grounding given in English by Don 
Bosco School in Egmore.

Yes, it certainly was a very 
different world, the world of 1968. 
Citing a few events of the time 
would perhaps be the best way to 
illustrate this. Robert Kennedy had 
just been assassinated, the United 
States was in turmoil over the 
Vietnam War, Harold Wilson was 
Britain’s prime minister, Indira 
Gandhi had not yet consolidated her 
position as India's prime minister, 
Bangladesh was still East Pakistan, 
the Beatles were close to breaking 

up, England were the World Cup 
football champions, India were the 
reigning Asian Games and Olympic 
hockey champions and the Nawab 
of Pataudi was firmly entrenched as 
India’s cricket captain.

With reference to my own 
profession, reports were still being 
sent through telegram or teleprinter 
– woefully outmoded forms of 
communication by today’s slick 
standards when this field has seen 
such extraordinary advances over 
the years. Reports were hammered 
out on old typewriters. The desk 
‘subbed’ reports on paper and 
the edited copy was given to the 
press where it had to be set in an 
elephantine linotype machine. 
The product was then given to the 
proof readers while the headline 
was given to another machine for 
printing. The pages were made on a 
‘stone’ and when that was done, the 
page was given to us for one final 
look for correcting obvious errors. I 
still wince when I think of the fumes 
emanating from the machines or the 
ink from the proofs that had to be 
later washed from our hands. 

Now that I have retired, I can look 
back on the long road, full of bumps 
and smooth rides, highs and lows, 
ups and downs, glorious moments 
and disappointments. Well, that’s 
what life is all about anyway and 
my years as a sports writer have 
been pretty much like a rollercoaster 
ride. I suppose this is true of any 
profession. However, I can speak 
with some conviction about my own 
profession. 

The kind of work the sub does at 
the desk can be pretty mundane and 

so one must inject some enthusiasm 
into it. It is a challenge to cram in so 
many news items into two pages of 
sports and the chopping of copies 
so that they fit in the limited space 
available could be a bit of a problem 
particularly when one is racing 
against time.

Overall then, the reporting aspect 
of journalism would appear to be 
the better proposition though I 
always felt that to be a complete 
journalist one must wear two 
hats – that of a reporter and a sub. 
There is little doubt that reporting 
presents the more glamorous touch 
associated with journalism as one 
rubs shoulders with the big names 
in the sporting world, writes about 
their exploits and achievements 
and covers international matches. 

I was on both duties and I must 
say that making a colourful, 
balanced page could be a fulfilling 
task. But like most journalists I too 
was happier being on the reporting 
beat. Sports writing can be both 
a frustrating and exhilarating 
experience. At times the words 
would just flow off the typewriter 
while at other times one could 
struggle for the proper intro. Giving 
an apt headline too could present a 
problem.

 As only to be expected, I have had 
more than my share of interviews 
with sporting superstars. I grew 
up in the Sixties as a young sports 
follower and have enjoyed the 
good fortune of talking to three 
of the superstars of that decade – 
Muhammad Ali, Gary Sobers and 
Rod Laver.  Pele sadly was a major 
miss. And though my travelling 

SPORTS WRITING
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assignments were rather limited, I 
have been witness to innumerable 
great events. Pride of place I 
suppose will still go to Tied Test 
II played at the cauldron that was 
the MA Chidambaram Stadium in 
September 1986. The list is quite 
endless but I will just mention one 
other really significant sporting 
encounter – India’s comeback 
victory over Brazil in the Davis 
Cup World Group play-off tie in 
Chennai in 2010 when the home 
team turned a 0-2 deficit into a 3-2 
triumph.        

An interesting off shoot from 
being a sports writer is the uplifting 
thought that you helped someone 
get a job by your timely publicity. 
Frequently, there have been cases of 
two applicants for the same job but 
the newspaper cutting highlighting 
his achievement in the sports arena 
has helped one person gain the 
decisive edge over the other at the 
interview.

 I would like to think that I have 
done a good deal of creative sports 
writing in the last decade when I 

<

have been freelancing following 
my retirement. Away from the time 
pressures, I have been able to write 
on a variety of subjects but still the 
focus has been on sports.

As one who has spent a good 
many years in the profession I have 
no qualms in saying that generally 
speaking the standard of sports 
writing has fallen over the years. 
Under the guise of investigative 
reporting, irresponsible, 
imbalanced and even outrageous 
reports are carried in newspapers 
and magazines, on television and 
the Internet. 

I have been associated with various 
media and I continue to closely 
monitor the writings that appear 
in the print and electronic media 
and on the Internet. While there are 
the odd pieces that are presented 
in the best traditions of responsible 
journalism – interspersed with the 
right choice of words and colourful 
phrases that sports writers of 
yore may not have used – overall, 
however, the standards were higher 
when I started out in the profession. 
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Truth is often the first casualty of 
some of the reports today and little 
attention is given to facts, figures 
and statistics. Publish and be 
damned seems to be the motto.

I suppose the ever-increasing 
competition among the various 
sections of the media is in a way 
responsible for the falling standards 
where in a dog-eats-dog world 
every reporter and editor wants 
to outbid the other in a bid for 
the sensational story angle. Three 
decades ago, sobriety and caution 
were the watchwords, now the nod 
is more towards sensationalising 
a story and needless  banner 
headlines. 

A newspaper of repute carried a 
page one banner headline in 2004 
that read KARACHI CAPTURED. 
To me, it brought back memories 
of the 1971 Bangladesh liberation 
war during which the newspaper 
I worked for carried headlines  
such as CHITTAGONG BOMBED, 
JESSORE FALLS and COMILLA 
TAKEN. The over-hyped and in a 
way vulgarly irresponsible headline 
in 2004 was with reference to India’s 
victory over Pakistan at Karachi in 
a one-day match. That is what for 
me symbolised the lack of sobriety 
and balance and the marked tilt 
towards sensationalism.

In this mad scramble, even the 
standard of English has gone 
down in sports writing, the correct 
grammar and sentence composition 
frequently is given the go by. But 
the optimist that I am, I would like 
to think that this is a passing phase 
in sports journalism. That the good 
old days of S.K. Gurunathan, P.N. 
Sundaresan, K.N. Prabhu, A.F.S. 
Talyarkhan, N.S. Ramaswami and 
Ron Hendricks, and balanced 
reporting, are bound to return, 
marking the end of this phase of 
writing with a penchant for hype 
and sensationalism.

(The writer is a senior journalist who 
covers sport and cinema.)
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Today, the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM) has 53 
members. More than 200 of 

their representatives gathered in 
Guangzhou on May 9-10 for the 
Media Dialogue on Connectivity 
held for Promoting Public 
Awareness and Partnership. It 
was a milestone on the eve of the 
ASEM’s 11th summit scheduled 
in Ulaan Baatar, Mongolia, in July 
this year. The Dialogue was hosted 
by China and co-sponsored by 
Mongolia, Pakistan, New Zealand 
and Singapore.

In the course of its journey 
towards a comprehensive partner-
ship between Asia and Europe, 
connectivity has emerged as 
the priority. The importance 
of connectivity for economic 
prosperity and sustainable develo-
pment was emphatically reiterated 
at the 10th summit in Milan. This 
has given rise to a debate on making 
ASEM the 'institutional home of 
connectivity', which continued in 
Guangzhou, albeit in the context 
of the Media Dialogue. It is certain 
to be more intensely deliberated at 
the upcoming Asia-Europe Editors’ 
Roundtable on Digital Connectivity 
in Ulaan Baatar.

Connectivity, doubtless, is 
inconceivable without having 
media as, at least, a stakeholder 
if not a partner. There are those 
who feel that media should be 
the fourth pillar of ASEM to 
complement the political, economic 

Learnings from a media 
dialogue on connectivity

Twenty years of striving to strengthen understanding, trust and cooperation between two continents 
through political dialogue, economic cooperation and socio-cultural exchanges is a remarkable 
effort. In the course of the two decades, ASEM, as the pre-eminent trans-regional forum in this 
part of the world, has come a long way for its modest beginnings in Bangkok in 1996 attended by 
25 Asian and European leaders. Shastri Ramachandaran, who attended the Media Dialogue on 
Connectivity in Guangzhou in May, saw intensive inputs, insights and interactions on the progress 
made, work in progress, and the challenges and promise ahead

and financial, and the social 
and cultural. Recognition of the 
media’s role for promoting public 
awareness is an outcome of a series 
of initiatives during the last two 
years towards intensifying Asia-
Europe connectivity. These include 
ASEM’s Think Tank Symposium, 
Industry Dialogue on Connectivity, 
Symposium on Eurasia Transport 
and Logistics Network, and the 
Seminar of ASEM at 20-Challenges 
of Connectivity.

The Dialogue was intended for 
media representatives to review the 
progress of connectivity and set out 
the role and potential of media in: 
enhancing the visibility of ASEM, 
advancing connectivity as the pivot 
for a vibrant revival of ASEM, 
and promoting people-to-people 
linkages in Asia and Europe. The 
Dialogue for involving the media 
towards the success of connectivity 
should be viewed in the context 
of the situation in Europe, the 
condition of Asia and ASEM’s 
performance so far – none of which 
is heartening.

Europe is facing a deep existential 
crisis triggered by terrorist strikes in 
its capitals, Brexit, refugees pouring 
in; and, the consequent revival of 
Fortress Europe with even more 
fortified walls that make nonsense 
of the European Union’s common 
policies such as human rights, 
refugees and non-discrimination. 
There is a revival of racism; stiffer 
social, political and economic 

barriers; hostility to ‘outsiders’; 
and, doubts over the EU’s unity, 
cohesion and efficacy of Schengen 
visa.

In Asia, despite high rates of 
growth and GDP, there is rising 
economic inequality, deprivation of 
access to social and economic justice, 
and wealth and income disparity 
within and between nations. 
Poverty and inequity remain key 
concerns for most countries and 
there is a divide in Asia marked by 
the ‘developed’, ‘developing’ and 
‘underdeveloped’.

Europe wants Asian goods, 
services and resources. It wants to 
leverage Asia, and Asia’s advantages, 
deficits and compulsions of 
(under) development to recover 
and reinforce its own economic 
prowess. Asia, in turn, grasps the 
partnership in the hope of reducing 
the development gap and gaining 
infrastructure, technology and 
means to prosperity. Paradoxically, 
much of the investible surplus, too, 
is provided by Asia, such as China’s 
massive funding of the Silk Road and 
Belt, which is connectivity’s lifeline. 
It is an unequal partnership between 
the developed and the developing, 
and in terms of demographics and 
resources, too.

Why did India stay away?
As an Indian editor, at every 

meeting I attend on the One Belt 
and One Road (B&R) initiative, 
the one question, whether voiced 
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or not, which hangs heavily in the 
air is: Why is India staying apart 
from the initiative? This question 
was the elephant in the room at 
the conference on the theme of 
‘promoting public awareness and 
partnership’. At least a score of 
delegates asked me why India 
had chosen to stay from the B&R 
initiative and what were the 
advantages of doing so. I was hard 
put to give a good reason. It is 
difficult to understand why India 
has set itself against being involved 
or associated with the B&R 
initiative save for the fact that it 
was mooted by China and is China-
led. As a reason, that does not make 
sense especially in an increasingly 
globalised and multi-polar world. 

In India itself, different sections 
seeking to influence policy have 
divergent views on China, Sino-
Indian relations and how New Delhi 
should deal with Beijing. However, 
almost all the different schools are 
more or less unanimous that it is 
in India's interest to work with 
China on the B&R initiative. Those 
who advocate India joining hands 
with China and venturing forth 
on the Silk Road are from across 
the spectrum of strategic affairs 
and foreign policy experts. Some 
of them are staunch supporters of 
the US ‘pivot’ against China and 
votaries of the Washington-Delhi-
Tokyo alliance.

Yet these sections have argued 
that India should get on board with 
the B&R initiative for pragmatic 
reasons. Economic common sense, 
need for connectivity and access 
to the proposed Asia-Europe 
infrastructure of transport and 
industrial corridors and hubs for 
telecom, trade, travel and energy 
transfer dictate that India seize 
the promise held out by the B&R 
initiative. 

In fact, from a geostrategic 
perspective, involvement in the 
initiative could help India more 
effectively implement its own Spice 
Route and Mausam projects. Far 
from being counter-proposals, the 
two can be integrated with the B&R 

initiative to optimise both economic 
and strategic gains. On several 
occasions, Beijing has expressed its 
readiness to work with New Delhi 
and South Asia. It has offered to 
reorient and adapt the initiative to 
make it more acceptable to New 
Delhi. 

However, India remains unmoved. 
Since the B&R initiative is expected 
to take shape over 35 years, New 
Delhi cannot be said to have shut 
the door for all time. Therefore, 
neither China nor the other countries 
including Russia have given up on 
India being persuaded to join the 
initiative.

But although the Indian 
Government keeps out of B&R-
linked activities, Indians, especially 
from the media, are regular invitees 
to these stakeholders' meetings 
on connectivity. Every such event 
is a reminder of how much India 
would have been in the limelight 
had it opted to partner China on the 
initiative. 

In the absence of India, the 
most influential element of the 
Anglo-American axis that tends to 
dominate such spaces is Pakistan. 
Needless to say, Islamabad, as the 
leading South Asian presence in 
such forums, makes the most of 
these opportunities to ‘manage’ 
perceptions. Had the government of 
India participated, even at a Track 
2 level, it could have held center-
stage, shown the way and stolen the 
thunder in Guangzhou or any such 
ASEM session, instead of leaving it 
to Indian journalists.

The media representatives are, at 
best, informed participants with little 
authority or say in policy-making. 
That is known to the organizers 
and the audience. Yet their being 
invited to present their thoughts 
and suggestions underscores the 
importance attached to India, its role 
in Asia, its engagement with Europe 
and emerging global initiatives.

Such participation and impact in 
international forums is a testimony 
to India's soft power, in the interests 
of the people and the state (not 
government) by non-state actors. 

But by keeping out of an initiative 
like the B&R, New Delhi is losing 
out not only on the tangible 
benefits of connectivity, but also 
the intangible gains that may flow 
from expanding its spheres of 
influence.

(The writer, based in Beijing, an 
independent Indian political and 

foreign affairs commentator, is senior 
consultant and editor of China-India 

Dialogue, published by the China 
International Publishing Group. 

Other versions of this article have 
appeared on China.org.cn and in 

Global Times.)
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The newly constituted executive 
council (EC) of the Indian Institute 
of Mass Communication (IIMC) 
met under the chairmanship of 
IIMC’s chairman and secretary, 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting (MIB), Sunil Arora. 
The new members of EC for 2016-
18 include three eminent persons 
from the field of Journalism 
-- Kalyani Shankar, Umesh 
Upadhayaya and  Shishir Gupta. 

Other members are Mihir 
Kumar Singh, joint secretary, 
Ministry of I&B; Dr Subhash 
Sharma, additional secretary, I&B; 
Vikas Swaroop, joint secretary, 
Ministry of External Affairs; and 
Alok Mishra, joint secretary, 
Higher Education, Ministry of 
HRD. Academic representatives 
in the EC include Prof R.C. Sobti, 
VC, Baba Bhimrao Ambedkar 
University, Lucknow; and Prof 
I.M. Kapahy, member, UGC. 
IIMC faculty is represented by Prof 
Vijay Parmar, Dr Surbhi Dahiya 
and Rinku Pegu.

     (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)

Newly elected 
council at IIMC 
takes charge

<
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Love thy neighbour, goes the 
adage. It was with mixed 
feelings that I boarded 

the late-night flight to Beijing. I 
wondered whether I would give 
cause for consternation, especially 
when discussing sensitive issues 
such as the Sino-Indian border. To 
my pleasant surprise, the Chinese 
officials and academicians we 
met were all charm and chivalry. 
Diplomatic discourse gushed 
through their veins. It was enjoyable 
to hear their well-worded views, 
regardless of our agreement/dis-
agreement, on a range of issues 
such as the border, unconventional 
“geo-political threats” and, of 
course, the Dalai Lama. 

Nevertheless, one aspect was 
clear – China is in the throes of 
change. At the Communist Party 
School in Beijing, it was underlined 
that innovation would be a key 
focal point in the coming decades. 
I wonder whether this will actually 

Charm and chivalry in China
It will be interesting to see how China wields power in the coming decades, says Asma Masood, 
who visited the country in April this year as part of an Institute of Chinese Studies-Embassy of China 
delegation. One thing is clear, she adds – China offers numerous opportunities for India to develop 
bilateral relations. 

mean greater creativity in the 
younger Chinese generations. After 
all, innovative thought requires 
a certain tilt towards freedom. 
However, it was heartening to hear 
that China was learning to accept 
failure in the process of innovation, 
and would “protect” even those 
who did not make the mark. Indeed, 
Intellectual Property Rights laws are 
all set to receive greater attention in 
this Asian power. 

On the other hand, the ‘rule of 
law’ is already well in place in 
China. Several prominent billboards 
in the streets of Beijing and even 
in a ‘modern village’ in Sichuan 
Province declare the importance of 
upholding the Communist Party’s 
principles. Women walk down the 
streets unaccompanied even after 
dark, with no sign of fear. Their 
safety is a given. 

At the markets in Beijing, it 
was heartening to find a range of 
attractive goods within the reach 
of our wallets. Be it fake designer 
handbags or luxury watches, non-
toxic toys, porcelain ware, clothing 
or electronics, China offers the best 
deals. 

Beijing at night – vibrant with bright 
lights.

Inside the Forbidden City Palace complex. 

Music and art are booming 
industries in China. We attended 
the China Orchestra Festival at the 

An inviting residence at the ‘modern 
village’, Sichuan Province.
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A proud resident at the ‘modern village’.

National Centre for the Performing 
Arts, Beijing.  We were treated to 
a riveting performance, a blend 
of Western classical notes and 
traditional Chinese tunes. We 
tapped our feet and nodded our 
heads to the rhythm of the musical 
ensemble before us. One factor stood 
out: an attempt was being made to 
combine the best of the Oriental 
and Western worlds in music. The 
Chinese spectators applauded at 
length, prompting the conductor to 
take several curtain calls. 

Amidst the artistic freedom there 
was also the iron fist of discipline. 
Photography, the audience was 
informed, was not allowed during 
the performance. Not everyone felt 
they had to honour that restriction. 
Red laser beams instantaneously 
hovered over rule-breakers’ 
devices, forcing them to put them 
away. One woman who was secretly 
filming the show was politely 
escorted out. It demonstrated the 
seriousness with which order and 
decorum is maintained in China. 
At the Tiananmen Square and the 
Forbidden City, too, there was 
strict surveillance akin to an airport 
security check. It reminded me of 
the words of a well-wisher before 
I left for Beijing, “It’s China, no 
monkey business.” 

Cleanliness is given a lot of 
importance. Every night, the streets 
of Beijing are washed with gushing 
water, removing the accumulated 
dust. Yet, one can’t help but notice 
the smoky air, thanks to the heavy 
traffic. China is working on ways 
to deal with the pollution problem, 
aiming to combine development 
with environmental protection. 

Chengdu, in contrast, was a 
delight, with its comparatively low 
pollution, laidback atmosphere and 
flowers, carpets of them. Even the 
architecture of Chengdu is more 
colourful and varied than that of 
Beijing. Despite being smaller than 
the country’s capital, Chengdu is 
a prominent city, fast improving 
to uphold its position as a hub of 
the One Belt One Road initiative. 
There is a city square with high-

end designer brands flashing neon 
signs. Chengdu holds a balance 
between the new and the old. The 
Dujianagyan Water Conservatory 
Project nearby dates back to the Qin 
Dynasty while the Chengdu Panda 
Research Base is striving to protect 
China’s most precious animal. 

The panda embodies the 
personality of China: strong, yet 
gentle. It will be interesting to see 

how the country will continue 
to wield power in the coming 
decades. Meanwhile, one thing 
is clear – China offers numerous 
opportunities for India to develop 
bilateral relations. 

 (The writer is a research officer 
with the Chennai Centre for China 

Studies.)

Kevin Beatty, CEO of dmg media, was elected second vice-president of 
the World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA) 
and is second in line of succession to President Tomas Brunegård, following 
New York Times vice-chairman Michael Golden, who is expected to take 
office in 2017. Eight executives from leading news media companies were 
also elected to new terms on the Board of WAN-IFRA.

Beatty was elected by WAN-IFRA members on Sunday during the 
general assembly of members held alongside the organisation's World 
News Media Congress, World Editors Forum and World Advertising 
Forum in Cartagena, Colombia. Beatty was appointed to the Board of 
DMGT plc in 2004, and has been with the Group since 1996. During the 
past 20 years, his roles within the group have included: managing director 
of The Mail on Sunday; managing director of the Evening Standard and 
London Metro; COO of Associated New Media; and managing director 
of Northcliffe Newspapers. Previously, he was managing director of the 
Scottish Daily Record and Sunday Mail. dmg media is the consumer 
media operation of DMGT plc, which publishes the Daily Mail, The Mail 
on Sunday, Metro, Mail Online, Mail Plus, Metro digital editions and Elite 
Daily. Beatty is a board member of the NMA and has been on the Board 
and the Executive Committee of WAN-IFRA since 2009, representing the 
UK publishing industry.

UK publisher elected 2nd VP of WAN-IFRA

<
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The assembly elections in five 
states (four full-fledged states 
and one Union territory) got 

over some time ago. The Congress 
won back power in Puducherry; it 
lost power in Kerala; Tamil Nadu did 
not suffer from an anti-incumbency 
wave; Assam saw a change from 
Congress to BJP; and West Bengal 
re-elected the TMC (Trinamool 
Congress) under Mamata Banerjee 
despite the unprecedented alliance 
between the Congress and the 
CPI (M), raising doubts about the 
future of such alliances in the 2017 
and 2019 assembly and Parliament 
elections. 

The promise and reality of 
Independence in Free India are 
matters that attracted the attention 
of political scientists such as Michael 
Brecher of McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada, who wrote a 
political biography of Jawaharlal 
Nehru in 1959. They still attract 
the attention of social scientists in 
India and elsewhere, raising the 
fundamental question: Is the reality 
in India in 2016 drastically different 
from what it was in 1947?

The promises made by various 
political parties, especially at the 
time of elections, are strongly aired, 
only to be forgotten or neglected 
after the elections and formation 
of new governments. Crises in 
India are almost the same, then and 
now -- deepening debt, increasing 
unemployment, malnutrition, 
ill-health and environmental 
degradation as well as pollution; 

The promise and reality 
of Indian politics  

The promise and reality of Independence in Free India are matters that attracted the attention 
of political scientists in the 1950s. They still attract the attention of social scientists in India and 
elsewhere, raising the fundamental question: Is the reality in India in 2016 drastically different from 
what it was in 1947? The promises made by our politicians will become a reality if those making the 
promises take care to promise only that which is realistically achievable and direct all their attention 
to achieving what they have promised, says J.V. Vil’anilam 

the spread of black-marketeering, 
corruption, the unavailability of 
educational facilities for children of 
all social classes and the consequent 
worsening of illiteracy, ill-health 
and ignorance, despite the progress 
of IT among the well-to-do sections 
of the population. 

The simultaneous spread of 
manufacturing industries and 
production techniques that are 
banned in developed countries is 
unchecked in various parts of India. 
There is shortage of skilled labour 
for essential industrial growth 
everywhere.

India in 1949-50 was at the economic 
crossroads, but the revolutionary 
changes expected and essential 
for growth and development have 
not happened so far, despite the 
chanting of development mantras 
by past and present rulers and 
political leaders. The Indian voters 
are, unfortunately, carried away 
by these slogans once in five years. 
Perhaps our leaders and political 
thinkers have not given the right 
importance to education – universal 
and all-embracing education for 
every child in the country. Bribing 
(donations are really that) starts at 
the kindergarten level. There is no 
bribing for admission in schools at 
any stage in any Western country.

Conditions obtaining in other 
regions of the world are not to be 
cited as models for us, although 
basic problems elsewhere have to 
be analysed and lessons learned. 
Praising conditions elsewhere and 

emulating them blindly will not 
take us far. We have tried this in the 
past, unsuccessfully. 

Our politicians have to work 
to ensure that people have safe 
drinking water and food. For 
this too, the basic requirement is 
schooling. Educated and properly 
trained politicians are needed in all 
the six lakh villages in the country, 
so that they may provide the basic 
requirements for clean, hygienic 
and dignified life, including proper 
drainage and sanitation, and 
universal wet-closet system.  

The problems that confronted 
India’s economic planners in 
the 1950s were Herculean; those 
confronting us in the second 
decade of the 21st Century are no 
less Herculean. The population 
of India was under 400 million 
in 1950, compared to about 1250 
million now. We still have the 
same problems of socio-economic 
and political debilities caused by 
languages, religious groups, the 
caste system and huge economic 
and health disparities. 

Hundreds of thousands use the 
public roads for their personal 
needs including sleep, grain 
drying, and defecation. Chennai, 
Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and other 
cities, despite having huge high-
rise apartments to provide homes 
for the well-to-do, are pitiably poor 
in their planning for poor citizens. 
Slums have proliferated in all these 
cities. 

“Calcutta can lay claim to the 
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dubious distinction of having the 
foulest slums in the world,” wrote 
Brecher in 1959. Is the situation 
any different now in 2016? The 
situations in Mumbai, Chennai and 
Delhi are not far different either. 
Most cities also experience severe 
flooding and other problems during 
the rainy season. 

The average per capita income 
in 1951 was $53.00 annually, or 
14.5 cents a day; the PCI is less 
than $3.00 a day now, that is,                                           
Rs 198 in 2016. There were 50 
million ‘untouchables' in 1951; 
today the number is much less, 
perhaps, but their income has to 
cover expenses for food, clothing, 
shelter, medicines, education, etc. 

When this writer took charge 
of the Department of Journalism, 
University of Kerala, in 1982, 
Attappady was a subject of research 
for many of his students; they lived 
with the tribals for short periods. 
Attappady is still in the news for 
several reasons; the living conditi-
ons of the tribals in India have not 
shown any great improvement 
despite the tall promises made by a 
dozen or more governments at the 
Centre and in Kerala. 

Millions of ‘untouchables’, Dalits 
and landless labourers of India have 

not seen any substantial change in 
their living and working conditions 
during the past seven decades. 
And to make matters worse, we 
are seeing the latest phenomenon 
of self-inflicted caste degradation, 
that is, the open and eager clamour 
for “self-decasting for economic 
benefits” -- the type of agitations 

staged by Jats and Patels claiming 
reservation. 

The large majority of the world’s 
people are poor even now. People 
who advance development theories 
are yet to recognise that no economic 
philosophy has so far solved the 
fundamental problem – poverty 
– mainly because philosophers 
and politicians often ignore the 
fundamental human quality of 
Greed. If the accumulation of wealth 
is the primary goal of a human 
being, all his enterprises and efforts 
will be directed towards that. If 
service to humanity is the primary 
goal, cooperation, mutual respect 
and love will replace confrontation, 
and competition will be overcome 
by Love. Amor vincit omni. Love 
Conquers 

All. Reality will change in India 
when we can fulfill the promises we 
as entrepreneurs and as politicians 
make every five years.

(The writer is former vice-
chancellor and head, Department 

of Communication and Journalism, 
University of Kerala.)
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Recently, in poll-bound West 
Bengal, Protima Sharma 
and Riya Sarkar made quiet 

history when they were picked 
out by the West Bengal State 
Election Commission to officiate 
as polling agent and polling 
officer, respectively. Whereas 
Sharma, a Commerce graduate 
associated with a non-government 
organisation for transgender 
rights, “welcomed the decision of 
the election body to consciously 
include transgender people in the 
poll process”, Sarkar, a government 
school teacher, was “thrilled” to be 
appointed as the presiding officer 
at booth number 260 in Rashbehari 
Constituency, Kolkata, and was 
“happy that people are addressing 
me as madam”. 

Bengal’s transgender poll 
officers make history
It’s been a long, tough fight for rights, recognition and respect but, gradually, the transgender community in Kolkata 
is ready to do what it takes to transform attitudes and seems to be finding the right opportunities to link up to the 
mainstream, says Dipanjana Dasgupta

The election also saw another first 
– transgender people got to officially 
cast their vote in the ‘other’ category 
and not as ‘general’ voters. 

Ranjita Sinha, founder-member 
and president of Bandhan, a non-
government organisation that 
stands up for transgender rights, 
feels it was indeed a “historic 
moment” when Sarkar and Sharma 
were selected to become a part of 
the polls. “I see this as a significant 
victory for our community. For 
the longest time, we have been at 
the margins of society and been 
victims of a discriminatory mindset. 
Instances like this will definitely 
have a positive impact on the overall 
public perception. Another amazing 
thing that happened this time 
around was that we could walk into 
a polling booth and cast our vote 
fearlessly,” says the woman, who is 
seen as a leader of sorts among the 
transgender community in Bengal. 
Sinha contends that both Sharma 
and Sarkar were chosen because 
they are “brave and educated”. 

The Election Commission decided 
to rope in the transgender community 
because it wanted them “to shed 
their apprehensions, come out in 
the public domain and exercise their 
right to vote”. According to Smita 
Pandey, district electoral officer, 
Kolkata South, “Transgenders don’t 
come out in the open due to fear of 
rejection by society. We want them 
to come out. This is a message for the 
entire third gender to come out and 
disclose their identity in public.” 

Despite the initial estimation of 
greater participation in the officiating 
process, in the end, their involvement 

became limited. “Although we had 
shortlisted 25 names from within 
the community, ultimately, only 
Sarkar could be roped in because 
as per government rules only a 
government employee can become 
a polling officer. But I do believe the 
support of the Election Commission 
will overall boost the confidence of 
the transgender community,” adds 
Pandey.  

As Sarkar, a teacher at the 
Prachya Boys School-Dum Dum, 
walked into the polling booth she 
was officiating during the sixth 
phase of the election (the entire 
process was completed in six 
phases from April 4 to May 5), she 
couldn’t help feel a sense of pride 
and responsibility. “Usually when 
people look at transgenders like me 
they point fingers and make fun of 
our life choices. But on that day, it 
was as if I forced the very people 
to acknowledge my presence as 
a transgender and honour my 
womanhood,” she says.

Before Sarkar, Sharma, a resident 
of 7 Tanks, Dum Dum, Paikpara, in 
North Kolkata, had been selected 
to be the polling agent at Kumar 
Ashutosh School booth that falls 
under Belgachia Constituency in 
the of third phase of the elections. 

Essentially, a polling agent not 
only acts as a representative of 
a candidate but also assists the 
election authorities in the smooth 
conduct of the polls. S/he takes part 
in the mock drill to test the working 
of the electronic voter machine 
(EVM), helps the presiding officer to 
detect and prevent impersonation 
of voters and oversees the proper 

Riya Sarkar, a transgender, 
was chosen by the West Bengal 
State Election Commission to 
officiate as the presiding officer 
in a polling booth. A government 
school teacher, Sarkar believes 
that transgender people need to 
integrate fearlessly, speak up and 
become visible. 
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sealing and handing over of the 
results to the returning officer at the 
close of polls. 

Sharma, who is a Commerce 
graduate and works for a 
multinational company, was 
incredibly pleased at being 
appointed polling agent and wanted 
to “contribute towards facilitating 
voters in the area to freely exercise 
their franchise”. 

Of course, ever since the Supreme 
Court has officially recognised 
transgender people as the third 
gender, there have been many 
instances where they have tried to 
“integrate fearlessly, speak up and 
become visible” but the attempts 
are not yet rid of rejection and 
rebuke. 

Even Sharma and Sarkar had to 
contend with the usual stares and 
not-so-subtle derogatory remarks. 
“It was not easy to sit at the booth 
and get started at. It was as if I 
was a circus animal. People were 
more interested in coming and 
staring at me instead of casting 
their vote. After a while, it was 
humiliating and it did affect my self 
esteem,” Sharma remarks, adding, 
“However, I do understand that 
by merely a passing a judgement 
or a law one can’t change the way 
people think and react. In our case, 

more visibility will effectively 
improve the acceptance in society.”

Sinha, too, reveals how she had to 
face “awkward moments” when the 
presiding officer at the Gokhale Road 
Polling Station, which, incidentally, 
falls under Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee's constituency, categorised 
her as a general voter even though 
she wanted to cast her ballot in the 
‘other’ category. “Being a polling 
officer he should have know 
the electoral rules. The Election 
Commission needs to train their 
polling personnel better. I had 
to insist several time before he 
conceded,” she says.

For Sinha, Sharma or Sarkar, who 

were born male but “discovered 
their inner woman as they grew 
up”, so far, the struggle for an 
identity has been a long and 
rough one. “It’s not just a fight for 
legalisation of our rights or the 
repeal of Section 377; at a larger 
scale, it’s to bring about a positive 
transformation in the way we are 
perceived and treated socially. We 
are aware that long-held beliefs and 
prejudices can’t alter overnight so 
we are trying to do our bit to make 
it happen,” says Sinha.

Indeed, in Kolkata, the 
transgender community at large 
is ready to do what it takes to 
transform attitudes. To make their 
presence felt in the mainstream 
and engage with the public, they 
regularly organise events such as 
musical programmes, plays, film 
screenings, discussions on the 
transgender experience, and even 
special Durga Puja celebrations. 
Last year, a puja organiser in an 
otherwise conservative north 
Kolkata locality broke the mould 
and openly included transgender 
people in the rituals. 

According to Anidya Hazra, one 
of the members of the trendsetting 
puja committee, a queer activist 
and the founder of Pratyay Gender 
Trust, “We want to establish 
ourselves as what we are and 
acceptance is necessary for that to 
happen. We are not from another 
planet; we are very much a part of 
the human race and expect people 
to understand our feelings and 
perspectives as well. Anything new 
or out of the ordinary is hard to 
acknowledge so we are making the 
effort to reach out ourselves.” For 
now, optimism is what they are all 
holding on to. 

Adds Sinha, “The rules and 
regulations, the behaviour won’t 
change till we can change the way 
everyone thinks – and that’s what 
we are all endeavoring to do in our 
own ways.”

(Courtesy: Women’s Feature Service)

Anidya Hazra, an activist and founder 
of Pratyay Gender Trust, asserts that 
the LGBT people “want to establish 
ourselves as what we are and social 
acceptance is necessary for that to 
happen”.

In Kolkata, to make their presence felt in the mainstream, the transgender community 
regularly organise events such as musical programmes, plays, film screenings, 
discussions on the transgender experience, and even special Durga puja celebrations. 
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Women in China seem at 
first sight to have broken 
the glass ceiling. Ancient 

traditions of the country have 
changed considerably; but how far 
has the glass been left behind? 

There was a time in ancient China 
when girls had to strictly follow a 
code of conduct from the age of 
seven. From this tender age, the 
girl child was indoctrinated into the 
‘three obediences’ and ‘four virtues’. 
The obediences required a woman to 
allow herself to be governed by her 
father before her marriage, by her 
husband after marriage and her son 
if she were to be widowed. Moral 
discipline, ‘proper’ speech, modest 
appearance and diligence were the 
‘four virtues’ that were inculcated 
in women. Besides, young girls 
had to subject themselves to such 

Leaving the glass ceiling behind
Ages have passed since the tender feet of little girls in China were compressed into narrow shoes, and though 
women in that country are still struggling within the narrow walls of societal pressures, there’s a determination among 
them to progress. Asma Masood reports, buoyed by her recent visit to Beijing

painful practices as foot-binding (to 
ensure tiny feet) in order to conform 
to artificial standards of beauty and 
make themselves attractive to the 
‘superior’ gender. 

Ages have passed since the tender 
feet of little girls were compressed 
into narrow shoes but, still, women 
in China are struggling within the 
narrow walls of societal pressures. 
For instance, women after a certain 
perceived marriageable age, are 
dubbed as Sheng Nu or Leftover 
Women. Women who have 
acquired PhD degrees are termed 
Third Gender, on the basis of the 
perception that they will concentrate 
more on their careers than on their 
families. It is unfortunate that such 
prejudices still exist in the country 
that is set to be the world’s largest 
economy. 

Economic incentives made 
China enforce laws that women 
should be given equal employment 
opportunity and equal pay. 
However, employers use certain 
loopholes, such as removing a 
majority of female employees 
during cutbacks, in the name of 
‘improving performance’. 

Despite such social barriers, 
women seem to progress in a 
determined manner in China. For 
instance, in 2002, China had over 
9.88 million women scientists and 
technicians, making up 39.9 per 
cent of the total. 

The first female astronaut of China, 
Ling Yang, is a beacon to women. In 
addition, according to the Shanghai 
Daily, China ranks second after the 
USA in the percentage of women 
CEOs during the past decade. 
According to Forbes Magazine, 11 
of the 20 richest self-made women 
in the world are Chinese, and now 
19 per cent of Chinese women in 
management positions are CEOs.  
Interestingly, China has the largest 
armed forces in the world, where 
the number of women is about two 
million. Besides, Chinese women 
and women-led organisations take 
active part in international affairs. 

The figures are impressive and 
show that though China may be 
holding on to certain conservative 
views on women, women 
themselves are now ignoring 
the obstacles in their pursuit 
of professional, academic and 
business success. The environment 
of safety in China is a tremendous 
catalyst. Chinese women may have 
only breached the glass ceiling by 
a few feet, but they are clearly on 
their way to being one of the leading 
teams in reaching the ribbon at the 
finishing line. 
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In July 2014, the Supreme Court 
ruled that a husband and his 
family cannot be arrested 

in domestic violence (physical, 
sexual, verbal, emotional, mental, 
etc) complaints, without valid 
reasons, under IPC Section 498A, 
introduced in 1983, due to its 
perceived misuse of the provision. 
(The section states that “whoever, 
being the husband or the relative of 
the husband of a woman, subjects 
such woman to cruelty shall be 
punished with imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to three 
years and shall also be liable to 
fine. The offence is cognizable, non-
compoundable and non-bailable). 

There's nothing private about 
domestic violence
The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 and Section 498A of the Indian Penal 
Code were framed with the intention of protecting women against domestic violence and deterring 
perpetrators. However, a closer look at the actual enforcement of the legal provisions shows that 
there remains much to be desired, says Pushpa Achanta 

However, National Crime Records 
Bureau data shows that over 90 per 
cent cases of crimes against women 
were recorded under 498A with a 
15 per cent conviction rate. 

Donna Fernandes, founder, 
Vimochana (a forum of repute in 
Bengaluru assisting distressed 
girls and women), during a recent 
discussion on the harm in diluting 
498A,  said “Data gathered from 
2014 onwards by Vimochana in a 
few Bengaluru police stations shows 
that most 498A cases are genuine. 
Although dowry harassment may 
beget domestic violence, offenders 
should be charged under the Dowry 
Act 1961 and not 498A.”

According to S.T. Ramesh, retired 
Karnataka director-general of 
Police, HR and Training, conviction 
rates are low as some states report 
an incorrect low number of cases 
due to perceptions of governmental 
“prestige”, police insensitivity and 
corruption, the perpetrators’ socio-
economic status, etc. Further, a 
witness changes statements, avoids 
appearing in court or reconciles 
with the perpetrator due to 
factors such as children, financial 
dependence, diffidence, ignorance, 
intimidation by perpetrator and 
supporters, shame, guilt, stress and  
fear of bringing ‘dishonour’ to the 
natal family. 

The media too has displayed 
a tendency to exaggerate ‘498A 
misuse’ as sensationalism raises 
TRPs (television rating points). 
Further, some biased judges 
unfairly favour husbands in 
domestic violence matters. When 
Donna suggested that members 
of the judiciary undergo gender 
sensitisation training, a senior male 
judge of the Karnataka High Court 
considered that unnecessary. 

Sumitra Acharya, a litigator in 
Bengaluru handling  gender     violence 
cases, said no FIR was required 
under the Domestic Violence Act, 
unlike 498A, a criminal provision. 
However, the DV Act mandates 
that a protection officer submit a 
Domestic Incidence Report (DIR) 
containing various details about the 
survivor, perpetrator and domestic 
violence episodes. She added, 
“The state legal services authority 
which must provide free counsel to 
socio-economically disadvantaged Domestic violence survivors, counsellors and allies meet in Bengaluru.
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domestic violence survivors, 
typically assigns inexperienced 
or uninterested lawyers. Such 
persons usually prolong cases 
through absenteeism or believe that 
domestic violence is too personal to 
question the perpetrator about.” 

Many male lawyers are in-
sensitive towards domestic violence 
survivors while some make sexual 
advances towards women clients 
filing for divorce or complaining 
about domestic violence. Some male 
neighbours, landlords, co-workers, 
judges and police behave similarly. 
Sometimes, women police, lawyers 
and judges are gender unjust too. 
Also, protection officers assisting 
domestic violence survivors are 
unavailable between 8 pm and 8 am 
when incidence is high, typically. 
Further, they face jurisdictional 
limitations, insufficient legal 
awareness and resource shortages. 
Also, doctors examining domestic 
violence survivors rarely file 
complete relevant reports fearing 
repercussions and court summons. 

In a 2010 study, Hengasara 
Hakkina Sangha (a women’s 
rights organisation in Bengaluru) 
found counseling services and 
government homes for distressed 
women fairly unsatisfactory. 
Boys and transpersons who could 
experience domestic violence from 
parents or partners cannot make 
use of the DV Act. 

Shruti, a 30-year old domestic 
violence survivor in Bangalore 
whose male lawyer harassed her 
sexually, recalled, “Although my 
husband claimed that his 14-year 
relationship with a lady was over, 
he married her while I was his 
wife. I injured myself physically as 
they both harassed me. My former 
mother-in-law was supportive, 
especially when my husband 
tried beating me and my newborn 
daughter Ria.” 

The stress caused Ria to have 
seizures and a cardiac arrest but 
she survived. A beautiful, happy 
child with special needs, she has 
motivated Shruti to live, while 
fighting bigamy and a divorce case 

against her estranged husband. 
He contributes a bit towards 
Ria’s treatment, while Shruti sells 
homemade confectionery for a 
living. 

Parents sometimes refuse to 
support their daughters, especially 
if they choose partners without 
their approval. Merlin d’Souza, in 
her early fifties, recounted, “Raised 
in a conservative household, I 
married a man from a different 
faith though my parents opposed. 
My husband became an alcoholic 
despite promising to stop. When 
I questioned his habits and 
timings, he attacked me orally and 
sometimes physically. The birth 
of our daughters did not alter his 
behavior.” 

Although Merlin separated from 
her husband, their older daughter 
lives with him. But not revealing 
that her marriage is over seems 
to minimise chances of someone 
misbehaving with, labeling or 
questioning her, and helps her earn 
her livelihood, vital for the survival 
of herself and her daughters. Her 
natal family does not back her, 
emotionally or otherwise. 

Patriarchy and mandating 
women to marry and bear children, 
preferably boys, quickly, puts 
immense pressure on them and their 
parents. To make matters worse, 
lavish weddings and expensive 

gifts are expected. Often, money 
and gifts are demanded endlessly 
and the family must care for the 
daughter when she is pregnant. 
Daughters are urged not to question 
marital violence.

“Our late daughter Jeya, aged 
23, married a man whose family 
pursued us. A few months later, 
our former son-in-law and his 
family began harassing her 
mentally and labeled her as infertile 
until she conceived. They started 
demanding cash and other items 
and cursed and hit Jeya when she 
delayed or refused. Due to the fact 
that she was expected to undertake 
umpteen domestic chores in her 
marital household, we brought her 
home during her pregnancy until 
she delivered. Her marital family 
hardly visited Jeya after her son was 
born,” shared a tearful Kumaran, a 
struggling entrepreneur. 

When Jeya returned to her marital 
home, the emotional and physical 
abuse resumed. She learnt that her 
husband was planning to divorce 
her and remarry after the child 
turned a year old. After the elders 
intervened, the violence stopped 
for some time. However, Kumaran 
received a call from their friend 
and Jeya’s neighbour one morning 
that she had met with an ‘accident’ 
at her husband’s home. She had 
been admitted to hospital. Hospital 

A silent protest against domestic violence at Anekal Taluk, Bengaluru Urban 
District. 
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authorities allegedly accepted 
money from Jeya’s husband and 
suppressed the truth about the 
‘accident’. 

With Vimochana’s guidance, 
Kumaran lodged a police 
complaint and Jeya disclosed that 
she was pushed from the terrace 
of her marital home. Tragically, 
she died despite a surgery and six 
months of treatment. Her husband 
was convicted and imprisoned 
while her son is with his paternal 
grandparents.

At a discussion held by Breakthr-
ough, a human rights organisation 
campaigning against gender 
violence and harassment, on 
strengthening the implementation 
of the DV Act, Rekha Shetty, a 
Bangalore-based human rights 
lawyer, said as the Act considered 
domestic violence a civil wrong, 
it was easier to obtain evidence, 
compensation and punishment. 

Additionally, it was applicable 
to anyone in the family who 
harassed or assaulted a woman or 
girl verbally, sexually, emotionally, 
financially, psychologically or 
physically. Importantly, a woman 
living with a man could also utilise 
certain aspects of 498A. In some 
cases, counseling the perpetrators 
also helped if done in a timely and 
sensitive manner, she added. 

“Only a few women use the law 
to get relief from the violence they 
face, especially in private, from their 
spouses and other family members. 
The government police, lawyers, 
judiciary, healthcare professionals, 
social workers, counselors, relevant 
government officers and the media 
must prioritise encouraging women 
to use the DV Act and 498A rather 
than believe exaggerations of their 
misuse,” Rekha stressed.

<

Audiences are contributing an increasing share of the total global 
newspaper revenue, according to the annual World Press Trends 
survey released by the World Association of Newspapers and News 
Publishers (WAN-IFRA). Newspaper circulation revenue represents 53 
per cent of the overall industry revenue, underscoring the continuation 
of the trend identified last year: that audiences have become publishers’ 
biggest source of revenue. "We all talk of being consumer-centric. 
We all talk of having a constant eye on the future. Now is truly the 
time to do what we say," said WAN-IFRA CEO Vincent Peyrègne who 
presented the survey at the 68th World News Media Congress, 23rd 
World Editors Forum and 26th World Advertising Forum in Cartagena, 
Colombia.

Peyrègne also announced the launch of the World News Media 
Outlook, a joint research project with the University of Central 
Lancashire and the University of Oxford that aims to provide news 
executives with the cutting-edge intelligence to help benchmark their 
companies’ performance and devise innovative strategies to ensure 
their businesses’ future success. For the study, WAN-IFRA is calling for 
news media executives to participate through an online survey: www.
bit.ly/wnmo2016.

The World Press Trends survey includes data from more than 70 
countries, accounting for more than 90 per cent of the global industry’s 
value. The data is compiled through an enormous undertaking by 
dozens of national newspaper and news media associations and 
generous support from global data suppliers: Zenith Optimedia, 
IPSOS, PwC, ComScore, the Pew Research Center, and the ITU.

World Press Trends data showed that newspapers generated an 
estimated US$ 168 billion in circulation and advertising revenue in 
2015. Ninety billion came from print and digital circulation, while 78 
billion came from advertising, the survey said. Total global newspaper 
revenues fell 1.2 per cent in 2015 from a year earlier, and are down 
4.3 per cent over the last five years. WAN-IFRA estimates of global 
industry revenue again include data on non-daily revenue, which is 
estimated at US$ 8 billion.  

"Unfortunately, the way the industry measures value is still embedded 
in the old format-based methodology,” said Peyrègne. “The information 
on how much is earned from other, often new sources of revenue is 
lacking, despite the fact that they are becoming an important part of 
the revenue mix. WPT data indicates that in most mature newspaper 
markets additional revenue brings between 7 and 20 per cent of 
overall revenue.”

More than 2.7 billion of adults are reading newspapers in print 
globally. Digital newspaper readership is growing, and in some of 
the most developed economies, readership on all digital platforms 
has surpassed the number of readers in print. World Press Trends 
analysis estimates that at least 40 per cent of global Internet users 
read newspapers online. The challenge for the industry remains the 
combined measurement of reach and influence of newspaper content 
on all platforms with new metrics. A comprehensive list of the survey’s 
findings is published on WAN-IFRA's website.

Audience revenue share continues to grow
<

Note: Personal details of the survivors have 
been changed to ensure confidentialty.

(The writer is a freelance journalist 
based in Bengaluru.)
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Justice is best served when the 
most vulnerable in society are 
benefited, and when life  traject- 

  ories are not shaped on the 
basis of a person’s place of birth, 
endowments, and related privileges 
or lack thereof – so said John Rawls. 
Let me briefly narrate the story of 
Radha, who was not supported by 
the sensibility of justice and who, 
instead, lay on the fringes of society, 
ignored, as her basic constitutional 
rights were violated and a life of 
dignity denied.

Nearly six months ago in Mumbai, 
Radha died homeless. She never did 
think of herself as homeless though. 
“My family will be happy to see 
me,” she once said with pride, and 
added that she was from Borivali. 
“I’d like some hot tea and then I’ll 
doze off for a bit,” she continued 
in perfectly intonated English. But 
when asked for directions to her 
house, or details about her family, 
Radha wasn’t as lucid. She vaguely 
referred to a life in Dubai with 
obscure details. Her memories of 
the times with her parents, however, 
were filled with joy and longing. 
Her unrealistic and yet determined 
hopefulness of being reunited with 
her family, juxtaposed with flashes 
of doubt, symbolised the fragility of 
the human condition. 

Radha’s mind was sharp even 
as her body seemed ready to give 
up. She had clearly endured a 
lot of suffering: maggots crawled 
out of her ears, broken arm, and 
shrivelled body; yet she displayed 
indomitable optimism and grit. In 
what can only be described as a 

How a billion can help 
a fraction

If we do not build a cohesive, interdependent society, our development will be skewed, insular and 
selfish with disastrous consequences, says Vandana Gopikumar, adding that good education alone 
is not enough; compassion as a value must be imbibed early in life, and the youth must be taught to 
pursue justice doggedly

dismal state of affairs, the doctors 
in the hospital that she was taken 
to refused to touch or treat her until 
her body was 'sanitised' even as 
the police responded swiftly to our 
distress call.

All it takes to be a Radha is a 
plausible twist in fate, or some 
unsurmountable distress, poor 
access to healthcare, social 
disadvantage, abject poverty, 
collapse in relationships and 
networks, a serious and untreated 
mental illness. All these can spiral 
a rapid descent into homelessness 
when family, friends, bystanders 
and even the state let go.

I am reminded of Rudyard 
Kipling who said: “For the strength 

of the pack is the wolf, and the 
strength of the wolf is the pack.” 
Indeed, if we do not build a 
cohesive, interdependent society, 
our development will be skewed, 
insular and selfish with disastrous 
consequences. Good education 
alone is not enough; compassion 
as a value must be imbibed early in 
life, and the youth must be taught 
to pursue justice doggedly.

Unfortunately, the Mental Health 
Care Bill and the National Mental 
Health Policy, both developed 
over two years ago, languish in 
Parliament and in a state of inertia. 
Both documents address issues 
around multiple vulnerabilities, 
and emphasise the mandatory 

According to the 2011 Census, 1.78 million homeless people sleep rough, 
exposed frequently to scarcity and harm; typically a quarter of them are known 
to be affected with mental health issues.
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rights of the homeless and poor 
to access mental health and social 
care, including disability benefits.

According to the 2011 Census, 
1.78 million homeless people 
sleep rough, exposed frequently 
to scarcity and harm; typically a 
quarter of them are known to be 
affected with mental health issues. 
These statistics may be gross under-
representations, but what cannot be 
contested is that such people suffer 
many losses: of identity, citizenship 
and personhood challenged, and 
access to health and socio-material 
networks compromised. Similar 
losses are sometimes endured by 
those who reside in state-run mental 
hospitals and who experience long-
term mental health needs. 

Socially excluded and sometimes 
abandoned by their families, 
many of them have made a 
home of the hospital. Others 
who resist such a life have been 
presented with limited options or 

access to supportive housing or 
independent living. Persons living 
with persistent mental health or 
neuro-developmental issues and 
dependent on their caregivers again 
run the risk of experiencing similar 
losses, in the event of the sudden 
death of their parent, partner 
or friend. Unfortunately, losses 
suffered are not just ontological: 
the loss of kinship and a sense of 
affiliation are equally grievous. 
Thus models developed to address 
these problems should be cognisant 
of the nuances and diversity of such 
composite needs.

Regrettably, our response today 
is to disregard the existence of such 
problems or formulate quick-fix and 
linear solutions. While hospitals, 
rehabilitation homes and shelters 
may serve as desired destinations 
in some cases, others require robust 
and individualised responses. 
All this calls for strong political 
and societal will, and significant 

allocation of financial resources on 
the part of the state, and corporate 
social philanthropy budgets.

It did not seem like Radha 
had given up on life. She longed 
for human connection. Society, 
however, chose to give up on her 
— consciously. All of us have the 
ability and power to address these 
inequities in small measure. The 
process is undoubtedly complex 
and the balance between when, 
how, and how much is often 
delicate and personal, depending 
on individual resources, emotional 
strength, and propensity. The idea 
is not to judge this state of inaction 
or disengagement but to implore 
thought. We are a billion. And the 
acutely vulnerable, a fraction.

(The writer is co-founder, The 
Banyan and BALM, and professor, 

School of Social Work, Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Mumbai. This 

article had appeared in The Hindu.)

The Board of the World Editors Forum (WEF), at its meeting at the World News Media Congress in Cartagena, 
Colombia, approved five principles to help rebuild trust in professional journalism. WEF is now asking editors 
around the world to embrace the five principles as a way to take journalism to the next level.

Marcelo Rech, WEF President, and Editorial vice-president of Grupo RBS, Brazil, said: “Given the current 
reality where false and distorted information is easily shared, we need to distinguish professional journalism 
and secure greater public recognition of its relevance. At this next level, the search for truth, a concept that lies 
at the genesis of journalism, is now more necessary than ever.”

The principles are:
1. In a world of hyper-information, credibility, independence, accuracy, professional ethics, transparency 

and pluralism are the values that will confirm a relationship of trust with the public.
2. Next-level journalism is distinguished from other content by the vigilant and diligent questioning and 

verification of material circulating on social media. It acknowledges social media as a source of information 
for further fact checking and as a platform for leveraging professional content.

3. The mission of journalism at this next level is to positively serve society by providing high-quality verified 
information and to establish news brands as a trusted certificate of origin for content.  

4. A requirement of next-level journalism is that it goes beyond basic facts and enables and encourages 
analysis, contextual and investigative reporting, and informed expression of opinion, moving from the provision 
of news to knowledge that empowers.

5. Next-level journalism should be driven by trust and the guiding principles of social relevance, legitimate 
interest and truthfulness. 

The concept of Next-Level Journalism is explored in World Editor’s Forum 2016 Trends In Newsrooms report 
released at the World News Media Congress in Cartagena.

Build trust, urges World Editors Forum

<
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Tarun Mishra (32), from Uttar 
Pradesh was shot dead 
on February 13 this year, 

becoming the first journalist to be 
slain in 2016. Mishra was working 
for Jan Sandesh Times, a Hindi daily, 
and was targeted for highlighting 
illegal soil mining activities in his 
district. 

The second casualty was reported 
from Jharkhand, where a television 
news channel reporter, Indradev 
Yadav, also known as Akhilesh 
Pratap Singh, was killed by local 
goons. He was with Taaza. Within 
24 hours, unidentified gunmen 
fatally shot Rajdeo Ranjan, 
another journalist, in neighbour-
ing Bihar. He had been working 
with Hindustan, a national Hindi 
newspaper, and had apparently 
earned the wrath of local goons with 
political connections for writing 
adverse reports about them. 

Both murders sparked protests in 
Ranchi and Patna and soon spread 
to other parts of India. Various 
local, national and international 
media (rights) bodies, including 
members of prestigious press clubs, 
demonstrated against the attacks 
on scribes and demanded stringent 
punishment for those responsible.

At a protest meeting at the 
Guwahati Press Club, scribes from 
north-east India supported the 
move for special protection laws 
for working journalists across 
the country and called on the 
Narendra Modi Government in 
New Delhi to formulate a national 
action plan to safeguard media 
persons who pursue critical 
journalism in the interest of society, 

Rising demand for laws 
to protect journalists

nation and the human race. “We 
have made sacrifices and we will 
continue to do so,” said Shashi 
Shekhar, chief editor of Hindustan.  

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (New York), Reporters 
Without/Sans Borders (Paris) and 
International Press Institute (Vienna) 
were some of the global bodies 
which condemned the killings and 
expressed concern about India’s 
deteriorating standing in the World 
Press Freedom Index. 

Faced with pressure from Ranjan’s 
family and the media fraternity, 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
recommended a CBI probe into the 
killing. Five journalists - Jagendra 
Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Sandeep 
Kothari (Madhya Pradesh), 
Raghavendra Dube (Maharashtra), 
Hemant Yadav (UP) and Mithilesh 
Pandey (Bihar) – were murdered  
last year, and no convictions have 
been made in any of the cases. 

Press Council of India chairman, 
Justice (retired) Chandramouli 
Kumar Prasad, urged the Centre to 
enact a special law for protection of 
journalists and speedy trial of cases 
relating to attacks on the media 
persons. “Nearly 96 per cent of the 
cases of killing of journalists have not 
been taken to logical conclusion and 
are either languishing in the courts 
or in some cases, investigations 
(have) reached dead-ends in the 
last two decades, as reported by a 
Committee of the PCI,” he said.

Call for India’s engagement in 
Myanmar

Two recent meetings in Northeast 
India demonstrated support for New 

Delhi’s aggressive involvement 
in the process of sustainable 
development in Myanmar, which 
is in the process of opening up to 
the world. One meeting, organised 
by the Heinrich Boell Foundation, 
Institute of Social Sciences, Burma 
Centre Delhi and Asian Confluence 
in Shillong was attended by media 
persons, former diplomats and 
experts from both the countries, 
while the Guwahati Press Club  
organised an interactive session 
with Bidhayak Das, Assamese 
journalist and political analyst 
based in Yangon (formerly 
Rangoon).

Das emphasised the immediate 
need for New Delhi to shape 
Indo-Burma policies with regard 
to present day needs. Advocating 
better ties with Myanmar, he 
stressed that the Southeast Asian 
nation had changed its face rapidly 
after the 2015 November general 
election, where the Nobel Laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi-led National 
League for Democracy (NLD) won 
a landslide victory.

Das noted that Myanmar had 
been adopting quasi-democracy, 
which would directly or indirectly 
bring enormous benefits to the 
people of Northeast India. 

Speaking about the opportunity 
for Guwahati to be a health, 
education and tourism hub, he 
stressed that the political will 
and support from local people 
would be essential for the vision to 
materialise. A number of militant 
outfits from Northeast India were 
still taking shelter in the jungles of 
northern Myanmar, though it could 

As India witnessed the murder of three journalists this year (eight since Jan 2015), the media 
fraternity across the country has stepped up its demand for a national action plan to safeguard 
media persons, says Nava Thakuria

VIEW FROM THE NORTHEAST
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be difficult for the militant outfits to 
achieve much from their hideouts, 
Das noted, and added that the 
rebel outfits were also reportedly 
enjoying China’s inherent support. 
As Beijing remained influential with 
the Myanmar Union Government at 
Nay Pie Taw, the Northeast Indian 
militants might continue enjoying 
privileges there for some more 
years, he felt.

Earlier, addressing the India-
Myanmar Media Dialogue, former 
Indian ambassador to Myanmar, 
Rajiv Bhatia, urged the media, 
strategic community, academia 

<

and civil society to come together 
and collaborate in the initiative 
to understand India's immediate 
eastern neighbours. Ash Narain 
Roy, director, Institute of Social 
Sciences, called for more media 
representation in bilateral 
initiatives focusing on the borders 
areas of India and Myanmar. 
Burma Centre Delhi director Alana 
Golmei supported his views, saying 
meaningful interaction among 
scribes of both countries would 
help in capacity development and 
partnership. Khin Zaw Win, who 
came from Myanmar, expressed 

hope that the media in both 
countries could help boost ties 
between the two neighbours. The 
Tampadipa Institute of Myanmar 
director also commented that the Act 
East Policy adopted by New Delhi 
should be helpful to the people of 
Indo-Burma border areas. Award 
winning Myanmar journalist Ester 
Htu San said that the Indian media 
had better opportunities to be more 
visible in her country. 

(The writer is a senior journalist 
and secretary of the 

Guwahati Press Club.)

UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2016 Report was released recently. The annual flagship report highlights 
inequity among the children and calls upon the governments, donors, businesses and international organisations 
do accelerate efforts to address the needs for the poorest and marginalised children across the world to achieve 
the sustainable development goals (SDGs). The report notes that significant progress has been made in saving 
children’s lives, getting children into school and lifting people out of poverty. Global under-five mortality rates 
have come down by half since 1990, boys and girls in equal numbers attend primary school in 129 countries, 
and the number of people living in extreme poverty worldwide is almost half when compared with the situation 
in 1990s. 

 The report emphasises on five Is or ‘pathways to equity’:  Information and data, to identify the children and 
communities being left behind and monitor the effectiveness of efforts to reach them; Integration, across sectors 
to addresses deprivations and challenges children face; Innovation, to  spur new solutions meet the challenges; 
Investment,  for sustainable progress for the most disadvantaged; and Involvement, of the communities, including 
by children and young people, to focus on priorities and take action.

UNICEF report stresses on ‘pathways to equity’

<

The lives and futures 
of millions of children 
are in jeopardy. We 
have a choice: Invest 
in the most excluded 
children now or risk 
a more divided and 
unfair world.
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Mann Deshi Tarang on FM 
90.4 MHz was started on 
17th November 2008. It 

covers a radius of 20 km, which 
includes 70 villages. The Mandeshi 
Foundation set up by Chetna Gala 
Sinha spent Rs 9 lakh to get it 
going.   

Do the women of Mhaswad (in 
Maan Taluk) listen to Mandeshi 
Tarang? Do they participate in 
the programming? What do they 
understand by empowerment? 
What are their opinions about 
issues related with women? This 
writer interviewed various people 
to understand the important role 

How a radio channel is fast 
empowering women

The success of community radio depends largely on the impact it creates. One that is a torchbearer 
of sorts is the Mandeshi Tarang community radio channel, managed by the Mandeshi Foundation, 
an NGO which works in Maan Tehsil, a drought-prone area in Satara District of Maharashtra.  The 
Foundation supports women and farmers in the area. Ashwini Kamble looks at the role Mandeshi 
Tarang is playing in empowering women

community radio was playing in 
the town – Shivaji Yadav and Sachin 
Menkudale, team members of 
Mandeshi Tarang; Nirmala Gonjari, 
an active member of the management 
committee; Chanda Mane, principal 
of the Dnyanwardhini High School; 
and women in the community who 
are regular listeners of Mandeshi.

Shivaji Yadav is the station in-
charge. He has a deep understanding 
of community media and local 
issues. His team includes Sachin 
Menkundale, Anup Gurav and 
Anuja Kulkarni. Menkundale 
handles communication, content 
development and technical 

work. Anup and Anuja work as 
program assistant and announcer, 
respectively.  

There are three time slots of 
broadcasting.  First, in the morning 
from 7 am to 10 am, then in the 
afternoon from 12.30 pm to 2.30 
pm, and then in the evening from 
6 pm to 9 pm. There is also a repeat 
broadcast of the previous day’s 
morning programmes. The morning 
begins with some spiritual prayer 
and the day’s importance, such as 
a birth or a death anniversary of a 
freedom fighter or a spiritual head. 
Along with bhajans and kirtans (folk 
music) sung by local artists/groups 

Programme

Malavarcha Shivar 

Sakhi Sajani

Gammat-Jammat

Tarunai

Radio Doctor

Yashsvita

Mavlatikade

June te Sone

Vishesh Karykram

What it means

Farm or an open field

Female friend

Fun fair

Youth

General health

Successful women

Towards sunset

Old is gold (old Hindi film music)

Special programmes

Target audience

Farmers

Women

Children

Youngsters, specially college students

Whoever is interested in health issues

Women achievers

Older people and family members

General

General



31July-September 2016 VIDURA

and news from local Marathi 
newspapers, Mandeshi Tarang 
features following programs on 
regular basis, although there are 
other weekly programmes as well:

Focus on agriculture
Malavarche Shivar is the daily 

agricultural programme, mostly 
recorded outdoors in the field 
and not inside the studio. Subjects 
cover the importance of drip 
irrigation, government’s subsidies, 
agricultural exhibitions, arrival 
of new varieties of seeds, natural 
manure, use of fertilisers, etc. There 
are also interviews with successful 
farmers who have taken traditional 
crops with new techniques and 
farmers who are experimenting 
growing new crops with new 
technology, interviews and phone-
in programmes with experts or 
scientists working in agricultural 
universities, and agricultural 
officers.   

It is clear that community radio 
in the area has encouraged organic 
farming with its special programmes 
on the usefulness of cowdung and 
urine for crops, manure made up of 

ten different types easily available 
leaves (dashparni aahar) and natural 
and homemade manures. The 
channel is celebrating this year as 
Agriculture Year and the objective 
is to visit farms and broadcast live 
programmes and encourage better 
ways of farming. About eight farms 
have been covered thus far. 

Focus on women
Most of those who were part of 

the group discussion I conducted 
had participated in the programmes 
of Mandeshi Tarang. For instance, 
Sushma Lotake (35) had not taken 
part but her daughter usually 
took part in the quiz competitions. 
Lotake believes the programmes 
about the health of children are 
useful and has even used it to her 
benefit. Malan Davande (60), who 
has sung bhajans on Mandeshi 
Tarang, is happy to have got a 
platform to express herself.

Padmaja Pore (35), who has a 
small-scale pickle business, says the 
channel should provide more local 
news. She has found the awareness 
programmes on health and 
education of children important 

and useful. Pore had participated 
in a quiz competition herself. 

Kavita Davande (31), who had a 
question in a health programme, 
feels the songs are repetitive and 
boring sometimes, but she finds 
the information about agriculture, 
health and nutrition useful. All of 
them agree that participating in 
the radio programmes had boosted 
their confidence.  

Without doubt, Mandeshi Tarang 
had developed leadership qualities 
in the women of Mhaswad. Women 
like Dipali Keskar and Nirmala 
Gonjari have witnessed the change 
within themselves and in others. 
Gonjari is convinced that getting a 
platform for expression in a village 
like Mhaswad is a big thing. The 
confidence gained by participation 
is helping the women in many other 
ways. They know that realising 
your potential is empowering.

  
(The writer is assistant professor at 

regional centre of the Indian Institute 
of Mass Communication, Amravati. 
She is currently pursuing a doctoral 
thesis on community radio at Shivaji 
University, Kolhapur, Maharashtra.)

<
Anuja and Anup at Mandeshi Tarang.
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The Press Trust of India has 
appointed Venky Venkatesh as 
its new chief executive officer. 
Venkatesh was earlier associated 
with HT Media as its chief 
Learning officer. An alumnus of 
Indian Institute of Management, 
Ahmedabad, Venkatesh began 
his career with Hindustan 
Unilever and has held senior 
leadership positions in sales and 
marketing during his 35-year 
career. He was associated with 
HUL for 26 years and was credited 
with crafting marketing strategies 
to launch brands and revitalise 
existing brand portfolios.

    (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)

PTI has new CEO 

<
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Convergence: FM radio is 
useful in disaster situations 
in terms of affordable 

receiver sets and free-to-air access. 
On the other hand, listeners 
will need telecom networks to 
‘call back’ and participate in the 
programming. Often, emergency 
radio may not have staff to go out 
and conduct field recordings from 
communities. Telecommunications 
and online platforms are wonderful 
opportunities that allow two-way 
traffic and enhance community 
communications.

Frequencies: Cuddalore District 
has plenty of spare frequencies so 
allocating one for emergency radio 
was accomplished relatively quickly 
and easily. Imagine an earthquake 
or a flood in a city like Delhi or 
Chennai. It would be much harder 
to allocate frequencies in a radio-
saturated environment. Speaking 
recently at the World Radio Day 
celebrations in Delhi, the UNESCO 
Communication and Information 
(C&I) representative, Yusuph Al-
Amin and I, both reiterated the 
need to reserve frequencies as a 
crucial component of a disaster 
communications framework. 
The CR Support Scheme from 
the Ministry of Information 
&Broadcasting can go a long way 
in addressing both the aspects.

Cross-media alliances: Cuddalore 
Emergency Radio continues 

Lessons from India’s first 
emergency radio
It has been a few months now that India’s first emergency radio has been broadcasting in Cuddalore district of Tamil 
Nadu. There is little doubt that the radio station, based out of the district collector’s office, broadcasting on 107.8 
MHz, has provided information that is important, relevant and useful to local communities. Although programming 
began in the context of disaster and it remains the dominant theme, the initiative has also engaged its listeners 
on other themes such as education, agriculture and health that are of daily utility and relevance. Ram Bhat on the 
lessons and challenges that we could draw from the important initiative

to be highly localised while 
Pondicherry All India Radio 
addresses a couple of districts, and 
there are one or two commercial 
radio stations broadcasting 
entertainment  content. Each of these 
can contribute something and can 
work with each other meaningfully. 
Cooperation rather than competition 
is the need of the hour. 

Public service radio has excellent 
coverage, infrastructure and 
resources but is often low on 
listenership. Commercial radio is 
often low on infrastructure and lacks 
competence in doing public interest 
programming but often has excellent 
listenership. Community radio has 
good audience engagement and has 
good programming but lacks wide 
coverage and infrastructure. If all 

three tiers of radio can work together 
– before, during and after disasters 
– they can create an   impact with 
communities that other electronic/
digital media will find hard to 
match. Could the government or 
civil society come together to forge 
a common platform so that such 
collaborations can be discussed?

Focused programming:
Cuddalore Emergency Radio has 

received excellent support from 
the district collector’s office. This 
has converted to programmes on 
available support schemes from 
the district administration for 
mitigation, information on health 
camps, etc. The radio station 
has also created linkages with 
institutions like Anna University 

Cuddalore Emergency Radio 107.8 on air.
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and such linkages will also go a 
long way in contributing content. 
To enhance the effectiveness of 
emergency (short-term temporary 
infrastructure) and more long-
term disaster preparedness efforts 
on community radio, a focused 
programming plan will need to be 
worked out. 

Preparedness is not just about 
warning systems but also holding 

local environmental, urban planning 
and infrastructural practices 
accountable. It is poor planning 
that exacerbates the impact of 
disasters. During disasters, radios 
need to be trained to disseminate 
credible, accurate and objective 
information. In the aftermath, 
radios need to be trained on how 
to counsel communities, handle 
trauma and pay attention to abuse 

of human rights (for example, 
selective distribution of resources 
along caste/gender lines, etc). 
Both government and civil society 
need to invest in capacity building 
programmes that make available 
resources. 

(Courtesy: CR News. The writer 
is acting president, AMARC Asia 

Pacific.)

<

The Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting has framed a new 
print media advertisement policy 
for Directorate of Advertising 
& Visual Publicity (DAVP) 
with the objective to promote 
transparency and accountability 
in issuing advertisements in print 
media. The policy focuses on 
streamlining release of government 
advertisements in order to promote 
equity and fairness among various 
categories of newspapers/
periodicals.  

The policy introduces a new 
marking system for newspapers to 
incentivise publications that have 
better professional standing and 
get their circulation verified by 
ABC/ RNI. This will also ensure 
transparency and accountability 
in the release of advertisements 
by DAVP. The marking system is 
based on six objective criterions 
with different marks allotted to 
each criterion. 

These include: circulation 
certified by ABC/RNI (25 marks), 
EPF subscription for employees 
(20 marks), number of pages 
(20 marks), subscription to wire 
services of UNI/PTI/Hindustan 
Samachar (15 marks), own 
printing press (10 marks), annual 
subscription payment to PCI (10 
marks). Advertisements shall be 
released by DAVP to newspapers 
based on marks obtained by each 
newspaper.

The policy framework 
includes cir-culation verification 
procedure for empanelment of 

I&B Ministry frames new print media advertisement policy
newspapers/journals with DAVP. 
The procedure involves certification 
by RNI/ABC, if circulation exceeds 
45000 copies per publishing day, 
for circulation up to 45000 copies 
per publishing day certificate from 
cost/chartered accountant/ statutory 
auditor certificate/ ABC is mandated. 
The policy states that RNI circulation 
certificate shall be valid for a period 
of two years from the date of issue 
and in case of ABC, the current 
certificate shall be used for circulation 
certificate. It is stated in the policy that 
DG DAVP reserves the right to have 
figures of circulation checked through 
RNI or its representative.

The policy also stipulates the 
empanelment procedure for multi-
editions of a newspaper. It states that, 
as per the PRB Act whenever copies of 
one edition of a newspaper are printed 
from more than one centre, and if the 
content of newspaper is different, 
they would be treated as different 
editions. Each edition of a newspaper 
is required to have a separate RNI 
registration number and RNI shall treat 
each edition as separate entity while 
verifying the circulation. However, 
the policy guidelines mention that if a 
newspaper, for sake of convenience, 
is printing its copies of an edition in 
more than one printing press without 
adding any additional content, DAVP 
may take the circulations of such 
printing centres into consideration for 
giving rate of that edition.

For payment and adjustment of 
bills, the policy framework mandates 
that DAVP will release payment of 
advertisement bills in the name of 

newspaper/company account 
directly through ECS or NEFT. Also, 
it is mentioned that newspapers will 
publish DAVP advertisement only 
on receipt of the relevant Release 
Order by DAVP. All Release 
Orders issued can be accessed 
electronically at DAVP website.

The policy stipulates that the 
rate structure for payment against 
advertisements released by DAVP 
will be as per recommendations 
of the Rate Structure Committee. 
The policy framework provides 
a premium for prominent placing 
of ads in newspapers and journals 
whose circulation is certified by 
ABC/RNI. DAVP would pay a 
premium of 50 per cent above DAVP 
rates for colour/black & white for 
front page, 20 pc premium for third 
page, 10 pc premium for fifth page 
and 30 pc premium for back page 
to only those newspapers whose 
circulation is certified by ABC/
RNI.

The policy also incentivises big 
category newspapers which are 
willing to publish advertisements 
of educational institutions at DAVP 
rates by giving additional business 
of 50 pc in volume terms, as 
compared to those which are not 
willing to accept such terms. The 
policy has classified newspapers/
journals into three categories 
namely: small (25000 copies per 
publishing day), medium (25001-
75000 copies per publishing 
day) and big (>75000 copies per 
publishing day). <
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The ninth most populous city in 
India and the second largest in 
the state of Maharashtra after 

the state capital Mumbai, Pune has 
no long history of media as such. 
The Times of India, The Indian Express, 
Sakal Times and Pune Mirror all have 
Pune editions. The Indian Express 
does not attempt to localise its 
front page. It has a special page for 
news and events in Maharashtra, 
but doesn’t devote much space in 
this to Pune. The same is the case 
for its pages dedicated to business 
and sports. However, it brings out a 
special supplement, Pune Newsline, 
to cover politics, sports, education, 
health and other civic issues. 

The Times of India’s Pune edition 
does attempt to localise news 
content. The front page generally 
accommodates certain local news 
stories. It is quite apparent that the 
newspaper tries to tap the local 
readers of Pune. It also has dedicated 
local news content under the Times 
City section, and stories from Pune 
find place in the business and sports 
pages too.  The supplement Pune 
Times covers lifestyle news.

Pune Mirror, a part of Bennett, 
Coleman & Co, published in Pune, 
focuses on the news and events of 
the city.  

The Pune-based English daily 
Sakal Times, from the Sakal Media 
Group’s stable, is known for civic 
journalism. This six-page paper 
accommodates very few national 
news items and concentrates on 
community news.

Other national English dailies 
like Hindustan Times and The Hindu, 

Where newspapers compete 
to attract readers 

With the rapid growth of vernacular and digital media in India, the English print media is finding it 
difficult to compete in the market of Pune. English newspapers are localising news content in order 
to retain readers. In the process, the English media has become a mixed bag of tabloid and civic 
journalism, while Marathi newspapers are waging a war among themselves for survival and growth 
in the city, says Santosh Kumar Biswal

and the Mumbai editions of Midday 
and DNA provide cover only major 
news from Pune. The coverage 
given to city-based news by business 
dailies like The Financial Express, The 
Economic Times, Business Standard 
and Mint, all of which have Pune 
editions, is also not extensive.

The English dailies published 
from Pune compete with each other. 
None of the papers have any dearth 
of advertisement revenue. As far as 
circulation goes, The Times of India 
claims to be at the top of the list in 
Pune. Since the city is attracting a 
lot of migrant white-collar workers 
from other parts of the country, the 
future of English journalism appears 
to be bright. 

The Marathi press played a pivotal 
role in the origin and development 
of Indian journalism in the 19th 
Century. Some Marathi newspapers 
published from Pune are worth 
discussing. The daily Sakal stands 
out in regional journalism. Its 
various supplements woo readers. 
Maharashtra Times has been bringing 
out a Pune edition since 2011. 
During the tenure of Bharat Kumar 
Raut as editor, the daily witnessed 
major transitions in terms of layout 
and content to suit the changing 
needs of younger readers. More 
colour pages were added. It was 
also the first Marathi newspaper to 
have a dedicated page for business 
and commerce. 

Pudhari, a popular daily with 
a Pune edition, covers news and 
features for diversified readers. 
Through Kasturi, and Ankur, it has 
attempted to empower women and 

children, respectively. In addition, 
it has an online edition catering to 
Internet users in the state. 

Lokmat, another daily, attempts 
to reach out to readers through 
various sections like Lokmat 
Appointments, Health and Fitness, 
Travel and Tourism, Culture and 
Society, Business and Finance, 
Lokmat Shopping, and Lokmat 
Birthday Wishes.

Loksatta, yet another Marathi daily 
published from Pune, is known for 
its strong editorials and induces the 
spirit of competition. It is equipped 
with an array of supplements 
like Loksatta Diwali Ank, Vruttant, 
Career Vruttant, Tech-IT, Chaturang, 
and Lokrang. Kesari, started by 
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
in1881, was generally known as a 
views paper. Its editorials were on 
issues pertaining to sociological, 
economic and political affairs. 
However, currently, the newspaper 
focuses more on news and events. 
Young readers do not find its 
content and layout particularly 
attractive.

In Marathi, the competition is 
among Sakal, Lokmat and Loksatta, 
Pune. The three regional dailies 
are equipped with modern 
printing technologies and have 
advanced marketing strategies to 
tap opportunities in the regional 
media. 

(The writer is an assistant Professor 
with Symbiosis Institute of Media 

and Communication, Symbiosis 
International University, Pune.)

READERSHIP IN PUNE

<
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Journalism and New Media
A national paper presentation seminar on Implications and Influences of New Media Technologies on Journalism 
was organised by the Department of Journalism, MOP Vaishnav College for Women, Chennai, in February this 
year. Academicians, research scholars and students of media studies from various institutions in India presented                       
21 papers covering many facets of the influence of online media on journalism. Here are three papers presented

Online newspapers and 
youth 
By Rachel Jacob (l) 
and P.V. Sangeetha, 
assistant professors, 
Department 
of Journalism, 
Madras Christian 
College

Young people are curious about 
the world and what is happening 
around them. Online newspapers 
find favour with youth due to 
the easy access of the websites 
and a better ‘readability’ factor in 
comparison with turning multiple 
sheets of newsprint. The authors 
surveyed 100 young people in 
Chennai to assess the frequency 
and duration of online newspaper 
reading, to identify the factors that 
encourage the reading of online 
newspapers and to analyse their 
perception of the credibility of 
online newspapers. 

In India, The Hindu was the 
first newspaper to offer an online 
edition. Major newspapers such 
as The Times of India, The Hindus-
tan Times, The Indian Express and 
The New Indian Express followed 
suit to provide up-to-date news. 
Some newspapers even provide 
e-editions which are digital replicas 
of the newspaper. One important 
feature of the online media in India 
is that the majority of sites are in 
Indian languages. 

Online or web or e-newspapers 
incorporate the best from two 
worlds, that is, the overview and 
familiar design of the printed 
edition and the interactivity and 
continuous updates of the web. 
Online newspapers deliver breaking 

news in a well-timed manner and at 
high speed. They disseminate news 
in a highly engaging and visually 
attractive manner by inserting 
video and audio clips, as well as 
animated graphics together with 
written news reports. 

In the past, people considered 
online newspapers to be alternative 
sources to traditional print news. 
Today, however, alternative media 
have become the new mainstream 
media. The increase in Internet 
penetration, low-cost laptops, tab-
lets, mobile phones and other gad-
gets help readers gain convenient 
access to online news and also 
enhance the growth of online news 
media to a large extent. 

In general, e-newspapers are still 
rated with the highest credibility, 
followed by online and television 
news, respectively. Strong brand 
recognition of online editions of 
well-established newspapers is due 
in part to their ability to provide 
cutting-edge breaking news that is 
reliable. This has led to an increase in 
the demand for online newspapers, 
especially among the younger and 
Internet-savvy generation. 

Today’s youth are exposed to 
the media in many aspects of their 
daily lives, such as education, 
information, communication, 
entertainment, etc. While ‘old’ 
media entertained and informed, 
today's ‘new’ media does more than 
that, and provides an interactive 
platform for the airing of opinions 
and sharing of information, 
facilitating social coordination and 
opinion crystallisation. 

Experts peg the size of the Indian 
youth segment (between the ages 
of 15 and 25) at around 250 million. 
The print media does not always 

provide sufficient information for 
youth, and consequently they end 
up seeking additional information 
from news websites. Their level of 
trust in alternative sources is based 
on how accurately the sites reflect 
the current scenario. They believe 
that the websites present varied 
viewpoints, are more critical, have 
more in-depth analysis and are 
relatively free from interference. 
They are easy to access and readers 
can choose the news that they want 
to read. 

We surveyed 100 randomly 
chosen young people, male and 
female, from different social strata 
in Chennai to assess the frequency 
and duration of online newspaper 
reading, to identify the factors that 
encourage the reading of online 
newspapers and to analyse their 
perception of the credibility of 
online newspapers. The results of 
the study indicated that traditional 
newspapers had not faded away 
from the scene. Youth had an 
almost equal preference for print 
newspapers (33 per cent) and 
online newspapers (31pc); 35 pc of 
those who read newspapers online 
do so very often; 30 pc read news 
online daily; and 25 pc read news 
online often.

Most of the readers spent an 
average of 15 minutes reading online 
newspapers. The Hindu website 
emerged as the most popular, with 
42 pc of those surveyed giving it 
preference, followed by The Times 
of India (34 pc), Deccan Chronicle (8 
pc) and others (16 pc). As much as 
39 pc of the respondents preferred 
to read the content in English, 
followed by Tamil (30 pc), Hindi (17 
pc), others (14 pc). Entertainment 
was the most popular news section 
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among the youth (48 pc), followed 
by sports (24 pc), politics (16 pc), 
health (12 pc), and others (8 pc). 
Of the respondents, 30 pc read 
the complete article while 29 pc 
only glanced through it, and 26 
pc just read the headline and the 
first paragraph. Fifteen per cent 
limited themselves to reading the 
headlines. 

Easy access (42 pc) was the main 
reason why respondents favoured 
online newspapers. Saving time 
(27 pc) was the second biggest 
perceived advantage of using 
online newspapers followed by 
varied options (25 pc), others (6 
pc). Respondents perceived that 
the major function of an online 
newspaper edition was to explore 
the scope of virtual space (38 pc) 
followed by marketing the print 
paper (36 pc) and providing the 
paper with a contemporary image 
(19 pc). 

As many as 37 pc of the 
respondents were satisfied with 
reading newspaper online. A 
majority of the respondents (56 
pc) believed that the news that 
they read online was credible. On 
the other hand, a majority of the 
respondents felt that sensationalism 
was a major drawback of online 
newspapers. As much as 39 pc of 
youth believed that sensitisation 
of youth to violence and other 
social issues were areas that online 
newspapers were weak in.

Mobile phones and 
storytelling 
By Madhavi Ravikumar, 
assistant professor, 
Department of 
Communication, SN School 
of Arts and Communication, 
Hyderabad Central 
University

devices, powered by the Internet, 
has led to widespread production 
and use of news-related content. 
Today, the phones are changing not 
only the way readers and viewers 
consume news but also the way 
content is produced. Journalistic 
practice is no longer merely defined 
by the media forms in which news 
output gets published but by the 
technological means by which it is 
produced. 

Some smartphones are already 
mobile personal computers. Today’s 
audiences know that if a big story 
breaks, it will be available first on 
the web or mobile phone. Filing a 
report first for the mobile and the 
Internet has become second nature 
to many journalists. As more people 
use mobile phones as news devices, 
many questions regarding their use 
of communication devices, however, 
remain unanswered. 

The introduction of mobile devices 
in journalism has changed the work 
practices of journalists and also led 
to the growth of citizen journalism. 
The ubiquitous nature of mobile 
devices has made numerous tasks 
possible for journalists whenever 
and wherever required. MoJos, as 
mobile journalists are called, today 
use mobile devices extensively. It 
is used not just to cover news for 
mobile platforms but also for the 
entire cross-media portfolio. 

Internet connectivity and 
advanced search functionality and 
apps have provided journalists with 
powerful tools for news gathering. 
Today, the journalist can easily 
include contextual metadata on 
location, time and data from the 
mobile device. Journalists are using 
mobile devices for reporting live on 
calamities such as the recent Chennai 
floods, civil unrest and riots. 

Adopting a quantitative and 
qualitative approach to examine the 
practices emerging from the use of 
mobile devices in newsgathering 
and media production, this writer 
gathered primary data such 
as education, occupation, age, 
usage patterns of mobile phones, 
infrastructure, and opinions about 

mobile phones. Anthropological 
tools and participatory appraisal 
techniques such as focus group 
discussions, participatory obser-
vation, and structured interviews 
were used for further analysis. 

The study was undertaken in 
Hyderabad, on a sample of 50 
respondents, (25 journalists and 
25 non-journalists) in the 18 – 
35 years age group, who were 
selected randomly. Two factors 
were considered for this purpose. 
The first was the frequency with 
which the respondents accessed 
news from different media 
channels through mobile phones, 
measured on a five-point verbal 
frequency scale, from every day to 
never. Nearly 30 respondents said 
they tracked news on a mobile 
device on a daily basis while eight 
respondents reported that they 
checked news or news headlines 
on alternate days.  

The second major trend in 
online news consumption was 
gleaned from 45 respondents who 
said they scanned news on social 
networking sites. All 25 journalists 
said they used mobile phones 
extensively in their jobs. Most 
of them explained that sources 
like Twitter and WhatsApp had 
a particular influence on news, 
about emergency situations such 
as terrorist attacks and natural 
disasters. 

Several editors from newspaper 
organisations reported that 
consumer participation in the 
development of news and 
dissemination through various 
social media platforms was high 
among the 18-35 age groups.  
Nowadays news is being distributed 
to the audience through social 
media platforms such as Facebook, 
Twitter, etc, where the news content 
gets mixed with comment, and it 
gets redistributed from individual 
social networks. This kind of flow 
from participatory and empowered 
news consumers had destabilised 
the traditional methods of spatiality 
and temporality, they felt. 

Many journalists said young 

The mobile phone, a tech-
nological innovation for inter-
personal communication, has come 
to influence many spheres. Dis-
semination of news is no exception. 
The advent of touchscreen mobile 
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audiences were increasingly cons-
uming news on smartphones or 
tablets, thus influencing the style 
of news presentation. Today, 
they promote news in short-form, 
summary presentations with 
easily clickable links to longer 
stories. Journalists in decision-
making positions explained that by 
participating in the news streams, 
the news audiences were becoming 
content producers and content 
distributors, and in many instances 
they were becoming the news 
itself. 

Convergence – 
opportunities and 
challenges 
By Chandra Shekar S. (l) 
Anna University, 
Chennai, and Major 
Ashwyn C.S., 14 
Engineer Regiment, 
Secunderabad

Technology-driven change has 
impacted journalism – in the way 
news is produced, disseminated 
and relished. They help journalists 
dig up fresh facts faster and handle 
abundant audience feedback, 
opinions, and varied perspectives 
on the same news stories. A feasible 
template to implement professional 
cross-media practices has been more 
intricate than anticipated. More and 
more citizens are exhibiting their 
concern for vicissitudes occurring 
the world over.  This is discernible 
in the photographs, video footage, 
comments through blogs and 
stories of consequence shared with 
journalists. A dynamic landscape 
with varied witness accounts and 
commentaries is causing journalism 
to undergo a metamorphosis in 
both form and content.

Fragmented audience preference 
is driving media companies to 
tailor their content/programmes to 
suit niche audiences. In addition, 
attention is drawn towards adoption 
of business models based on selling 
advertising space in newspapers 

and on broadcast television. As a 
result, companies are compelled 
to innovate, to survive and also 
become profitable. Some are unable 
to adapt, and face unfavourable 
consequences. 

The perceptible deterioration of 
quality journalism is a reflection 
of the burden on traditional news 
organisations and their journalists; 
unmistakably due to fewer reporters 
on fewer beats, there are fewer new 
perspectives, fewer verifications, 
and less inspired storytelling. 
Such a trend can lead to a crisis in 
journalism. 

Nevertheless, such negativity 
would be partially offset by new 
forms of emerging journalism: 
citizen journalism and data 
journalism. Reports that are fact-
based, verified and corroborated 
about the real world through text, 
audio, and video is what audiences 
can relate to, share, and appreciate. 
Good journalism enables creating 
and strengthening of communities. 

Here are the challenges and 
opportunities of convergence 
viewed through different lenses:

Dealing with speed and • 
quantum of information 
flow from diverse sources 
simultaneously
Shrinking innovation cycles, • 
leading to less verification, 
more sensationalism, mis-
information
Clash of editorial cultures • 
due to differential leanings 
on quality factors 
Struggle for sponsored • 
funding, digital subscription 
strategies, paywalls, 
advertisement revenues
Deprivation of ownership of • 
content due to collaborative 
work 
Effort on engaging consumers’ • 
attention, even while on the 
go without interruption in 
daily routines  
Demanding roles of multi-• 
skilled journalists  like 
backpack journalists or one-
 man- bands

Journalism institutions • 
turning proactive, using 
cognitive apprenticeship 
upgrading  syllabi and 
technological infrastructure 
for mitigating challenges
Need and ability to divide • 
attention among devices, 
daily activities and real-life 
conversations
Changing demography of • 
online readership; preference 
for mobile phones 
Story crafting in appropriate • 
formats for optimised 
delivery
Diminishing costs for storage • 
capacities, broadband net-
works, open interfaces 
Incessant trade-offs between • 
the editorial and commercial 
content  

Convergence has eroded 
numerous traditional differenti-
ators in the market. Geographical 
differentiators remain distinctive 
factors despite variations in patterns 
of reporting and editorial priorities 
based on the size of the news 
‘patch’. Despite similarities in a mix 
of stories, the editorial ‘take’, style 
and tone can be a key differentiator. 
Another differentiator gaining 
importance is price. It poses another 
kind of challenge, since the news 
media market is progressively 
becoming more competitive. 

Access to increasing numbers of 
news voices through the Internet 
along with as many methods to 
spot and endorse a story, brings 
with it a sense of immediacy, of 
risk, and the desire to be first. 
Attention seeking/drawing content 
supersedes traditional points of 
differentiation. Catchy captions 
are driving new forms of news and 
resurgence of soft news. Wooing 
the audience depends solely on 
promotional efforts, either within 
the online portfolio utilising social 
media or via paid promotions. 

(Some of the papers presented  at the 
seminar were published in the April-

June issue of Vidura.)

<
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Were it left to me to decide whether we 
should have a government without newspapers 
or newspapers without government, I will not 
hesitate for a moment to prefer newspapers 
without government: Thomas Jefferson, the 
third United States President (1801-1809)

If there are over one lakh 
newspapers, 1000 TV channels, 
500 radio stations, 1000 million 

mobile phones and 30o million 
Internet connections in India 
on the one side, there are more 
than 30 lakh public information 
communicators, including one lakh 
public relations professionals, on 
the other, involved in the task of 
informing and educating the people 
as active partners in the democratic 
and development process of India.

Who educated 810 million voters? 
Who inspired the farmers to be 
partners in accomplishing the Green 
Revolution and White Revolution? 
India has emerged as the world’s 
largest vibrant democracy. Also, 
the country which was known for 
famines and starvation deaths has 
today not only become a global 
economic player but is also poised to 
become the third biggest economy 
in the world. Both the public 
relations communication practice 
and the media should be proud of 
their role in the two achievements. 

The art of media relations 
assumes great importance in 
creating a well-informed society. 
Globalisation and proliferation of 
the media has not only converted 
the world into a tiny global village 
but also given a fillip to the growth 
of both journalism and public 
relations. Against the backdrop 
of a global competitive marketing 
environment, commercial pressure 

MEDIA RELATIONS

It’s a minefield, but effective
PR can make a difference

Media provides two critical services for Public Relations practitioners – getting information out to the 
target audience and providing a monitoring tool relating to organisations, issues, products, services, 
competitors, trends and society as a whole. C.V. Narasimha Reddi explains

for corporate information and staff 
restrictions in media organisations, 
journalists today depend quite a 
bit on the public relations sector for 
information.

Among various tasks, such as 
employee relations, customer 
relations, community relations or 
relations in crisis management, 
media relations becomes the first 
order of public relations practice, 
because the media is not only a 
constituency but also a conduit to 
reach out to all stakeholders. If the 
media is hungry for information, 
the public relations sector has the 
information to feed it, such is the 
symbiotic relationship between 
public relations and media. 

Adversarial relationship
Traditionally, there has been an 

adversarial relationship between 
public relations and media, 
because journalists consider 
public relations practitioners as 
spin doctors who manipulate 
information and suppress negative 
news to the advantage of the 
corporate world. Other factors for 
such misunderstanding include 
built-in scepticism towards 
official sources, negative image of 
bureaucracy, PR press releases not 
being professionally written, the 
tendency of PR personnel to colour 
media material with unnecessary 
adjectives and propaganda, boss-
oriented media relations policies, 
and the efforts of PR personnel to 
lure the media with advertisements 
support to gain editorial coverage.

Misinformation campaigns by 
corporate communication de-

partments to cover up scams are a 
recent phenomenon. The Rs 140000-
million Satyam Computers scam 
(2009) and Niira Radia’s Vaishnavi 
Communications lobby-ing 
fraud (2009) are two well-known 
examples. The scams not only 
damaged the image of corporate 
communications but also dented 
relations between public relations 
and media.

A free press
“I would rather have a completely 

free press with all dangers involved 
in the wrong use of that freedom than 
a suppressed and regulated press,” 
said Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. The 
Indian press is independent as 
the Fourth Estate and enjoys full 
freedom of speech and expression 
under Article 19 (i) (a) of the 
Constitution. On the other hand, 
the PR section is not independent 
within a given organisation and 
is not free to select news for 
dissemination. Sometimes a public 
relations manager is blamed by the 
management for negative publicity 
or no publicity for a positive story. 
In fact, managements do not relish 
criticism in the media. 

When a particular party in 
power was defeated in the state 
elections, the incumbent chief 
minister blamed the department of 
Information and Public Relations 
for not projecting the desired 
image of the government. For its 
part, the media targets government 
public relations departments for 
burying negative news relating 
to the government. This leads to 
conflict and bad relations between 
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public authorities and the media.  
However, notwithstanding  the 
mutual distrust, public relations 
and media can go hand in hand in 
serving the cause of society under 
a process called effective media 
relations. The purpose of media 
relations is not just to issue press 
releases supplemented by press 
conferences and media briefings 
or even to generate a massive pile 
of press cuttings. The true purpose 
of media relations is to enhance 
the reputation of an organisation 
and its products and to influence 
and inform the public. Good media 
relations can contribute to longer 
term strategy objectives such as:

Improving company or brand • 
image
Changing the attitudes of • 
target audiences
Increasing market share• 
Influencing government • 
policy at local, national or 
international level
Improving communications • 
with investors and their 
advisors and all other 
stakeholders

Media relations is about 
establishing a professional 
relationships with the media, 
understanding how counterparts 

and journalists operate and 
getting to know how to deal with 
timeframes, deadlines and the 
characteristics of newsworthy 
material useful to the readers. Also, 
the public relations manager needs 
to maintain credibility and respect 
not only with the journalists but 
also with top management and 
other colleagues. 

Good media relations is described 
as the art of persuading the media 
that the organisation is worth 
getting coverage, based on truth, 
accuracy, fair play and mutual 
respect. The outcome of effective 
media relationship is tangible 
and visible, whether printed in 
newspapers, published on the 
Internet or broadcast over radio or 
television.  

11 powerful principles 
Media relations is a complex 

and specialised field. Here are 11  
principles for a PR to follow, to 
achieve effective media relations:

Educate the CEO and top • 
management about the 
concept of the Fourth Estate 
and freedom of the press
Understand the functioning • 
of print and broadcast 
media, their expectations, 

deadlines, news requirement, 
circulation, editorial policy, 
readership profile, etc
Think and act as journalists • 
do, and write and provide 
press material that interests 
readers, not the boss
Never suppress or manipulate • 
information to the advantage 
of your management, because 
truth always triumphs
Do not discriminate • 
between media players by 
giving exclusive stories to a 
particular newspaper
Maintain cordial relations • 
with all. Be accessible 24x7
In crisis situations, provide • 
full information to journalists 
– it will pay dividends in the 
long run
Set an agenda for when, how • 
and what to feed the media 
for effective coverage
If criticism appearing in the • 
media is valid and factual, 
respond immediately; get 
the organisation’s stand 
clear and follow up with a 
remedial plan. If the criticism 
is wrong or unwarranted, 
then counter it with facts and 
figures in a rejoinder couched 
in restrained language
The spokesperson who • 
interacts with the media 
must reflect the personality 
of the organisation. Prepare 
the person to handle media 
events effectively and 
efficiently.
Media events such as press • 
conferences, briefings, inter-
views, press tours, open 
house programmes, product 
launches, etc work well. 
Develop a checklist before 
organising such events. 

(The writer, former director, 
Information & PR Department, 

Government of Andhra Pradesh, is 
advisor, Public Relations Department, 

Dr B.R. Ambedkar Open University, 
and editor, Public Relations Voice.)

<
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Worldwide, journalism and 
the news industry are 
struggling in this digital 

age to reassert their relevance and 
value under profoundly changed 
and changing circumstances. 
In response to the challenge, a 
strong view is forming within the 
profession that one way to ensure 
that the activities that constitute 
journalism will continue to matter is 
to hone, strengthen, and develop its 
professional capabilities to perform 
certain core tasks.

In his important book, Out of 
Print: Newspapers, Journalism and 
the Business of News in the Digital 
Age (2013), George Brock, a veteran 
journalist who is currently professor 
of Journalism at City University 
London, identifies verification, 
sense making, bearing witness, and 
investigation as “the irreducible 
core of what can be distinguished 
as journalism and… the basis of 
the trust on which it relies.” He 
predicts that these four core tasks 
will be “the foundation on which 
journalism in the 21st Century is 
going to be rebuilt.”

Over the past half-century, 
there has been an ebb and flow of 
investigative journalism across the 
world, including of course India. 
Related to this, but separate from 
it, there has been an ebb and flow 
of public engagement with the 
results of investigative journalism, 
in response to larger events, trends, 
and issues in politics, economy, 
culture, society, and international 
relations.

But what is investigative journa-
lism? When it comes to definition, 
there is a surprising lack of 
agreement among practitioners and 
scholars in the field. Let us agree on 
the proposition that investigative 
journalism is the discipline of 

Journalism as investigation
Investigative journalism of quality and relevance is valuable in itself, in what it can do for ordinary folk and for society, 
typically holding up truth to power. It can play an instrumentalist role in re-energising professional journalism

digging deep and bringing to light 
verified facts about wrongdoing, or 
about a matter of significance, which 
are sought to be covered up or are 
otherwise inaccessible to the public. 
But getting the facts right only lays 
the foundation for investigative 
work, which will not be worth very 
much if the reporter does not get the 
‘meaning of events right.’

Gabriel García Márquez, who 
started out as a journalist and 
remained engaged with journalism 
and journalism education all his life, 
has a clear view on the central role 
of investigation; interestingly, it is 
a viewpoint shared by many old-
world journalists. In a wonderful 
little meditation titled Journalism: 
The Best Job in the World, delivered 
in Los Angeles in 1996, the great 
writer puts forward the view that 
the education and training of 
young journalists must “rest on 
three central pillars: the priority 
of aptitudes and vocations; the 
certainty that investigation is not a 
professional speciality but that all 
journalism should, by definition, 
be investigative; and the awareness 
that ethics are not an occasional 
condition but should always 
accompany journalism like the buzz 
accompanies the blowfly.”

When Márquez and a number 
of old-world journalists insist 
that there is nothing special that 
needs to be called investigative 
journalism, what they mean is this. 
All journalism worth the name 
must aspire, and be held up, to the 
higher standards demanded by the 
profession, not necessarily as it is 
practised in many places, but at its 
best. This means that truth-seeking, 
verification, digging deep, placing 
facts and events in context and in 
historical perspective, exercising 
the journalistic and, where possible, 

the literary imagination, analysing 
and commenting independently 
and freely, acting justly, humanely, 
and ethically should become an 
integral part of journalism.

Journalism at its core
When you take the broad view of 

journalism that sees investigation 
as one of its intrinsic and core tasks, 
rather than as a super-speciality or 
a sequestered discipline, a vast and 
wonderful vista opens up of work 
that is truth-seeking, richly themed, 
exploratory, imaginative, creative, 
literary, and, above all, passionate 
about freedom, humanity and 
justice.

While investigating, exploring, 
and experimenting, journalists 
of the first rank are not satisfied 
with bringing to light a mass of 
material facts that they manage to 
unearth through diligent work, or 
that falls into their lap by a stroke 
of luck. Their real pursuit is to 
invest these hitherto concealed or 
inaccessible facts with social, moral 
and, often, historical meaning 

N. Ram, chairman of Kasturi & 
Sons and publisher of The Hindu 
Group, delivering the Lawrence 
Dana Pinkham Memorial Lecture 
at the convocation of the Asian 
College of Journalism, in Chennai. 
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and weave them into a coherent 
and compelling story, so that the 
journalism contributes significantly 
to raising social awareness of the 
issues involved and also stands the 
test of time.

Consider these two examples 
of high-quality investigative 
journalism: The Story of a 
Shipwrecked Sailor, young 
newspaper reporter Márquez’s story 
of Luis Alejandro Velasco, originally 
published in the Colombian 
newspaper El Espectador in 1955, 
and Kenzaburo Oe’s Hiroshima 
Notes, which began in 1963 as an 
on-the-spot report for a monthly 
magazine and was completed in 
1965. They are unlikely to find a 
place as case studies in the textbooks 
but as investigative reporting, hard 
worked, meticulously researched, 
imaginatively conceived, and 
beautifully written, they will stand 
the test of time.

Taking the wide-angle approach 
does not mean that news 
organisations should not increase 
investigative bench strength, or 
form special investigative teams for 
particular projects. They should, 
of course. But it does mean that a 
much larger pool of journalists, 
educated and trained in the 
precepts and practice of quality 
journalism, can be drawn into the 
task of investigation than current 
professional practice allows. 
Motivating and empowering this 
greatly enlarged pool of young 
women and men to do thorough, 
thoughtful, and carefully supervised 
investigations into subjects of 
social and moral significance could 
have dramatic effects in terms of 
developing capabilities, improving 
work culture, and raising quality in 
the profession.

Investigation and ethics
Let me take up two problematical 

issues that face reporters who 
investigate sensitive subjects — 
the frequent, almost endemic 
resort to deception, and dealing 
with anonymous and confidential 
sources. The generally agreed 

rules relating to the use of 
deception in investigation are 
clear enough; the problem is with 
their implementation or, rather, 
enforcement in newsrooms. 

The first rule prohibits resort 
to deception unless it becomes 
clear that the information sought 
by the journalist, on a matter of 
significance, cannot be obtained in 
a straightforward way. The second 
rule requires that the ‘public 
interest’ test be applied if the 
deception contemplated is serious 
and would not be countenanced 
in the normal professional course. 
The third rule lays down that any 
investigation that relies on deception 
must be closely monitored by an 
editorial supervisor with sufficient 
experience to make calls on what 
is and is not legitimate from the 
standpoint of professional ethics.

The use and misuse of anonymous 
and confidential sources is a global 
phenomenon, a minefield that has 
claimed many casualties and also 
taken a toll of the public’s trust in 
journalism. The real problem for 
Indian journalism today is not so 
much the protection of anonymous 
and confidential sources. It is the 
licence given to official, corporate, 
and other privileged sources to 
use and abuse its columns and 
broadcast time and space, hiding 
behind the veil of anonymity. 

If they are free from scruple, these 
sources are able to wield power and 
influence without responsibility — 
promoting official agendas and 
special interests, attacking and, 
at times, scandalising opponents 
and opposing views, planting self-
serving stories and, from time to 
time, plain disinformation.

Since the justification for the 
demand of anonymity and 
confidentiality is rarely questioned 
by reporters, and since the deals 
struck routinely between reporter 
and privileged source to grant 
confidential status are rarely 
monitored and supervised properly 
within the newsroom, the misuse of 
sources by journalists, and what is 
even more damaging, the misuse of 

journalists and the news media by 
privileged sources have assumed 
epidemic proportions. This is 
where clear, precisely formulated, 
and well-publicised editorial 
guidelines are badly needed in 
Indian newsrooms.

Investigative journalism of quality 
and relevance is valuable in itself, 
in what it can do for ordinary folk 
and for society, typically holding 
up truth to power. But it can also 
play an instrumentalist role in re-
energising and revitalising the 
field of professional journalism 
that often seems to be tired, losing 
steam, and shedding value. In India 
and South Asia, the news media are 
still in growth mode, but there are 
indications that the global trends 
will catch up with us sooner than 
we think. 

Imagine what a regular flow 
and, over time, given our human 
resources, an explosion of high-
quality investigations, carried out in 
the public interest on subjects that 
matter, can do for the vitality and 
social value of reporting. Imagine 
what this can do for trust in, and 
engagement with, professional 
journalism and the news industry 
in our part of the world.

(Courtesy: The Hindu. This 
article is an adapted excerpt from the 

author’s Lawrence Dana Pinkham 
Memorial Lecture 2016, given at the 

Convocation of the Asian College 
of Journalism, Chennai in May this 

year.) 
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There is little doubt that there is 
more than a touch of glamour 
to be working in the media 

these days along with very good 
money for the right candidates. 
This certainly is one reason why 
more and more former cricketers 
are making a beeline for media 
assignments, rather than becoming 
coaches, umpires or administrators 
which would come more naturally 
for players who have recently 
retired. By ‘right candidates’ I mean 
these very former cricketers who 
have a name and a certain aura 
and who have invaded the field. It 
is another matter that very few of 
them are good at the job they have 
taken up.

Listen, commentary was never 
really your forte
Partab Ramchand wonders whether the influx of former players into the commentary box has improved the quality 
and is of the view that the best commentators are the trained professionals even if they have not played international 
cricket

 Being an international cricketer 
means that he can play the cover 
drive majestically or bowl a well 
disguised googly. It does not 
automatically mean that he will be 
up to the mark as a media presenter. 
This requires very different 
qualifications. A deep knowledge of 
the game, impeccable English and 
the ability to convey your views in 
a manner that keeps the audience 
engaged and entertained. 

You also have to have a pleasing 
personality and a presence that comes 
through on television. Some have it, 
others don’t and unfortunately most 
of the latter are the former cricketers. 
As one famous TV anchor once said, 
“more important than what you say 

is how you say it on television”. 
Unfortunately even if the cricketers 
have something profound to say 
the manner in which it is conveyed 
– either through sub-standard 
English or with a deadpan 
expression – the significance of the 
point is lost on the audience.

 That is not to say that all the 
former cricketing greats have 
something to convey which 
revolves around great insight. Most 
of them utter mundane things that 
even the average cricket follower is 
aware of. The same goes for their 
columns in various publications 
which can be trite and puerile. 

Also, being former international 
cricketers and having represented 
the country, they cannot afford to 
be absolutely candid in their views 
regarding other players, issues or 
controversies and end up more 
often than not sitting on the fence. 
Because of this, their copy suffers 
in credibility for they say things 
in a guarded manner while hiding 
their real feelings.    

Under the circumstances 
whichever way one looks at it, 
there is a lot to be said in favour 
of the professional writer and 
commentator. Nowadays, the trend 
as I said, is to have former stars 
writing and commentating on the 
game. I have nothing against this. 
Certainly there are some technical 
insights that only they can give 
and they can relate dressing-room 
stories and personal anecdotes 
which the professional writer 
or commentator may not know 
about. Ill
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All the same, much of their 
comments are either inane or 
clichéd, something that a close 
observer of the game already 
knows. The professional writer or 
commentator often describes the 
various aspects of the game in a 
much more readable or presentable 
manner. Of course, if a big name can 
double up as professional journalist 
then nothing like it and that is why 
Jack Fingleton’s reports or Richie 
Benaud’s comments have been so 
authoritative. 

Today, the best among the 
commentators and analysts are 
Tony Cozier, Alan Wilkins, Mark 
Nicholas and Mike Haysman and 
none of them has played cricket 
at the highest level. They have a 
friendly voice – so very important 
for radio and television – perfect 
diction, ample knowledge, style 
and substance.

In this connection, the recent 
sacking of Harsha Bhogle from the 
commentators’ panel was certainly 
a step in the wrong direction. India’s 
most popular cricket commentator 
and a respected figure in the 
world of broadcasting suddenly 
found himself on the sidelines just 
because he was trying to be fair and 
objective. So what can we expect 
from those luminaries still around 
for commentary duty? More hype 
and less restraint, a lack of style 
and substance and consequently 
a fall in standards. As if the fall in 
standards over the years was not 
bad enough.  By removing the one 
trained professional commentator 
from the box, the dictatorial 
authorities have dealt the world of 
cricket broadcasting a severe blow

I well remember eminent cricket 
journalist N.S. Ramaswami’s 
comments when he wrote Indian 
Willow in 1970. In the introduction 
he said “my credentials in writing 
this book are a lifelong devotion to 
the game of cricket”. That quality 
I feel is paramount when it comes 
to a high quality of cricket writing. 
Who can forget NSR’s scholarly 
writings that brought back 
memories of Neville Cardus and 

to give just one example who can 
forget his unmatched description 
of G.R. Viswanath’s immortal 97 
not out at Chepauk 41 years ago? 
Today, it is the succinct views of 
the newspaper’s own columnists 
that are more readable than the 
few paras that go under the star 
cricketer’s name.

Even though former players 
adorned the commentators box for 
years, the influx really gathered 
momentum following the coverage 
in Channel Nine of which cricket 
followers in India became familiar 
following the formation of Kerry 
Packer’s World Series Cricket in 
the late 1970s. The media coverage 
was largely hyped as the game 
underwent a major change with the 
advent of night cricket, coloured 
clothing, white balls, black sight-
screens, et al. And in keeping with 
the jazzed-up image, glamour in the 
form of several former Test players 
took over the commentary box. 

Hitherto, a good voice, knowledge 
of the game, interesting tidbits and 
the ability to convey the action on 
the field in a suitably descriptive 
manner were all that mattered. 
But now the hype and the allure 
took over in a big way and the 
most necessary qualification for 
adorning the commentary box was 
that you should have represented 
the country and everything else 
came later. 

 As I said, I have nothing against 
former international players 
turning commentators provided 
they also fulfill the other necessary 
qualifications required for the 
profession. While there are some 
who fit the bill there are many who 
are not able to present themselves 
suitably either through limited 
knowledge of English, their 
inability to express their views 
adequately or being distinctly 
uncomfortable before the camera. 
Not everyone can be a natural in 
anything they take up and having 
played the game at the highest level 
is no guarantee that a Test cricketer 
will make a successful transition to 
the commentary box. 

Also, for someone of that stature 
you would expect something more 
than what you generally get. Except 
in a few cases, there is nothing very 
profound that the ‘experts’ are 
able to put across. Having played 
international cricket means that 
he should be in a position to bring 
some insight into the comments or 
relate some interesting anecdotes. 
But these are few and far between 
and in most cases except for adding 
name value there is nothing very 
insightful. Often the anchors and 
moderators have more interesting 
things to convey besides being 
more natural.  

In the last few years TV coverage 
has been hyped up beyond all 
imagination thanks to aggressive 
marketing and assorted gimmicks 
with sponsors pumping in 
astronomical amounts of money. 
Glamour, too, has taken a new turn 
with the advent of attractive women 
– with or without a cricketing 
background – into the commentary 
box. How much all this has directly 
upped the programme ratings is 
debatable but then with plenty of 
money going around, these are 
here to stay. 

That doesn’t mean that we have to 
listen to some inane comments by 
the experts. I know of many people 
who turn the TV to mute mode and 
just catch the action. I don’t blame 
them. <
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In 1981, Lindsay Hassett, a 
gentleman cricketer turned 
commentator, left the comment-

ary box and turned his back on the 
game saying that he could not stand 
the behaviour of modern players. 
The former Australian captain had 
been a respected figure in the box 
with his gentle voice and balanced 
views. But the growing tantrums of 
cricketers, their obscene gestures 
and outlandish on-field behaviour 
was something that he could not 
stomach. Hassett really loved being 
associated with the game in any 
capacity and for him to take such a 
drastic step was a clear indication 
that player misbehaviour had 
touched a new low. But these days I 
sometimes think what Hassett who 
died in 1994 at the age of 81 would 
have thought of the behaviour of 
today’s cricketers had he lived some 
20 years longer. For, if anything, it 
has plummeted further and there is 
no telling how much further it will 
descend.

Over the years, the growing 
misbehaviour of players on the field 
of play has undoubtedly tarnished 
the image of the game. Old-timers 
who were brought up on the image 
of cricket being a gentleman’s game 
are aghast at the tantrums thrown 
by the prima donnas and the vulgar 
gestures displayed openly even 
by junior players. Certainly, the 
appalling behaviour is one reason 
why many traditionalists have 
turned their back on the game or at 
least do not follow it as keenly as 
they used to in the past.

For more than a century, cri-

That's not cricket — how they 
sullied a gentleman’s game 
Many erstwhile cricket fans have turned their back on the game after being turned off by growing player misbehaviour 
which is a blot on the game. Cricket has suffered enough as a result of various scandals. The image of the once 
noble game must not be eroded further by player misbehavior, says Partab Ramchand, adding that cricketers must 
learn that the game is bigger than the individual

cketers at the international level 
were generally a well-behaved 
lot invoking the spirit of the game 
along with the letter of the law. But 
these days, the phrase ‘cricket is a 
gentleman's game’ would evoke 
only derisive laughter. That phrase 
belonged to an earlier era when 
fieldsmen applauded a batsman 
who reached his century, when a 
batsman said ‘well bowled’ to a 
bowler who had dismissed him and 
when fast bowlers refrained from 
bowling bouncers at tailenders.

These noble qualities associated 
with the game had eroded by the 
time of Kerry Packer's World Series 
Cricket. But there is little doubt 
that the behaviour of the players 
became more boorish as a result of 
their direct involvement in WSC. 
Today, much that is attractive or 
innovative about the game – night 
cricket, coloured clothing, stump 
vision camera, white balls, black 
sight screen et al – can be traced to 
WSC. 

Unfortunately insolent behaviour 
can also be traced to this turbulent 
two-year period. With the 
outbursts becoming increasingly 
unendurable and with the image 
of the game suffering as a result, 
the International Cricket Council 
had to take urgent steps to curb 
the cancerous growth and so in the 
early 1990s, innovations like the TV 
umpire (to help solve dissatisfaction 
with umpiring decisions), neutral 
officials (to quell charges of biased 
umpiring) and the match referee (to 
take action against erring players) 
were introduced.

It was reasonably hoped that 
the steps would act as a deterrent 
to the players. But based on the 
experiences of the last couple of 
decades, it can categorically be 
stated that the innovations have not 
had the desired effect. Successive 
Wisdens have listed defaulters 
under the ICC Code of Conduct 
– various breaches and penalties. 
As regards decisions taken by 
match referees, it must be said that 
these sometimes have raised more 
than the proverbial eyebrow. The 
officials have not been consistent 
– even adopting double standards 
– despite the benefit of certain 
yardsticks. Frankly, too much is left 
to their interpretations, leading to 
charges of incompetence and bias. 
Umpires too have been either lax or 
inconsistent.

 It’s great to talk about passion in 
the game. There is nothing wrong 
about passion per se. But then 
when one accepts passion as part 
of the game it could also lead to 
gestures that have no place on the 
cricketing field. Expressions can 
still be registered within the realms 
of decency. Some decades ago there 
were no such thing as passionate 
action. A bowler dismissed a 
batsman who immediately started 
his walk to the pavilion without 
glaring at the umpire and on the 
field of play the bowler perhaps got 
a pat from the captain and a few of 
his fielders and there would be a 
little impromptu conference till the 
next batsman came in. 

Going back further there are 
photos and films of cricket in the 
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Forties and Fifties and there were 
hardly any over-emotional scenes. 
Writing in his autobiography, Over 
to Me, in 1960, legendary England 
off-spinner Jim Laker made a 
mention of how in his view Richie 
Benaud, the Australian captain, fell 
from grace a little in his behaviour 
when wickets fell. He observed: 
“Almost in the manner of the 
professional soccer player he would 
rush around all but embracing those 
concerned. I am all for enthusiasm 
in its proper place but I felt this 
behaviour did little for the dignity 
of the game of cricket.”

 How different the scene is today!  
Passion brings in more excitement 
and feeling say the protagonists 
but then it also leads to unfortunate 
scenes. A youngster watching 
successive films of Test matches 
played in the 1950s and 60s on 
YouTube asked me, “Didn’t they 
enjoy their cricket in those days?” 
This was in reference to the fact that 
there was hardly any celebration at 
a batsman’s dismissal. I told him 
that of course they were happy 
but they believed in maintaining 
decorum on the field of play. I 
really couldn’t fault the youngster 

who has been following the game 
only in the 21st Century.   

Unfortunately, players behaving 
like louts on the field of play is 
nothing new. Over the past three 
decades and more we have had 
many unhappy episodes that have 
sullied the image of the game. 
Can anyone ever forget the sight 
of Michael Holding kicking the 
stumps in New Zealand in 1980 
when an appeal was turned down 
by the umpire? In the same series, 
Colin Croft barged into umpire 
Goodall after he had turned down 
an appeal. A year later came Sunil 
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Gavaskar's infamous walk out 
incident at Melbourne after an 
altercation with Dennis Lillee. 
The fiery Australian fast bowler, 
already infamous for the aluminum 
bat incident in 1979, was embroiled 
in another unsavoury controversy 
involving Javed Miandad two 
years later. The sight of umpire 
Tony Crafter separating the two 
‘warriors’ – the one with clenched 
fists and the other aiming to club 
Lillee with his bat – was the kind 
of photograph that brought tears 
to the eyes of the genuine cricket 
fan, who all along thought that the 
adage ‘it's not cricket’ stood for 
anything unfair and unsporting.

As if all this was not enough, 
worse was to follow over the 
next decade. The questioning of 
umpires' decision became more 
open, the star players behaved like 
they were prima donnas and the 
clashes between the batsmen and 
the bowlers and fielders became 
more and more disreputable. And 
in 1987, the image of the game 
touched a new low, first with the 
incident involving Chris Broad 
who refused to leave the crease 
after being given out caught behind 
by the umpire in a Test in Pakistan. 
And in the following Test there was 
the infamous row between Mike 
Gatting and Shakoor Rana. Graham 
Morris' famous photograph of Rana 
and Gatting squaring up to each 
other was somehow symbolic of the 
growing malaise that had engulfed 
the game.

And then of course there is 
sledging. This particular word was 
unknown to old-timers or even 
middle-aged cricket lovers. Cricket 
was always a contest between 
ball and bat, between the bowler 
and the batsmen, a game of pure 
aesthetic and tactical skills until this 
unfortunate slur on the game on the 
game grew like a cancer sometime 
in the seventies. There should be no 
place whatsoever for sledging in 
the game. 

Ian Botham in his autobiography 
released about a decade ago 
expressed his apprehensions about 

the spate of sledging that has been 
seen in recent years and how it 
is threatening to snowball out of 
control. As he says, “The practice of 
sledging destroys that special bond 
between players and if something is 
not done about it soon the game will 
be damaged beyond repair. I am no 
saint and I have exchanged a few 
words with opponents in my time 
but there is a line beyond which 
players know they shouldn’t go.” 

The cricketers should remember at 
all times that they are ambassadors 
for their team and the game of cricket, 
they need to carry themselves in an 

appropriate manner and that they 
are role models for youngsters.

It must be admitted that at most 
times, the punishments meted 
out to the erring players is just 
not enough. Perhaps the time has 
come for harsher punishment to be 
meted out – yes, perhaps even red 
and yellow cards like in football. 
The authorities must clamp down 
heavily on unacceptable behaviour 
by players parading themselves as 
successors to gentlemen cricketers 
like Jack Hobbs, Frank Worrell and 
Gundappa Viswanath. <

Club FM, the radio division of the Mathrubhumi Group, launched its 
fifth radio station and the first overseas, in UAE. The station will be aired 
on the frequency 99.6 FM and will offer authentic and edited news and 
round-the-clock entertainment and music programmes to the Malayalee 
diaspora. Youth heart-throb Dulquer Salmaan in his role as is the face of 
the newly launched station.

The launch function was attended by DulquerSalmaan, the station’s brand 
ambassador, as chief guest, along with P.V. Chandran, managing editor; 
M.V. Sreeyams Kumar, director - Electronic & Media; P.P. Saseendran, 
News head; P.S. Shree Kumar, general manager; and K.R. Pramod, chief 
manager, Public Relations.

Speaking on the occasion, Shreyams Kumar said, “Club FM is a sunshine 
brand, cherished for its zest, positivity and humour, and Club 99.6 will 
also share the same qualities. We have assiduously channelised our efforts 
in envisioning this product for UAE, which is a good market for FM. We 
are sure that our new endeavour will strike a chord with the young and 
among Gulf Malayalees.” 

     (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)

Mathrubhumi's Club FM goes on air 
in the United Arab Emirates

<

After Aveek Sarkar stepped down as chief editor of ABP publications The 
Telegraph and Anandabazar Patrika, he has been replaced by his brother, 
Arup Sarkar, as the chief editor of ABP News Network. Earlier, Arup Sarkar 
was the Chief Editor of the group’s Bengali magazines. Aveek Sarkar will 
continue as chairman of the group

ABP News Editorial is now be headed by Milind Khandekar. Digital 
editorial will also continue to be headed by Khandekar. All Regional 
Channels of ANN will report to Shazi Zaman. Milind Khandekar and 
Shazi Zaman will both report to Arup Sarkar.

                      (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)

Arup Sarkar is chief editor at ABP

<
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Viswanathan Subramanian, 
better known to readers as 
Charukesi, had his first article 

published in the popular children’s 
magazine Kannan in the issue dated 
April 15, 1955, when he was just 17 
years old. The favourable response 
and the princely sum of five rupees 
he received for the one-page article, 
besides the encouragement he got 
from the editor, ‘Aarvi’, motivated 
him to continue writing articles and 
stories aimed at children. 

In his early years, Charukesi 
specialised in writing humourous 
articles on a variety of topics, 
which were published by Kannan 
and Kalkandu. Charukesi fondly 
remembers the encouragement 
he received from the legendary 
Tamilvanan, editor of Kalkandu, 
the popular youth-centric weekly. 
Charukesi had his first short story 
published in Kalki Weekly in March 
1960. Kalki’s editor K. Rajendran en-
couraged him to write on a variety 
of subjects, including medicine, 
literature, painting, politics, theatre, 
administration, industry, etc. 
Noting his penchant for humour, 
Rajendran encouraged him to 
write political satire, too. While 
contributing to Kalki, he also wrote 
short stories for other leading Tamil 
journals. 

So, why Charukesi as the pen 
name? “Initially I was writing in my 
name, but my friend Vadoolan said 
Viswanathan was a very common 
name and suggested Charukesi. 
I was not even aware at the time 
that it was the name of a popular 
raga.” Indeed, Charukesi never for 
a moment at the time thought that 

An ode to a writer of 60 years, 
and counting

Charukesi is the name of beautiful raga in Carnatic music. It is also the pen name of Viswanathan 
Subramanian, a well-known bilingual author, music/dance critic, translator and columnist. R.V. Rajan 
tells the story about the multi-dimensional writer, who is in his 60th year of writing

one day he would be asked to write 
music reviews. Though he had no 
formal training in music, he picked 
up nuggets of information over the 
years. “I used to attend three or four 
concerts of Carnatic and Hindustani 
music every week. With the help of 
reference books, I slowly picked 
up knowledge and began writing 
reviews.” 

When did the Tamil writer start 
writing in English? “During my stint 
with Pfizer in Ahmadabad between 
1965 and 1970, I contributed a few 
articles to the company’s house 
magazine Crucible and they were 
well received. That gave me the 
confidence to write in English. 
When I returned to Madras, I tried 
my hand at writing for the Sunday 
supplement of The Hindu. Two of 
my articles got published. Later, 
the editor of Weekend Express, 
S. Viswanathan, gave me an 
opportunity to review Tamil books 
in English. 

I was also encouraged to do 
interviews. Then K.S. Latha of 
the Economic Times offered me 
opportunities to write about events 
and personalities every week. The 
Hindu’s Friday Review editor, Geetha 
Venkatramanan, asked me to write 
not only music reviews but also on 
other topics. Another editor who en-
couraged me was V. Ramnarayan of 
Sruti. So, while I was continuing to 
write stories and essays in Tamil, I 
wrote in English as well.”

Charukesi’s standing as an able 
translator of books started with 
an assignment to translate Sudha 
Murty’s three books from English 
to Tamil. This was followed by 

many other assignments: diplomat                              
R. Kannan’s voluminous book 
on C.N. Annadurai he found 
challenging, as original quotations 
in Tamil from 112 books had 
to be inserted in appro-priate 
passages. Equally challenging 
was Sathyamurti’s letters in two 
volumes. Many other English-to-
Tamil translations followed. He has 
also translated eight books from 
Tamil to English, including Guru 
Bhakti, Guru & the Disciple, and a 
few biographies. He won the the 
Best Translator Award presented 
by Kalaimagal Magazine, instituted 
by the Ka Sri Sri family, Ka Sri Sri 
being an outstanding translator. 

Charukesi’s own titles that have 
been published include three 
collections of short stories for 

Charukesi Viswanathan.
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children – Kakitha Padagu, Natpu 
Valarga and Oru Kilai Paravaigal, 
two collections of humorous short 
stories, Thummalukku Kai Koduppom 
Irumalukku Kural Koduppom and 
Oru Nayamaana Kadhal, and a 
serious short story collection titled 
Nagai. This has been translated into 
English by C.G. Rishikesh. 

His recent book Mammootty 
Mudhal Manmohan Singh Varai is a 
collection of articles from different 
Deepavali other special issues. 
Vikatan Publications brought out 
his book on Kanchi Mahaswami; 
it is in its sixth edition. Cheena 
Anubhavangal, a travelogue, was 
serialised in Kalki and then brought 
out as a book. 

Among the unforgettable 
experiences, Charukesi recalls his 
visit to Uttar Pradesh along with 
photographer Yoga to do feature 
stories for Kalki on the elections 
there in 1984. On the way to Delhi, 

when the train stopped at Bhopal 
Station, Yoga felt a burning sensation 
in his eyes. They also found a lot of 
passengers getting into the train 
with bandaged eyes. It was then that 
he learnt first-hand about the Bhopal 
gas tragedy from the affected people 
and did a special story for Kalki. 

Charukesi also remembers the 
humility of Manmohan Singh, the 
newly appointed finance minister, 
in 1991, whom he had gone to 
interview for Kalki. Not only did the 
minister profusely apologise for a 
missed appointment the previous 
day but also walked with him up to 
the door to see him off at the end of 
the interview. 

Born into a big family, Charukesi 
was the second son. After schooling 
in Salem, he received a diploma 
in Commerce from the Indian 
Merchants Chamber and in 1960 
joined Pfizer in Madras. He retired 
as the officer-in-charge of the 

Chennai depot of the company 
in 1998. All through his career he 
wrote as a hobby. He became a 
full-time writer after retirement. 
Still prolific, he continues to pound 
away on his computerfor about 
six hours every day, churning out 
articles in English and Tamil. He 
now contributes a weekly column 
to Dinamani. He has written more 
than 8000 articles and a couple of 
hundred short stories in the past 
six decades. 

Now 78, Charukesi looks a 
serious person, but his sense of 
humour is palpable in his writings. 
He also packs a lot of energy in his 
lean frame. “Walking keeps me 
healthy,” he says.

(The writer is a rural marketing 
guru who now spends his time 

mentoring, writing, lecturing and 
cooking. He was chairman, Anugrah 

Madison, and managing director, 
WAN-IFRA India.)

<

The Wire has announced the appointment of Pamela Philipose as its Public editor, a position  created to add 
a new layer of  transparency and accountability to the organisation’s editorial functioning. She will function 
independently of The Wire‘s editorial structure and her mandate will be to examine and, where appropriate, 
investigate complaints and concerns that readers may have about its coverage. The Wire says it will undertake 
to publish her views on its coverage without editorial interference.

With the appointment of Philipose, The Wire becomes the second Indian media organization (after The Hindu) 
to appoint a Public editor, and the first purely digital publication to do so. She will formally assume her duties at 
the end of September. One of India’s most experienced and respected journalists,  Pamela Philipose began her 
career with The Times of India and was until 2014 the director and editor-in-chief of Women’s Feature Service, 
a news agency mandated to highlight development issues with a gender focus in media coverage. She has 
since worked as a senior fellow with the Indian Council of Social Science Research to research contemporary 
trends in the mediatisation of Indian society. She was also an advisor to the Media Task Force of the Government 
of India’s High Level Committee on the Status of Women Report. 

Earlier, Philipose was senior associate editor with The Indian Express, anchoring the edit page and writing 
commentary on a range of issues, including those of conflict, politics, development and the media. Philipose was 
awarded the Chameli Devi Jain Award for Outstanding Woman Journalist in 1999 and the Zee Astitva Award 
for Constructive Journalism in 2007. 

                    (Courtesy: The Wire)

Pamela Philipose to be Public editor, The Wire

<
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It seemed a bit daunting at first 
glance, but minor misgivings 
were put to rest as soon as we 

plunged into the workshop. We were 
made aware of a veritable world 
that existed behind and around the 
moving image that we consumed 
in theatres and our digital screens. 
The firm foundation and context 
for such knowledge was laid early 
on in the course of the workshop, 
with film researcher Camille Blot-
Wellens’ lectures that covered the 
entire history of the moving image 
in its many iterations. 

We were provided a thorough 
grounding in the sphere of 
preservation and conservation 
by the Head Curator of the 
George Eastman Museum, Paolo 
CherchiUsai, who acquainted us 
with the challenges of preserving 
filmic artefacts. It was a high-wire 
act, we realised, given the shortage 
of funds and the sheer volume of 
films to be saved and the oft-used 
analogy of a medical triage process 
was indeed an apt one. 

A masterclass in safeguarding 
film legacy
The Film Preservation & Restoration Workshop India 2016 was an exhilarating experience for Bishaldeb Halder. 
Conducted by Film Heritage Foundation in partnership with the National Film Archives of India and the International 
Federation of Film Archives, the curriculum was packed with lectures and practical sessions over a ten-day period 
taught by a high-profile faculty from the leading museums and archives in the world

The team from L’Immagine-
Ritrovata, one of the foremost film 
restoration facilities in the world, 
presented before us a nuanced, stage-
wise account of the painstaking 
process of restoring a film, similar 
to a work of art. Participants were 
divided into smaller groups of 
six or seven each for the practical 
sessions. Attending the sessions 
enabled us to see, at close-quarters, 
much of what had been spoken of 
during the lectures, especially about 
restorative processes. 

The sessions on film comparing 
by Silvia Spadotto and on film 
repair by Marianna de Sanctis left us 
rather gratified at having managed 
a firmer grasp of those processes, 
while being in awe of their personal 

elegance and flair. The division into 
smaller groups gave us greater to 
freedom to interact and exchange 
ideas and notes, which was 
particularly interesting given that 
the participants came from various 
disciplines and practices.

The fraught, and sometimes con-
frontational, relationship between 
analogue and digital film was 
tackled expertly by Dr Richard 
Wright, a broadcast and signal 
engineer with more than three 
decades at the BBC. His exposition 
of the ways in which the analogue 
and digital modes of moving 
image production and storage 
could work synergistically, and not 
adversarially, was a real eye-opener. 
It brought much-needed nuance 

Camille Blot-Wellens conducting a 
class on film identification.

Spencer Cristiano handling a class on film projection.
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and granularity to a debate that has 
become increasingly strident of late 
pitting the nostalgia of celluloid 
versus the practicality of the digital 
format. 

For me, personally, the most 
vital of all the lectures were the 
ones delivered by Thelma Ross, the 
chief cataloguer at the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York. Right from 
her opening notes, her lectures were 
a series of epiphanies elucidating 
the core concepts, objectives and 
challenges of cataloguing. The 
lectures completely re-oriented our 
notions and views of cataloguing 
and data management. 

The lectures and practical 
sessions on various photographic 
processes and their identification 

by TainaMeller of George Eastman 
Museum were endlessly fascinating, 
at times, literally so, as we struggled 
to contain all the information within 
temporal and mnemonic limits. We 
were taken on a guided tour through 
the National Film Archives of India, 
the venue of the workshop, to give us 
an idea of the preservation practices, 
environment controls, storage and 
documentation protocols, and 
safety measures deployed by them. 
We ended the tour with a greater 
understanding and appreciation of 
the fragility, even volatility, of film. 

Finally, I’ll try to explain the impact 
of the sessions we had with Spencer 
Cristiano, the chief projectionist 
at George Eastman Museum, with 
an illustration. I think it would be 

sufficiently indicative of the impact 
the workshop, as a whole, has had 
on us. Each day would end with 
a film screening in the evening at 
the NFAI theatre mostly in their 
original 35 mm prints on analogue 
projectors. 

It was at one such film screening 
that the playing film kept giving 
way to a greying screen that went 
blank, only to resume after a few 
moments. One could tell that 
the patience of the audience was 
wearing thin due to the recurrent 
interruptions. In the middle of one 
such instance, the screen, instead of 
turning grey, turned bright yellow. 
An instant later, there appeared a 
bubble in the centre of the screen, 
rapidly expanding outwards, its 
edges progressively darkening. 
Before it covered the whole screen, 
the yellow light went out, leaving 
a dark imprint of the edges on 
our eyes. The halls lights came on 
instantly to the sound of numerous 
gasps and exclamations of dismay. 
The entire audience seemed to have 
understood what had happened – 
a portion of the reel had burnt up 
inside the projector – and after a 
moment of stunned silence, several 
among us got up and trooped up 
rapidly to the projection room in 
sheer concern for the reel and the 
projectionist.

Having seen Spencer deconstruct 
the entire process of film projection 
for us a day ago, we experienced 
a curious phenomenon just then: 
we were simultaneously aware of 
the illusion on the screen before 
us, and the reality that engendered 
the illusion, behind our backs. A 
rupture in the illusion, and the 
whole audience knew immediately 
what the corresponding break in 
reality was. Were it not for such 
awareness, we could hardly have 
had such an immediate, almost 
visceral, reaction to the rupture, 
much less be compelled to do 
anything to do about it.

(The writer works as an archivist 
and researcher at Film Heritage 

Foundation, Mumbai.)
Bishaldeb Halder at a class on 
conservation treatment of photographic 
prints and negatives.

Marianna De Sanctis demonstrating film handling techniques and repair.

Taina Meller explaining conservation 
treatments of photographic prints and 
negatives.

<
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How authentic is the portrayal 
of the courtroom, lawyers 
and judges in Hindi films? 

The visual representation of the 
courtroom in cinema is filled with 
inaccuracies. Satyajit Bhatkal, 
currently producing television 
software, says that the courtroom is 
visually abused. “The worst abuse 
has been in art direction – practically 
every courtroom has been shot 
with the statue of the goddess of 
justice blindfolded and holding 
scales – typically perched on the 
judge's desk! I have practised law 
for ten long years in courtrooms all 
over the great state of Maharashtra 
and also in several parts of India 
and have yet to encounter the said 
goddess,” he writes. 

Photographs of Gandhiji, Nehru, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and 
the Satyameva Jayate emblazoned 
behind the judge’s chair are other 
ubiquitous items that make up 
the celluloid representation of 
courtrooms. These ‘fantastic’ props 
set the tone for the ‘fantastic’ conduct 
of leading characters in courtroom 
scenes. Which self-respecting hero 

Bollywood and courts – 
far removed from reality?

‘Fantastic’ props have set the tone for the ‘fantastic’ conduct of leading characters in courtroom 
scenes of average mainstream Hindi films. But there are some outstanding examples that mirror real 
life, and sets the audience thinking, says Shoma A. Chatterji

of the 1970s and 1980s has not 
hectored the judge? Which heroine 
who swears on her glycerin tears 
has not been screeched at by an 
examining lawyer and broken 
down in court?

Lawyers are often caricatured 
in films. A cop will always arrive 
late at a crime scene; a doctor will 
always ask the relatives of his 
patient to have faith in God; and a 
judge will always be shown saying 
“order, order, order” as he bangs 
his gavel to warn noisemakers 
in his courtroom. “Who uses the 
gavel? I am yet to see any judge of 
a lower or a higher court use it,” 
scoffs Akhileshwar Dayal, senior 
advocate, district and sessions 
court, Meerut. “Hindi cinema is far 
removed from reality when it comes 
to depicting courtroom scenes,” he 
adds.

The uniform of the woman police 
officer is also always tailored to 
cling to her shapely body. The best 
example is in Drishyam where 
Tabu plays the role of an IGP. 
The portrayal of her character in 
the film depicts a gross misuse 
of administrative powers. Her 
official duties are superseded 
by her maternal anxieties. She is 
shown torturing an entire family 
of suspects whose guilt in her son’s 
disappearance has yet to be proved. 
She commands her juniors to beat 
up and thrash a little girl and her 
mother. What image of the police 
force does the film represent and 
how did the Censor Board give it 
an A certificate? 

Screen policemen are also 
shown wearing the wrong kind 

of badges, the wrong number of 
badges, and even the wrong kind 
of uniform, which amounts to 
misrepresentation of their official 
designation. Lack of technical and 
official advice leads to insult and 
abuse of the police force in films. It 
also causes misinformation in the 
audience.

Violation of censorship laws
Rule (x) of The Central Board 

of Film Certification’s guidelines 
clearly states that the Board must 
ensure that visuals or words 
involving defamation or contempt 
of court are not presented. Films 
like Meri Awaaz Suno, Meri 
Adalat, Shahenshah, Akhri Adalat 
and Andha Kanoon have brazenly 
violated the guideline and have 
got away unscathed. Between 1985 
and 2006, things took a turn for the 
worse. As journalist Kiran Sheikh 
points out: “The conceptualisation 
of right and wrong in Hindi films 
is yet at an elementary stage of 
black and white; the characters 
very rarely have any subtlety in 
their portrayals. The constant 
exposure to this sort of morality 
can distort the value systems of 
an impressionable person. The 
simplistic solutions offered are often 
too unrealistic to serve as guidance 
to the viewers.” She elaborates that 
films like Agneepath, Dayavan, 
Nayakan, Khalnayak, Narsimha 
and Divyashakti glorify the don, 
the villain and the cold-blooded, 
calculating killer.

The random use, abuse and 
misuse of violence by the average 
hero of the average mainstream The Jolly LLB film poster.



52 July-September 2016VIDURA

film have reduced him to a 
marketable commodity devoid 
of human values. He mirrors the 
terrorist in Punjab and Kashmir, 
the fascist in Gujarat, the regional 
fascist of Assam, the legitimised 
army killer and rapist in Manipur 
much more than he is in any way 
close to our mythological heroes 
Ram or Yudisthira. He is closer to 
extremists and terrorists of various 
hues. Does that sustain him as a 
hero anymore? Or does the term 
hero itself need redefining within 
the framework of a changing, 
violent and corrupt society? 

Real-life stories
Real life stories involving the 

legal and judicial fraternity and 
the system have been the subject 
of some prominent films. The first 
one that comes to mind is No One 
Killed Jessica (2011) directed by 
Rajkumar Gupta. The director has 
tried to show how, in most cases, 
criminal lawyers are helped by 
the entire system that facilitates 
tampering with original evidence in 
order to protect the accused. In real 
life, the trial court had acquitted 
the killer. Rani Mukherjee won 
four different Best Actress awards 
for her representation of the feisty 
and fiery television journalist who 

investigates the incident. The film 
also won an award for best editing. 

Jolly LLB (2013), written and 
directed by Subhash Kapoor, was 
inspired by the real-life infamous 
Sanjay Nanda-BMW hit-and-run 
case in Delhi in January 1999. The 
courtroom scenes are intercut with 
the trials and struggles of a new 
lawyer, Jagdish Thyagi, or Jolly, 
who fights his first case against an 
established and arrogant lawyer 
(Boman Irani) to get justice for the 
six pavement dwellers who lost 
their lives. The representation of 
the court precincts, the supporting 
staff of typists, small-time lawyers 
looking for cases, the arrogance 
of the established lawyer who 
throws his weight around within 
the courtroom, the seemingly 
lackadaisical attitude of the judge 
sitting on the case, and the skeletal 
police bodyguard provided to Jolly 
who takes prompt action when 
the time is right, are done with 
authenticity and conviction.

Ankur Arora Murder Case (2013) 
focussing on medical negligence 
by top-class surgeons in private 
nursing homes, is a medical thriller 
directed by Suhail and written by 
Vikram Bhatt. It is based on a real-
life incident where a boy dies on 
the operation table due to medical 
negligence. The film was part 
hospital procedure, part courtroom 
drama, with a dash of chase-and-
hunt thriller, The clash between an 
all-powerful doctor who has lost 
sight of his primary purpose of 
saving lives, and the intern who is 
willing to lose everything in the fight 
for justice, created some crackling 
drama and shed some light on 
medical negligence and how it can 
be both covered and exposed by the 
law and the judiciary.

Court was the surprise package 
with the Best Feature Film at the 
62nd National Awards 2015. It won 
best film in the Orizzonti section 
as well as the Lion of the Future 
Luigi de Laurentiis award for a 
debut film. Chaitanya Tamhane, 
27, who directed the film, calls 
Court a “complete subversion of the 

courtroom genre”. It is perhaps one 
of the finest expressions of Indian 
cinema in recent times. It takes 
on the country’s broken judicial 
system, with a Dalit singer-activist 
at the centre, and has been filmed 
with a largely non-professional cast 
and crew painstakingly handpicked 
from the streets, government 
offices, hospitals, banks and so on.

Ethical questions about choosing 
real-life stories remain. India is a 
democracy here the Constitution 
grants us the right to freedom of 
expression. Therefore, a filmmaker 
cannot be denied the right to create 
a celluloid version of a delicate 
real-life case. But if the work does 
not lead to greater information 
being made available, perpetuation 
of knowledge about the people 
involved, or gives a one-sided 
account of the real case, then 
questions will remain.

(The writer is a senior journalist 
and film historian based in Kolkata. 

This is an extract from a paper 
presented by the author at the 

National Judicial Academy, Bhopal 
during a Conference on Public Trust 

& Confidence in the Justice System on 
19th September, 2015.) 
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Court, said to be one of the finest 
Indian films in the recent times.
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What happens when a 
regional film faces the 
same block, not at the 

central level but at the regional 
level? The media is not interested, 
because the issue does not catch 
eyeballs the way Udta Punjab did. 
A case in point is journalist-turned 
filmmaker Pratim D. Gupta’s yet-
to-be-released film in Bengali called 
Shaheb Bibi Golaam. The title has 
no link with the Guru Dutt classic 
of the same name or the story it was 
based on. According to Gupta, it 
is a thriller that faced the ire of the 
regional censor board in Kolkata. 
Incidentally, the film was screened 
at the New York Indian Film Festival 
and at the International Film 
Festival of South Asia, Toronto. His 
film features noted actors Swastika 
Mukherjee, Anjan Dutt, Parno Mitra 
and Rittwik Chakraborty. 

“The producer and I decided to 
release the film in January 2016. 
Accordingly, I approached the 
regional branch of the CBFC for a 
screening in December last year. 

Udta Punjab is not a one-off
Bollywood is synonymous with Indian cinema for the purposes of most discussions, debates and analyses. Therefore, 
the big fight between Pehlaj Nihalani, the head of the Central Board of Film Certification, and Anurag Kashyap over 
the latter’s film Udta Punjab was prominently covered by the media across various arms – print, television, Internet, 
and so on. Shoma A. Chatterji provides the perspective  

When called for the screening, I 
found that there was one gentleman 
and two ladies on the panel along 
with the regional officer. The 
regional officer informed me that 
they would have another screening. 
When I went for the second 
screening, the same two gentlemen 
were present along with two ladies, 
neither of who was present for the 
first screening. The regional officer 
was also present. Of the two ladies, 
one was Agnimitra Paul, a famous 
fashion designer, and the other was 
Ms Mala Dutta Ghosh. The latter 
claimed that the film was ‘morally 
degrading’ because it portrayed a 
housewife practising prostitution. 
The certification was denied on 
this ground. So, the film was sent 
to the revising committee with 
BJP politician George Baker as 
chairperson and six panel members, 
three men and three women.”

Talking of ‘moral degradation’ for 
showing a housewife as a prostitute, 
one example is of a cameo character 
in Satyajit Ray’s Jana Aranya, in 

which a house-wife is shown as a sex 
worker with her husband’s support. 
Basu Bhattacharya’s Aastha shows 
Rekha, a happily married woman 
with a daughter, voluntarily gett-
ing into prostitution to be able to 
buy into a materially luxurious life 
which her husband’s modest salary 
as a professor does not permit. 

No censor ever raised a voices 
over these depictions. Why? 
Coming back to Gupta’s film, 
the revising committee raised 
an objection over a rape scene. 
Strangely, it did not raise the point 
of ‘moral degradation’. When Gupta 
asked Baker what was wrong with 
depicting rape in a film when it was 
happening across the country in 
real life, he replied that he did not 
have a personal objection, but was 
merely honouring the decision of 
the panel. 

Gupta subsequently approached 
the Film Certification Appellate 
Tribunal in Delhi, which found 
nothing objectionable about the 
film. “They recommended that I 
mute five or six scenes in the film 
and clip the rape scene to reduce its 
footage. The film is now scheduled 
for release on 26th August, 2016,” 
says Gupta. Fortunately, once FCAT 
passes a film, the regional board has 
no say. But then the question arises 
– if FCAT has so much power and 
can overrule the board’s decisions, 
why have the board at all?

The regional board in West 
Bengal is responsible for certifying 
films from the Northeast. The 
rotating members are around 40 to 
50 but only 15 of them are regularly 
present. Besides, among the women, 
only two or three live in Kolkata 
while the others have to travel to get 
there, so usually only the women On the sets of Har Har Byomkesh.
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who live in 
Kolkata and the 
men attend the 
screenings. 

E a r l i e r , 
two or three 
Bengali films 
were clamped 
down upon by 
the regional 
board. One 

deprive the audience of seeing what 
they ought to see and drawing their 
own conclusions. 

Each region in India has its 
own standards of morality and 
aesthetic values. One cannot rule 
out the possibility of conflict of 
opinion among regional panels 
and the central board. The problem 
is worsened by members being 
drawn from different linguistic 
groups who may find it difficult 
to pass judgement on a film 
without knowing the language and 
depending only on visuals, music 
and sound. 

For example, if they find things 
are visually okay, they may clear 
the film without understanding the 
double entendre in the dialogue. 
The Kamal Hasan starrer Kalyan 
Raman (Tamil) was given a U by the 
Central Board of Film Certification. 
But when it was made in Hindi, it 

was given an A. CBFC’s guidelines 
amended up to May 1983, clearly 
lays down its three-fold objectives 
of censorship: (a) the medium 
of cinema remains responsible 
and sensitive to the values and 
standards of society, (b) artistic 
expression and creative freedom 
are not unduly curbed, and (c) 
censorship is responsive to social 
change. 

A filmmaker makes films not only 
because he chose it as his vocation 
but because he feels that for him, 
it is the ideal way to exercise his 
freedom of artistic, literary and 
social expression. It is the language 
in which he speaks and he wants 
everyone to hear what he has to 
say – through his film. He and his 
team spend a great deal of effort, 
concentration, time and energy, 
apart from huge amounts of the 
producer’s money towards the 
making of a film, any film. 

Why then, assuming his 
intelligence and his ability to feel 
the pulse of his audience, would 
he put anything in his film that 
might hurt the sentiments of the 
audience - religious, political, 
cultural or any other? Does this 
not mean that the vindictive power 
of street censorship completely 
marginalizes the existence and 
power of the Censor Board? Why 
then, should a filmmaker bother 
about the censor certificate at all? <

The Udta Punjab poster.
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Scenes from Shaheb Bibi Golaam, a thriller that faced the ire of the regional 
censor board in Kolkata.

A scene from Ami Ar Amar 
Girlfriends.

Filmmaker 
Pratim D. Gupta.

was Mainak Bhowmick’s Ami Aar 
Amar Girlfriends. The objection 
was to women shown smoking, 
using abusive language and so on. 
The filmmaker asked, if men can be 
shown smoking and using abusive 
language, why can’t women be 
shown doing the same? Finally, the 
film got an A Certificate. Another 
example is that of Arindam Sil, who 
had to be satisfied with a U/A for 
his recent film Har Har Byomkesh 
because of an intimate scene which, 
Sil insists, was shot aesthetically. 

The Central Board of Film 
Certification is constituted almost 
arbitrarily and often comprises 
members who have political 
backing or some kind of celebrity 
status within or without cinema, 
and whose interest ‘bodies’ change 
after a given term, just as the political 
and administrative leadership 
changes after every election, and the 
changes either remain completely 
indifferent to the statutory guide-
lines laid down by the Central 
Board of Film Censorship, or change 
them according to their whims and 
fancies that often impinge on the 
filmmaker’s fundamental right to 
his/her freedom of expression, or 
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To make a film with an 
unusual, low-key filmmaker 
and Odisha-based teacher 

as the subject is no mean task. But 
Joshy Joseph, a high ranking official 
in the Films Division and a National 
Award-winning filmmaker, has 
done just that in his documentary – 
With Quietude to Nirad.  

The 52-minute film is shot as one 
long interview, with clips inserted 
from Nirad’s works. Nirad passed 
away of cancer suddenly in January 
2015 in Mumbai. 

“I had shot an intimate interaction 
with him in 2013, when Indian 
cinema turned 100. He spoke of his 
philosophy on cinema, life and art. 
He was a visionary film-maker and 
was very rooted, both as a human 
being and as a filmmaker… When 
news of Nirad Mohapatra's sudden 

An extraordinary filmmaker 
and teacher
Cinema is known for those associated with it riding high on glamour, the publicity and hype before and after a film. 
However, Nirad Mahapatra stands apart as one of the most low-key men in cinema, says Shoma A. Chatterji

demise reached me, I revisited my 
footage and decided to make a film 
as a tribute to him,” says Joseph, who 
has made several documentaries on 
artists, poets, litterateurs and so on.

Nirad Mahapatra made many 
documentaries, though they have 
remained away from the larger 
segment of the Indian audience. 
He has also taught cinema, and this 
became his major work in later life, 
because he never was comfortable 
with the commercial manipulations 
cinema demands. He comes across 
in this interview-focussed film as 
an extremely articulate though 
low-profile person who is clear in 
his ideas, and never loads his talk 
with technical jargon or needless 
oratory. 

Mahapatra’s film Maya Miriga 
(1984) is considered a milestone 

in the history of Indian cinema 
in general and Odiya cinema in 
particular. The film was screened 
in the Critics Week Section at the 
Cannes Film Festival in 1985. It 
won the Best Third World Film 
Prize at the Mannheim-Heidelberg 
International Film Festival in 1984 
and was screened at many other 
film festivals. It was also ajudged 
the Second Best Feature Film at the 
National Awards. Maya Miriga dealt 
with the gradual and irreversible 
process of disintegration in a 
middle-class joint family living in a 
small town in Odisha. 

“The making of Maya Miriga 
was an exciting experience of 
improvisation within the broad 
framework of a written story. The 
film was shot in Puri, a seashore 
town in Odisha. With a small crew 
and a team of non-professional 
artistes, we pitched our tents 
months in advance to dress up an 
abandoned house including its 
courtyard, which was to be our 
only set. We were lucky to have this 
house at our disposal and to have 
the best of both the worlds – a set 
on location,” says Mahapatra. 

One  among several offbeat 
features of Mahapatra’s film-
making is that he keeps his camera 
at a distance and does not believe 
in the close-up. His cinema was in 
direct conflict with the collective 
entertainment space of theatres 
which were mainly screening 
mainstream films. Mahapatra 
says that regional cinema has 
always remained away from mass 
audiences because mainstream 
occupied almost 99 per cent of 
theatres and audiences in the 
country. 
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Joshy Joseph (left) with Nirad Mohapatra (centre).
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One thing that stands out in 
Joseph’s documentary is the fact that 
Mahapatra kept in constant touch 
with contemporary Bollywood 
cinema, not only to update himself 
for the sake of the students he 
taught for many years, but also for 
himself as a filmmaker, to be aware 
of  changes since he had made Maya 
Miriga. This is an ‘outstanding’ 
trait, given the narcissistic nature of 
filmmaking that sucks filmmakers 
into their own creativity and keeps 
them trapped there almost forever. 

It is also unusual in a biographical 
documentary where the subject 
is more often asked to talk about 
himself and his films rather than 
on what he thinks of contemporary 
cinema. This invests the film with a 
broader canvas and maps a larger 
and deeper universe. 

In the documentary, Mahapatra 
says, “I try to see anything I 
consider to be important as a film. I 
saw Lagaan and Barfi and Dabaang. 
Not because they are spectacular, 
but because I read reviews that 
said they were very different from 
the run-of-the-mill film which 
has something of interest beyond 
entertainment. I usually go to see a 
film when it becomes a blockbuster 
and is talked about and is not 
exactly run-of-the-mill. Dabaang, 
however, pulled me more because 
I wanted to see what really clicks 
with the audience.” 

Asked which recent film appealed 
to him greatly, Mahapatra named 
Kahaani, which “I liked very much 
because I saw an Indian film that 
does not have diversions and does 
not break away into a song-and-
dance routine. It keeps to the story 
and maintains the storytelling right 
through the film. It sticks to the 
genre of suspense the director has 
chosen, all the time unravelling one 
layer of suspense after another with 
intelligent clues woven into the 
narrative which you can see if you 
wish to. It was also a commercially 
successful film.”

Quietude moves at a slow pace, 
keeping rhythm with the subtle, 
soft persona of its subject, who 

comes across as one of the most 
humble of filmmakers in the Indian 
cinema scenario. 

Joshy Joseph has made several 
biographical documentaries in 
the past, each one portraying a 
completely different personality 
and therefore demanding a different 
approach, style and treatment. 
Among these are – Journeying with 
Mahasweta Devi, the controversial 
A Hangman’s Tale and A Poet, A 
City and a Footballer. 

Asked about the memories he 
made on his subject in the course of 
filming Nirad, Joseph says, “I bring 
back the precious and rare experience 
of having interacted on a one-to-one 
basis with an excellent filmmaker 

and a very communicative teacher 
who did not use any academic 
jargon which is the usual oeuvre 
of upscale scholars and academics 
teaching cinema everywhere across 
the country. 

He spoke with a lived-through-
experience tone of sharing and 
intimacy both on life as in cinema. 
He did not permit any intrusion 
into facets of his personal life… and 
I respected that. I did not see any 
regret in him for not having been 
able to make feature films and he 
seemed content with teaching, and 
I tried to bring this across in my 
film. I consider him to be a genuine 
ascetic of Indian cinema.”

Business Standard is the preferred choice of serious readers of 
financial content. The brand is considered a quality leader, and widely 
respected among a discerning audience for its credible and insightful 
content. In a ‘first move’ among news-content based media in India, 
Business-Standard.com offers opinion and other premium features 
only to subscribers; partners with WSJ.com for a combined digital 
subscription offer. 

It is particularly known for opinion pieces by the best experts on 
the subject matter, and has consistently had senior columnists and 
contributors from both public and private domains, in addition to the 
a strong editorial team in financial journalism: T.N. Ninan, Shekhar 
Gupta, Sunita Narain, Shyam Saran, Shankar Acharya.

Business Standard has also been a pioneer in publishing content 
across digital formats: e-paper, desktop and mobile sites, and mobile 
app. The website, Business-Standard.com, has been online since 1997 
and has content archives dating back to the year. It is currently India’s 
second most popular business news website, with 23 million unique 
visitors monthly, as per comScore.

The strength of its content led Business Standard, to introduce digital 
subscriptions for its website and mobile app. The opinion section and 
other premium features will now be available only to subscribers, 
who will also get customised industry newsletters and stock alerts. The 
subscription offer is priced at Rs 149 per month for Business-Standard.
com, and Rs 299 per month for the WSJ.com add-on.

            (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)
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The citation said that the award 
was given for narrating “an 
evocative story that highlights 

the theme of suffering humanity, 
divided by national borders”. 
Shankhachil is named after a 
migrant bird and is a metaphor 
for lives that are not constrained 
by man-made borders dictated by 
politics. The birds are depicted in 
flight in the film, as a father living 
with his wife and daughter on the 
banks of the Icchamoti River on 
the Bangladesh side of the border 
explains to his daughter how 
human lives are divided without 
their consent and they must abide 

The horrors of Partition 
vividly portrayed
Shankachil, a Bengali film directed by Goutam Ghose, recently won the National Award for the Best Bengali Feature 
film. Shankhachil is a story of the physical and emotional journey of a family along the Indo-Bangladesh border 
and also about the total commitment of brave Border Security Force and Border Guard Bangladesh personnel to 
guarding the borders of their respective countries. Shoma A. Chatterji has more

by the laws of the land much 
though they wish for the freedom 
the Shankachil enjoys.

Jointly produced by India and 
Bangladesh, Sankhachil was shot 
on either side of the border and is 
Goutam Ghosh’s third Indo-Bangla 
production. It is also the latest among 
a bunch of films on the Partition, 
its causes, its consequences and 
mainly, its depiction of the human 
tragedies it caused. 

Filmmakers often show interest 
in training their cinematic lenses 
on the Partition of India in 
general and Bengal in particular. 
The question is – how many of 
these films are seriously aimed at 
reviving the spirit of the people 
divided, impoverished, left hungry 
and homeless, and how many are 
aimed at drawing the attention 
of international film festivals and 
attracting awards?  

The answer is largely determined 
by whether or not the filmmaker 
concerned has experienced the 
impact of Partition at first hand. If 
he did, then his perspective is likely 
to be serious and his statement 
critical. If he is a young man born 
long after 1947, his work would 
derive largely from documents, 
books and films available on the 
subject, and thus be a second-hand 
interpretation.

Nimai Ghosh’s Chhinnamul (The 
Uprooted, 1950) in Bengali was 
about the partition of Bengal, about 
the harrowing lives of the people 
who, in its aftermath, acquired the 
label ‘refugee’. It was different in 
its narrative force, fluid camera 

movements, deft handling of actors 
sans make-up, effective use of 
dialects of East and West Bengal and 
extensive location shooting. Ghosh 
ushered neo-realism into Indian 
cinema before Ray rediscovered it 
in Pather Panchali (1955) or Bimal 
Roy reinvented it in Do Bigha 
Zamin (1953). 

The film caught the attention of 
one of the greatest masters of Soviet 
cinema, I.V. Pudovkin, on a visit to 
India in 1951. He chanced upon a 
screening of Chhinnamul. “I see 
your county in this. I see your people 
in this,” he exclaimed. Pudovkin 
made the Soviet Government buy 
the film and invite Nemai Ghosh 

Films posters of Rajkahini and (below) 
Garm Hava.
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to the Soviet Union. With sub-
titles in Russian, Chhinnamul was 
screened in as many as 181 centres 
simultaneously in Kiev, Moscow, 
Leningrad, Uzbekistan and other 
places. 

Nodal to the film was the 
gruesome scene at Sealdah Station. 
Refugees from East Bengal swarmed 
Calcutta in great numbers and lay 
huddled on the platforms. They 
were plagued with poverty, squalor 
and epidemics. There were rotting 
corpses, too. Ghosh visited the spot 
with his crew to film the scene. 
A young man approached him, 
requesting a role in the film. Ghosh 
gave him the role of a refugee. 

The man who made his debut in 
a film on refugees later focussed 
his films on the uprooting of East 
Bengalis and the social, emotional 
and financial trauma they had to 
suffer. He was Ritwik Ghatak, who 
went on to make the most incisive 
and searing celluloid comments 
on the Partition through Nagarik, 
Meghe Dhaka Tara, Komal 
Gandhar, Titash Ekti Nodir Naam 
and so on.

Ghatak had a unique and 
perceptive vision that assimilated 
the searing spectacle of Partition, 
the black memory of refugee camps, 
the degradation of rootlessness, the 
dehumanization of the alienated 
and the emerging definitions of 

a new class struggle. With an iron 
discipline in his head and a majestic 
compassion in his heart, Ghatak 
externalised his private anguish 
into a global perspective. This 
heightening sensibility turned his 
art into a language that could be 
understood in the rest of India, in 
Poland, Germany, Korea, Vietnam, 
Palestine and any country that had 
been sundered by the trauma of 
separation.

Ghatak’s Meghe Dhaka Tara 
paints a brutally frank picture in 
stark black-and-white images, of the 
family as a cannibalistic consumer of 
one of its own members. The politics 
takes root within the family itself as 
it changes its character, economics 
and demography as a direct 
consequence of its being uprooted 
from home soil, East Bengal. 

The characters are black and 
white. Nita, her father and Shankar 
are the 'white' characters. Gita, 
Montu and their mother are the 
'black' ones. Sanat is somewhere 
in the middle of the two extremes. 
He is weak, spineless, indecisive 
and finally, as cannibalistic towards 
Nita as the others. In Meghe Dhaka 
Tara, Ghatak seamlessly weaves in 
metaphors of violence.

Ghatak himself was displaced from 
his roots, and was forced to replant 
himself on what he considered was 
an "aberration." His films reflect a 

Calcutta of discontent, a Calcutta 
of hate, a Calcutta of despair, 
degradation and dehumanisation, 
a Calcutta of corruption. All this 
culminated in a Calcutta of anger, 
of seething fury and ironically, a 
Calcutta of passion, a city that goes 
on living, loving and hoping, much 
like Binu, the little boy in Titash Ekti 
Nodir Naam who leads Ishwar to a 
life of hope; like Ishwar who begins 
to look at life through Binu’s eyes. 

Garm Hawa (1973) was the first 
feature of M.S. Sathyu of India. 
The film was controversial from its 
inception, as it was the first to deal 
with the human consequences of 
the 1947 partition of India. It is one 
of the best films on how Partition 
victimised the minority in India and 
what impact it had on human lives, 
lifestyles, ideology and economics. 

The division of Punjab featured 
directly and obliquely in the works 
of Yash Chopra – Dharmputra 
(1961), for example, which spans 
the period before and after 
Independence. 

Partition films made by film-
makers born after Independence 
include Deepa Mehta’s Earth (1998), 
Anil Sharma’s Gadar Ek Prem 
Katha (2001), Train to Pakistan 
(1998), Pinjar (2003), Khamosh Pani 
(2003) and Rajkahini (2015). 

It is difficult to tell where 
entertainment ends and the political 
element begins and vice versa. 
Does a director use entertainment 
to cushion his political statement? 
Or does a filmmaker make a 
pretentious attempt to spout 
something covertly political to 
add one more dimension to his 
entertainment factor? <

Prosenjit and Sajbati in a scene from Shankhachil.
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To help young journalists 
become better informed, 
and to equip them with 

knowledge and skills to report on 
national security issues in ways 
that have relevance to a variety 
of audiences, the Press Institute 
of India and the Institute of 
Contemporary Studies Bangalore, 
conducted a two-day seminar titled 
India’s National Security – Threats, 
Challenges, Strategies. This, the 
fourth in a series of National 
Security workshops, was held on 
3rd-4th May at the Press Institute of 
India, Chennai. Foremost experts 
and senior journalists offered 
valuable perspective and shared 
experiences.

At the opening sessions, while Nitin 
Gokhale, strategic affairs analyst, 
author, and former Security &amp; 
Strategic Affairs editor, NDTV, 
provided an overview of India’s 
national security environment,                 
R. Prasannan, chief of bureau, The 
Week, New Delhi, took a close look 
at the existing political environment 
in India including Centre-State 
relations, the security situation and 
major factors of destabilisation.

Commodore (Indian Navy, Retd) 
Udai Rao, former principal director 
of Naval Intelligence, spoke about 
Enhancing Maritime Security in 
the Indo-Pacific through Increased 
Maritime Diplomacy. He touched 

India’s national security, the focus 
of a seminar for journalists
<
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on the importance of Indian Ocean 
and energy security, China and 
Pakistan’s interests; presence of non-
Asian navies, India’s diplomacy 
with island nations, and maritime 
terrorism.

Prof Bidanda Chengappa, 
associate professor (International 
Relations and Strategic Studies), 
Christ University, Bangalore, dwelt 
on Religious Fundamentalism, 
which covered Modernism, Church 
and State, post-Second World War 
period and de-colonisation, religion 
as a tool for political mobilisation, 
and religious fundamentalism in 
India.

On Day 2, Prof V. Suryanarayan, 
senior research fellow, Centre for 
Asian Studies, Chennai, introduced 
and explained the concept of India 
and its neighbours, India’s record 
of relations with its immediate 
neighbours, and why despite 
intentions to develop good 
relations, India is still seen more as 
a threat rather than an opportunity. 
He punctuated his presentation 
with interesting anecdotes and 
raised the bar considerably in 
the deliberations. M. Ganapathy, 
former secretary (West), Ministry 
of External Affairs, Government 
of India; and R. Seshadri Vasan, 
head, Strategy and Security Studies, 
Centre for Asia Studies, and director, 
Chennai Centre for China Studies, 

chipped in with valuable inputs.
Post-lunch, P.M. Heblikar, 

managing trustee, Institute of 
Contemporary Studies, Bangalore, 
and former special secretary, 
Government of India, described 
the government’s Look East Policy 
and how it is likely to be an agent 
of change in India’s relations 
with South Asia and Southeast 
Asia besides being a precursor 
for development of its Northeast 
region.

C. Jayanthi, assistant professor, 
Loyola College, Chennai, spoke 
about Multi-polarity and National 
Security and how in a multi-
polar scenario, power was not 
concentrated in the hands of one 
or two nations, it was much more 
diversely distributed.

The programme ended on a 
high note with a lively panel 
discussion on India’s foreign policy 
and the media’s role in it. Prof V. 
Suryanarayanan chaired the session 
which saw M. Ganapathy and R. 
Seshadri Vasan taking part. Foreign 
policy is not a stand-alone mandate, 
it is an amalgam of different 
departments and ministries, all 
of whom give expression to the 
government’s objectives. The panel 
talked about how polices were 
formed and implemented, and 
the media’s role in fostering good 
relations between countries.

Participants follow every word at one of  the sessions. Speakers and participants pose for a picture during the lunch break.
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“Tobacco is the king of all 
killers,” said Dr V. Shanta, 
chairperson, Cancer 

Institute (WIA), adding, “Those who 
regularly consume tobacco-related 
products face increased morbidity 
of other diseases too; 90 per cent 
of TB patients who succumb to the 
disease are seen to be smokers.” 
She was addressing journalists 
at a seminar on Tobacco Control 
organised by the Press Institute of 
India, UNICEF, and the Resource 
Centre for Tobacco Control, Cancer 
Institute, at PII-RIND, on World No 
Tobacco Day, May 31.

Dr Shanta said there was not 
adequate awareness in India about 
the ill effects of tobacco, and the 
government was not really showing 
any interest in creating awareness. 
She pointed out that lung cancer 
now topped the chart among the 
various cancers, unlike a few years 
ago – an indication of the damage 
smoking was causing. She stressed 
that prevention (not smoking) was 
always better than cure.

Dr E. Hemanth Raj, vice-chairman, 
Cancer Institute (WIA), said 80-90 
per cent of cancer patients came 
only when they had reached the 
fourth stage, making it difficult to 
save them. He urged the journalists 
present to do stories about the ills 
of tobacco on a sustained basis. 
Adding to what Dr Shanta said, 
he said that the situation would 
improve vastly if the government 
took the imitative to drive home 
pertinent messages, just like it did 
for tackling the AIDS scourge.

“Cigarette companies state, in 
their advertisements today, that 
they are selling pleasure and say 
that they must catch people young,” 
said Sugata Roy, communication 
specialist, UNICEF (Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala). The statistics he 
provided were grim: there are 275 

Tobacco is king of all killers: 
Dr V. Shanta

million smokers in India today. 
However, tobacco consumption has 
seen a fall in Tami Nadu, from 40 to 
31.7 per cent in the 15-49-year age 
group, according to the National 
Family Health Survey (5).

According to E. Vidhubala, 
associate professor, Resource 
Centre for Tobacco Control, Cancer 
Institute (WIA), the centre sees not 
more than 200 people every year. 
“The numbers get more abysmal 
when we talk about those who come 
for a continuous follow-up and 
complete the treatment. It is highly 
beneficial and many of them only 
need behavioural intervention. Just 
a few need nicotine replacement 
therapy,” she said, adding, “We 
have seen that there is a 42 per cent 
success among those who complete 
the treatment. At the centre, we have 
staff and counsellors who follow up 
on the cases, individually through 
calls and SMSes to remind them 
about their consultation time. Yet 
many fail to turn up.”

Dr K. Kolandaswamy, director, 
Public Health and Preventive 
Medicine, Tamil Nadu, said that Rs 
1.60 crore was collected as fine since 
2008 from 131582 smokers who were 
found violating the law (smoking in 
public places). According to him, 
12780 schools and 1338 colleges in 
Tamil Nadu were now categorised 
as “non-tobacco educational 
institutions”. “The government has 
rules like prohibition of smoking in 
public places, prohibition of tobacco 
advertisements and prohibition of 
sale of tobacco within 100 metres of 
educational institutions. People can 
file complaints against these on ‘104’ 
which is available 24/7 and action 
will be taken immediately.”

He said medical officers, 
counsellors and non-communicable 
disease staff nurses were being 
deployed for cessation in primary 

health care centres in Tamil Nadu 
as part of a pilot project that was 
yielding good results.

Overall, the impression 
(conveyed by the speakers) was that 
the Implementation of Cigarettes 
and Other Tobacco Products Act 
(COTPA) was far from complete or 
even adequate. There is rampant 
violation – tobacco advertisements 
can be found around educational 
institutions. 

Also, there continue to be sale 
of tobacco within 100 yards of 
educational institutions, sale of 
tobacco by and to minors, shops 
carry advertisements by tobacco 
companies violating guidelines, 
and cigarette packs for sale without 
the mandatory 85 per cent pictorial 
warning.

Earlier, Sashi Nair, director, 
Press institute of India, welcomed 
the gathering and said he hoped 
the seminar would help journalists 
understand the subject better 
and provide better perspective to 
stories. Journalists from most of the 
mainline dailies in Chennai, as well 
as many from the electronic media, 
attended. <

L-r: Sugata Roy, Sashi Nair, 
and Dr Hemanth Raj listen to 
Dr Shanta speak. Below, Dr Shanta 
addressing the media.
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The Schizophrenia Research 
Foundation (SCARF), the 
Press Institute of India and 

UNICEF conducted on July 14 a 
daylong seminar for journalists 
titled, Reporting on Mental 
Health: Contemporary Issues and 
Challenges. More than 40 people, 
comprising journalists, journalism 
students and practitioners from the 
field of mental health, attended.

Dr Mohan Raj, consultant 
psychiatrist, set the ball rolling with 
his presentation on addiction to 
social media. Stressing that no one 
was “100 per cent mentally fit or ill,” 
he termed social media addiction 
a hindrance to productivity and 
socialisation. Those who were 
addicted to social media showed 
the same type of brain changes 
that happened to people who took 
additive drugs, he said.

Dr Suresh Kumar, consultant 
psychiatrist, Psymed Hospital, 
elaborated on substance 
dependence. He said reports that 
focused on the impact on women 
were sure to draw the attention of 
policy makers. Citing the film Udta 
Punjab for its honest depiction 
of drug menace in Punjab, he 
said the problem, however, was 
not exclusive to the state. He 
differentiated between illicit and 
licit substances, alcohol and tobacco 
being examples of the latter, but 
made the point that both types of 
substances could be dangerous.

Need for sensitive reporting on 
mental health issues stressed

Parkodi Palaniappan, social 
activist, briefly covered the laws and 
rights pertaining to mental health. 
She talked of euphemistic terms 
such as ‘differently abled’ preferred 
by the media and said they would 
rather that their disability be spelt 
out, which would also make it 
easier for them to access their legal 
rights.

A panel comprising R. Venkatesh, 
executive editor, Kalki; Ramya 
Kannan, chief of bureau, The Hindu, 
Tamil Nadu; Pushpa Narayan, senior 
assistant editor, The Times of India, 
Chennai; and Dr Mangala, assistant 
director, SCARF; discussed media 
perspectives on mental health. Dr 
Jaya Shreedhar, adjunct faculty, 
Asian College of Journalism, ably 
moderated.

Ramya Kannan spoke of the 
changes in the way the media 
had been covering mental health, 
but regretted that some aspects 
remained the same. It was ‘work 
in progress’, she said, adding 
that mental health coverage still 
revolved largely around the concept 
of ‘days’ to mark one or the other 
facets of the issue. 

Venkatesh said sensitivity was 
a responsibility of the media in 
covering mental health issues. 
Yet, he regretted, there was little 
discernment in choosing stories and 
ways to highlight mental health. 
Pushpa Narayan dwelt on the need 
to sensitise reporters on what was 

worth reporting, and ways in which 
subjects should be reported. 

Dr Mangala spoke of the aspect of 
violence in mental illness, and how 
the mentally ill were often wrongly 
perceived as uncontrollably violent, 
and ill-treated or subjected to 
violence themselves, as a result.

Aruna Rathnam, education 
specialist, UNICEF – Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala, dwelt briefly on 
children and mental health. She 
pointed out the lack of adequate 
sensitive vocabulary in regional 
languages to describe those with 
mental illnesses, and how it cast a 
shadow over efficient reporting.

Earlier, Sashi Nair, director-editor, 
Press Institute of India, welcomed 
the gathering. He pointed out that 
the whole issue of mental health 
was complex, and journalists 
needed to show sensitivity while 
reporting on it. 

Dr R. Thara, director, SCARF, said 
that schizophrenia was a serious 
disease affecting nearly seven to 
eight million people across India. 
It was found that most people got 
knowledge about mental health 
from the media, be it from films or 
from print journalism, and hence 
the decision to tackle the media 
in order to achieve a multiplying 
effect in terms of bringing about 
a change in attitude among the 
general public, she explained.she 
explained.

Ramya Kannan offering her views. Others are in the picture are (l-r): Dr Jaya 
Shreedhar, R. Venkatesh, Dr Mangala and Pushpa Narayan.

Some of the journalists who 
attended.
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Recalling the contributions of an 
economist par excellence

SELECTED WORKS OF 
PROF SARVESWARA RAO:
A HUMANE ECONOMIST
Editors: Professors A. Prasanna Kumar, 
M. Jagadeswara Rao, R. Sundarshana Rao
Price: Rs 500
Pages 274

‘Extraordinary’ is the word that comes to mind as 
one reads  through this collection of essays, research 
papers, keynote addresses and  review comments 
by Professor  Bhavaraju Sarweswara Rao, whose  
birth centenary celebrations come to an  end this 
September. He lived to be 95, served as head of the 
Department of Economics at Andhra University  
and built  it up  as “one of the best  in the country”, 
, became vice-chancellor of Nagarjuna University, 
president of the Indian Economic Association, went 
on UN assignments as economic advisor to Nigeria 
and as expert resource person to the  UN Institute 
for Economic and Social Development in  Bangkok, 
served as a  member of the Seventh Five Year Plan 
Working Group of the Planning Commission in 
Delhi, and who after retirement founded educational 
institutions for advanced study and research in 
development studies.

What set him apart from other distinguished 
academics was the path-breaking insights and 
approaches that he brought to his work, as teacher, 
researcher, administrator and activist for social 
change. Few academics can match such multi-
dimensional contributions for the betterment of 
society. The book’s title appropriately describes him as 
a humane economist – when economics as a discipline 
has come in for severe global condemnation for 
becoming “a sophisticated intellectual exercise based 
on assumptions far removed from real life, forgetting 
the human being behind every issue”. Prof Rao was, 
in that sense, far ahead of his times and  received 
far fewer encomiums than what his contributions 
deserved.

Prof Rao who obtained his doctorate from 
Cambridge, UK, under the famous professor,  E.A.G. 
Robinson, believed that economics was “a handmaid 
of ethics” (which mainstream economics has 
forgotten today). He pioneered the concept of “action 
research”, which means investigations and policy 
recommendations must be firmly rooted in relevance 
to social betterment. He did not believe in armchair 
theorising. Some of the “action research” projects he 
spearheaded, covered, for example, socio-economic 
conditions of slum dwellers in Visakhapatnam and 
development of human resources in rural areas. At the 
same time, his doctoral thesis was on India’s balance 
of payment trends, which shows the wide range that 
his academic interests spanned. 

Prof Rao was a humanist, in the sense that he 
believed that all planning and development had 
ultimately to be evaluated in terms of betterment in 
the quality of life for the people. Many years before 
Nobel Prize winner Amartya Sen wrote about 
capacity building, Prof Rao had propounded the 
same idea, emphasising that not monetary inputs but 
capacity building in humans was to be the yardstick. 
Real World Economics, a movement spawned in the 
wake of the massive Occupy Wall Street Movement 
in the US (post-2008 meltdown) is now saying the 
same things that Prof Rao had said four decades ago. 
Eminent economists like Prof V.K.R.V. Rao and Prof 
P.R. Brahmananda, were admirers of Prof Sarveswara 
Rao’s contributions to widening the spectrum of 
socially useful insights.

The book includes chapters on papers that Prof Rao 
published – on  international trade, economic theory 
and development, rural development, as well as on 
research methods (he emphasised inter-disciplinary 
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Useful guide to social sector 
communication

SOCIAL SECTOR COMMUNICATION IN INDIA 
Author: Jaishri Jethwaney
Publisher: Sage Publications India, New Delhi
Pages: 268
Price: Rs 850.

<

research, at a time when narrower and narrower 
areas of specialisation, even within economics, was 
the fashion) and the importance  of  never losing 
sight  of ethics in economic  evaluations (today, GDP 
is the sole goal in government budgets – a blinkered 
approach that has proved to be socially harmful 
through widening inequalities, even when GDP 
rises).  The chapter on research methods and field 
studies, emphasises action research and relevance 
to people’s lives.  One chapter is on values in higher 
education, where he decries the fact that capacity for 
critical reflection, intellectual tolerance and integrity, 
motivation for life-long learning, cultivation of 
social and moral values, and elimination of religious 
fanaticism, are not receiving the priority attention 
they deserve. 

One of the suggestions Prof Rao put forth was that 
students as well as faculty should adopt villages  or 
slums  not only for improving the  quality of  life for 
the disadvantaged sections but also to help academics 
keep in touch with the pulse of social realities, instead  
of being denizens of ivory towers. He preferred 
to stick to academics, that too in a small town like 
Visakhapatnam (the seat of Andhra University, which 
today draws a significant number of foreign students)  
and train generations of youngsters  not only in 
Economics but also in research geared to finding 
solutions for enhancing welfare in a holistic sense ( not 
merely in terms of rising incomes), which widened the 
perspectives of students who went on to become vice-
chancellors and high ranking administrative officers. 

Pointing out that commercial profitability does not 
always generate social profitability, Prof Rao warned 
against profit motives replacing social betterment 
(an idea that is now slowly gaining acceptance). He 
also wrote about south-south trade, in 1991, when 
even the IMF was dismissing such possibilities as 
“nothing” – he was, in this too, well ahead of his time.  
Amartya Sen spoke about “ethics and economics” in 
1991; Prof Rao wrote about it in 1975 and mentioned 
it in his presidential address to the Indian Economics 
Association in 1982.  

Some of the chapters included here are deeply 
researched and analysed papers (with elaborate end 
notes and references) reproduced from professional 
journals, while some are keynote addresses he 
delivered at various fora. The latter in particular, 
are worthy of dissemination and adoption as part 
of a national approach to development planning 
in a meaningful, people-centred  sense. The focus 
throughout, is on betterment of the human condition, 
at the local level, both rural and urban.

Productivity in agriculture was another pet topic, 
along with the quality of support services in non-
urban sectors. He was also a Gandhian in many of his 
perspectives – commenting on  the ethical dimension 
of India’s development in a memorial lecture he gave 

in 1998 at the age of 83, he remarked that “economic 
liberalisation is no solution to the human problem 
of  development”. That too, was perspicacious. “No 
moral, political or psychological justification exists for 
granting luxury needs greater priority than satisfaction 
of survival and enhancement of basic needs,” he said 
in an address to economists, suggesting that basic 
needs satisfaction be brought into the analytical 
framework of economic policy. Fighting shy of 
introducing value judgments and ethical principles 
in economic analyses… would not contribute to the 
betterment of human life and would therefore be 
of dubious social relevance, he had observed. Few 
academics or economists have attempted to take on 
such a broad canvas.

This is a book that every college and university 
should have, for the enrichment of not only students 
but also teachers and researchers in the social 
sciences.

(Review by Sakuntala Narasimhan.)
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Sociologists often refer to the social sector as the 
third sector, public and private being the other two. 
The social sector has emerged at a galloping speed 
with a burgeoning human capital of more than Rs 1300 
million. Despite massive expenditure on the social 
sector, India has been performing poorly on various 
development indicators when compared with other 
developing nations, including some Sub-Saharan 
countries. India languishes at the bottom half of the 
Human Development Index (HDI), wedged among 
underdeveloped countries such as Namibia, Sao-
Tome, Principe and Solomon Islands. The countries 
endowed with less natural resources and lower calibre 
human capital have performed better due perhaps to 
responsive and effective governance.

Let me quickly underline the fact that everything 
has not gone haywire. There are sectors where we 
have done extremely well -- much ahead of even 
the advanced countries. We have had three main 
revolutions -- Green Revolution, IT Revolution and 
Space Revolution.  Today, Indian engineers, doctors, 
scientists, bankers, academics and specialists in other 
fields occupy top positions in the government and 
other organisations in even advanced countries like 
the US. 

Juxtaposed to the above is the fact that the country 
continues to have the largest mass of illiterates 
and malnourished children, poorest public health 
service, dirtiest rivers in the world,  billions of people 
clamouring for food, jobs, safety and security, largest 
number of suicides by farmers, labourers, students, 
oppressed women and so on. 

The book by Jaishri Jethwaney seeks to address 
some of the key issues in social sector communication 
combining concepts and practices with hands-on 
skills. It aims at providing an understanding of 
the various tools and strategies required in such 
communication. An important endeavour is to gauge, 
from time to time, peoples' mindset, expectation 
and the environment, and then effect the necessary 
changes in communication, hoping that it will prompt 
policy-makers to give up an armchair approach and 
also goad people to whole-heartedly come forward 
and play a role in making development policies a 
success. 

The book has seven chapters beginning with a 
comprehensive overview of the social sector in 
India followed by social marketing, CSR, advocacy, 
communication and social mobilisation, grassroots 
communication, case studies and hands-on skills in 
writing for and through New Media. While there 
is a passing reference to the present government’s 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, very little space has been 
given to government initiatives such as Digital India, 
Skill Development, or the fight against corruption, 
empowerment of women, etc.  

The book is rich in information and data and is likely 
to be useful to policy-makers, NGOs, government 

<

departments, funding agencies, monitoring 
bodies and, above all, to students of development 
communication and media. However, the price of               
Rs 850 for a 268-page book is high. 

(Review by Prof C.K. Sardana, former head of 
PR, BHEL, now based in Bhopal.) 

A path-breaking healer

HEALER: DR PRATHAP CHANDRA REDDY AND 
THE TRANSFORMATION OF INDIA
Publisher: Penguin Books, India
Pages: 548
Price: Rs 899 

Years ago, when I was in a student of Bajali College, 
Assam, my roommate at the hostel fell ill. Though he 
was treated at the local Pathsala Hospital, his health 
deteriorated and his father, a retired school teacher, 
took him away to seek treatment. “I will send him 
to Apollo,” he told me. That was the first time I had 
heard of Apollo Hospitals, Chennai. Later I came to 
know many patients who went to the hospital for 
treatment and returned with smiling faces. For them, 
Apollo was comfortable, comparatively cheap, and 
staffed by compassionate people. That made the train 
journey which took two days and three nights well 
worth the tedium. Even today, many still undertake 
the journey almost like an annual pilgrimage.
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By the mid-1990s, I had become a full-fledged 
journalist and had the opportunity to meet                                       
Dr Prathap Chandra Reddy, the man behind the 
Apollo healthcare movement. I tried to understand 
the visionary medical entrepreneur. He emerged for 
me as a caring and soft-spoken gentleman. However, 
he declined to go into details about his early life, 
saying that a book was being brought out on him, 
which would tell that part of his story. Sure enough, 
a copy of his biography landed on my office table in 
Guwahati. Healer: Dr Prathap Chandra Reddy and the 
Transformation of India, written by journalist-turned-
writer Pranay Gupte, describes the life of a man who 
is essentially a revolutionary of our times. 

For the record, Apollo Hospital is recognised as 
India's first corporate hospital group. It has grown 
into one of the world’s largest providers of high-
technology healthcare at reasonable cost. The group 
achieves a combined annual turnover of not less than 
US $ 100 million. But the beginning of Dr Reddy’s 
extraordinary journey was not marked by any special 
significance. Born in 1933, in Aragonda in Chittoor 
District in Andhra Pradesh, Prathap Chandra Reddy 
completed his primary education in his native area 
before shifting to Madras Christian College. He 
completed his graduation in Medical Science from 
Stanley Medical College, Madras. He then went to the 
US for higher studies and worked as resident doctor 
at the Missouri State Chest Hospital and Worcester 
City Hospital there. However, an emotional letter 
from his parents, asking him to come back to Indian 
and serve his own country changed the course of his 
journey. 

Dr Reddy returned to India in 1970 and started 
practising in Madras as a cardiologist with a modest 
earning of Rs100 per day. He worked at the HM 
Hospital for a decade. But a tragic event changed his 
way of life. He treated a middle-aged heart patient 
in 1979 and suggested that he go abroad for the life-
saving heart surgery he required. But the patient was 
too poor to follow Dr Reddy’s advice and finally he 
died. Dr Reddy pledged that he would bring quality, 
modern healthcare facilities to India.

After overcoming numerous problems and 
limitations, President of India Giani Zail Singh 
inaugurated Apollo Hospital, a 150-bed establishment, 
on 18 September, 1983. Soon, the hospital spread its 
wings to different parts of the country. Most of the 
existing hospitals were either run by the government or 
charitable trusts. Dr Reddy successfully campaigned 
to ‘corporatise’ his establishment.  The chronicle of 
this path-breaking doctor-turned-entrepreneur was 
translated into Tamil recently. The book is titled 
Dirgadarisi. 

(Review by Nava Thakuria.)

Given the state of the media today – with profit 
motive as the driving force, increasing corporate 
ownership, and sundry compulsions unrelated to 
dissemination of unbiased information and factual 
reporting – do we know the truth, the whole truth, or 
even all the relevant realities of the situation in Syria 
(or any other conflict-ridden region for that matter)? 
There are a few – far fewer than we need -- publications 
that make it a habit to look beyond the headlines and 
agency reports, and one such is the New Internationalist 
brought out   by a collective from Oxford, UK, with a 
focus on reporting on the unjust relationship between 
the powerful and powerless worldwide (especially 
the developing world) and to campaign for radical 
changes necessary to meet the basic needs of all, if 
development is to be meaningful.

Two recent editions from the New Internationalist 
collective are of particular interest -- one on ‘Syria’s 

Going beyond headlines 
and agency reports
<
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The other set of  articles (ed: Richard Swift) on how 
current, corporate-driven  capitalism   exacerbates 
inequalities (now manifesting  dimensions that are 
nothing short of  obscene),  explores alternatives – 
communism?  Socialism of the conventional kind?  
The kibbutz experiment of Israel?  Market-driven, 
or state controlled models? None of them offers a   
faultless model. Even ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ 
didn’t deliver.  But can we not explore a new mix, 
based on putting together whatever has worked in 
different regions of the world, and come up with 
something different and viable?  Can we not  learn 
from small experiments – in Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, 
or Ecuador (where experiments with devolution of 
power to local communities offers a possible solution  
that would satisfy norms of democratic participation, 
just enrichment,  and people-centric patterns of 
functioning, with food, shelter, peace and community 
as the four main pillars  of human preferences)?

Residents of the Andean highlands are using their 
ayllu tradition (based on community rights – somewhat 
like panchayati raj) to resist external domination.   
Never heard of ayllu? Quite – because it doesn’t fit 
in with the capitalistic model thrust on the world by 
a Western-dominated perspective (and hegemony) 
where profits are privatised while costs are borne 
by society. That’s predatory, a mockery of progress 
which is now measured in terms of GDP, GNP and 
material possessions rather than the more important, 
non –quantifiable, components of the quality of life.  

When land, forest, water,  even seeds, biodiversity  
and intellectual  commons  are appropriated by those 
with clout, pushing  the rest to  the margins, we 
need to work out new  models – but  the arguments 
deliberately veer away from spelling out  a definitive  
alternative,  because ‘one size doesn’t fit all’ and each 
country has to evolve a  model  based on its  specific   
needs and  tailor it to fit  its own  dimensions, much 
like one tailors a suit for each individual. Elsewhere 
in the same issue, a review suggests that Drone, a 
film directed  by Norwegian  Tonje Hessen Schei, on 
the humanitarian and legal implications of  the US 
Government’s ‘extra-judicial’ killings using drones 
(in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, Yemen)  is a 
documentary that “everybody must see”. The two 
items (the explorations of capitalism, and the movie) 
fit together, because the theme in both is unacceptable, 
the unethical domination by the powerful, of innocent, 
faceless, vulnerable citizens.

(Review and analysis by Sakuntala Narasimhan.)

good guys (subtitled ‘Inside a forgotten revolution’)   
and the other on how ‘Capitalism  is spinning out of 
control’. Both notched up record sales, testifying to 
the wide public interest in what is happening in Syria, 
and the pervasive disillusionment with capitalism’s 
current avatar. Syria has made news daily in recent 
weeks and months, with horrendous  stories of 
bombings,  migrants drowning while fleeing to Europe  
(240000 dead so far in five years of war, 75 per cent of 
them women and children) and 7.6 million (half the 
population) displaced  internally and needing urgent 
humanitarian assistance. 

What we do not get to hear, are the stories about the 
‘good guys’  --  like the  White Helmets, a volunteer 
force  of 2087  men and women that  has  pulled out 
over 22000 Syrians trapped under  rubble left by  
deadly  barrel bombs (93 volunteers  have  perished 
in rescue missions), or about Dr Majed Abu Ali who 
treated victims of a chemical attack; a dentist now 
working as a volunteer medic, he finally had to flee the 
country after his house was targeted and destroyed. 
Or the school teacher who used non-violent tactics to 
urge civil protest against religion-based intimidation 
– she is now a refugee in Holland after ISIS militants 
fired at her. Or media activist Abu Mohammed who 
started a website (Raqqa is being slaughtered silently) 
to document  the brutality of public executions and 
help restore democratic rule; of the 25 young (under 
30) contributors to the site, four are women.  

Or even musician Ayham Ahmed, 28, who decided 
to “play the piano in the streets and alleyways “of 
southern Damascus, and taught music to children 
as treatment for the trauma of fighting around them. 
Militants poured petrol on his piano and set it on 
fire. “I am sad that my piano has been burned,” he is 
quoted as saying “but I am more sad that the world 
has not lifted a finger to ease the pain of the victims… 
still, I am going to sing for love and peace, even if no 
one helps us.”

Non-violent activists are holding out in Syria 
despite violent destruction, says  Daniel Adamson,  
who profiles the unknown and unsung activists, 
while Hania Mourtada points out that patient, quiet, 
non-violent activism does not catch media attention 
the way gory videos and stories do, but that “doesn’t 
mean that the  humanitarian work should be ignored”. 
Journalist Mazen Darwish chose to return from France 
to Syria and set up a centre for media and freedom of 
expression (and was arrested in 2012), while a woman 
called Muznah runs a centre for women’s literacy and 
vocational training in nursing. An artists’ collective 
employs satire as another part of non-violent protest 
(one of them had his hands broken). Why is the fight 
for intellectual and cultural rights not as ‘newsworthy’ 
as mayhem and murder? To ignore them is to deprive 
them of solidarity, says Adamson.
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REMEMBERING MOHAMMAD ALI (1942-2016)

The Greatest, who touched the 
lives of millions

The first of Muhammad Ali’s 
bouts that I became familiar 
with was when he and Archie 

Moore fought a 12-round duel in 
1962. “The loud mouth,” as he was 
being derided in some circles said 
on the eve of the fight, “I will say it 
again, I have said it before, Archie 
Moore will fall in four.” 

The veteran fighter did go 
down in the predicted round and 
suddenly Cassius Clay – for that 
was the young boxer’s name – 
became a household name. 

Clay was garrulous and his 
general behaviour was well below 
acceptable standards. But he was 
winning bouts, was winning them 

quickly, was predicting the round 
he would win and there was no 
doubting his boxing skills. His 
footwork was particularly eye-
catching as he literally danced 
around in the ring leaving his 
opponents bewildered by his speed 
and grace. But then he could also 
pack a mean punch. Whether it 
was a right jab or a left book or an 
uppercut it found its mark leaving 
his opponent more often than not 
on the floor for good.

Clay’s boxing style certainly 
matched the timeless phrase coined 
for him by his faithful second 
Bundini Brown and “he floats like 
a butterfly and stings like a bee” 

became perhaps the most famous 
quote in sporting history. One by 
one the opponents were knocked 
down and Clay was now aiming 
for a shot at the world heavyweight 
title held by the feared Sonny 
Liston. When the two finally met in 
February 1964, Clay was given little 
chance but it was Liston who failed 
to answer the bell for the seventh 
round and suddenly against all 
odds there was a new 22-year-
old heavyweight champion of the 
world. 

It was one of the greatest upsets 
in the history of boxing but the day 
after the bout, Clay upset a great 
many people by joining Islam and 
taking the name of Muhammad 
Ali. And that’s how he stayed 
for the rest of his life, becoming a 
legend. A legend plain and simple 
because he transcended boxing, 
he transcended sport and became 
arguably the most recognisable face 
around the globe. 

Over the next three years, even as 
he defended his crown again and 
again successfully – including the 
most famous one-minute knockout 
of Liston in their return fight in May 
1965 – there were reservations about 
his behaviour for he continued to 
be brash, sometimes even insulting 
his opponents. But that was all part 
of his style as he single-handedly 
made boxing popular again. And 
he did gain a lot of respect when he 
refused to fight in the Vietnam War 
as a conscious objector sacrificing his 
title in the process. He was stripped 
of it in 1967 and banned from the 

Muhammad Ali was Partab Ramchand’s first boyhood hero. As a young sports lover in the early 1960s, Ramchand 
was like any Indian boy who closely followed the fortunes of Indian cricket and cricketers. But his interest was 
suddenly diverted by a 20-year-old boxer who was making waves internationally not just because of his boxing skills 
but also by being a brash, colourful personality who predicted the round in which his opponent would fall. 

The iconic picture that shows Muhammad Ali taunting Sonny Liston after 
knocking him out in their 1965 return fight.
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ring but in the late 1960s as the 
war was becoming unpopular with 
the American public, Ali became a 
heroically symbolic figure.

During his years in exile, Ali spoke 
out on various topics. He tackled 
unpopular issues headlong but all 
the same itched for a comeback to 
the ring, a chance which came his 
way after his five-year ban was 
reduced to three. His second stint 
was even more eventful than his 
first and has been well documented. 
Most of his fights during the 1970s 
can be viewed on YouTube and it 
can be seen that Ali continued to 
be a great boxer still capable of the 
ethereal skills of his younger days. 

Yes, there were setbacks too. His 
first loss to Joe Frazier at Madison 
Square Garden in March 1971 – a 
bout billed aptly as the Fight of 
the Century. In keeping with his 
reputation, Ali was even more 
pompous hailing it as “the greatest 
sporting event in the history of 
the planet earth”. It certainly was 
all that what with two unbeaten 
fighters each getting 2.5 million 
dollars, an unheard of figure 45 
years ago.

There were other losses too, at the 
hands of Larry Holmes, Leon Spinks 
and Ken Norton. But then this 
period was also marked by some 
of the highlights of a stupendous 
career – the Rumble in the Jungle, 
where he got the better of the feared 
title holder George Foreman and 
the Thrilla in Manila his third and 
last fight with Frazier which was a 
classic. Both fighters gave it all and 
as Frazier said, “I hit him with all 
I had and he kept coming back.” 
Ali himself was so exhausted he 
wanted to throw in the towel but 
as he said famously after the bout, 
“I said to myself I cannot quit, I am 
a champion”, a quote that really 
summed up his boxing career and 
also his life as a courageous man.

Ali, the only man to win the 
heavyweight crown three times, 
continued to fight till the early 1980s 
before his boxing career ground to 
a halt after a loss to Trevor Berbick. 
By the time, however, he was so 

well known around the globe that 
world leaders wanted to be seen 
with him and he did travel widely. 
During his fighting days he had 
famously said, “Invite Muhammed 
Ali to fight and your country will 
be in the spotlight.” It was said that 
no one would have known anything 
about Zaire till Ali fought Foreman 
in that country in 1974. 

Honours came his way as 
confetti at a wedding – UN Peace 
ambassador, the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the honour of lighting 
the flame at the Atlanta Olympics in 

1996. But, above all, he remained 
the people’s champion for the 
common man could identify with 
him and what he stood for. He 
might have been a larger-than-life 
figure but was eager to mingle with 
the kids on the street. He was truly 
The Greatest in more ways than 
one. The thousands who lined the 
streets of Louisville as the cortege 
passed by and the dignitaries 
who attended his funeral were 
the ultimate testimony that Ali 
had touched the lives of millions 
worldwide.  
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Muhammad Ali throws a mock punch at V.V. Ramanan of The Hindu (now 
the newspaper's deputy editor, Sports) during a visit to Chennai in January 
1990. 
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Mahasweta Devi caught in a 
pensive mood. 
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Mahasweta Devi was born 
in East Bengal (now 
Bangladesh) in 1926. She 

was born into an illustrious family. 
Having migrated to Calcutta 
during her student days, she did 
her Master’s degree in English. 
She married Bijon Bhattacharya, 
a renowned Leftist writer and 
playwright whose Nabanna was an 
explosive play staged by the Indian 
People’s Theatre Association, 
founded to use theatre as a mode 
of protest against capitalism and 
against British colonialism in pre-
Independence India. 

Mahasweta was an active 
participant in the IPTA where 
she met and married Bijon. The 
marriage did not last long. Bijon 
passed away after the estrangement. 
She came from a very intellectually 
illustrious family with Manish 
Ghatak as her father, Dhariti Devi 
as her mother, and legendary 
filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak as one of 
her paternal uncles. 

Mahasweta Devi made important 
contributions to literary and cultural 
studies in India. Her empirical 
research into oral history as it lives 
in the cultures and memories of 
tribal communities was the first of its 
kind in the country. Her powerful, 
haunting tales of exploitation and 
struggle are seen as rich sites of 
feminist discourse. Her innovative 
use of language has expanded the 
parameters of Bengali as a language 

REMEMBERING MAHASWETA DEVI (1926-2016)

She fought relentlessly for 
justice for tribal people
Mahasweta Devi was one of India's foremost literary personalities, a prolific and bestselling author in Bengali, of 
short fiction and novels; a deeply political social activist who constantly worked with and for tribals and marginal 
communities like the landless labourers of eastern India for years; the editor of a quarterly Bortika, in which the tribals 
and marginal people themselves document grassroots level issues and trends; and a socio-political commentator 
whose articles appeared regularly in The Economic and Political Weekly, Frontier and other journals. Shoma A. 
Chatterji pays a tribute

of literary expression, by imbibing 
and interweaving of tribal dialects 
into her writing. 

“It is not new for my literature to 
spring from a fight for the rights of 
these oppressed and downtrodden 
people. The tribal revolt against the 
British at the turn of the century 
formed the backbone of Aranyer 
Adhikar (Rights of the Forest), 
which the Sahitya Akademi singled 
out for their awards. My social 
activism is the driving force of all 
my literary activities, be it literature 
- which brought me into the good 
books of Jnanpeeth (which bestows 
the highest literary award in India 
for outstanding work in Indian 
languages over a sustained period 
of time to a single writer every 
year), my newspaper columns or 
the journal I edit with writings of 
members of different tribes. The 
lives of bonded labour provided 
me with a character like Dopadi. 
Perhaps their stories also impart 
a narrative immediacy to my 
language,” Mahasweta Devi had 
said about her work. 

The reference to Dopadi is a 
comment on Draupadi, one of 
her most shocking short stories. 
It is about Dopdi Mejhen, a tribal 
revolutionary, who, arrested and 
gang-raped in custody, turns the 
terrible wounds of her breasts into 
a counter-offensive. 

In her major works in the 1960s 
– Rani of Jhansi, Bibek Biday Pala, 

Romtha, Andhar Manik, Amrita 
Sanchar – she described the common 
people and their plight. Andhar 
Manik describes the coastal tribal 
rebellion against feudal chiefs who 
they considered to be outsiders. She 
tried to see society and judge history 
from the grassroots level, from the 
people's point of view. This process 
eventually took her to the tribals 
and other marginalised non-tribal 
people. She wrote not only fiction 
but also hundreds of newspaper 
reports on them, particularly on the 
so-called ‘criminal tribes’ denotifed 
by the British in 1871.

I have been working for the tribes 
of Bengal for three decades. When 
Budhan, a member of the Shabar 
Tribe I am connected with was 
killed not long ago, I filed public 
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her maternal uncle. “During my 
stay, I read Veer Savarkar’s book on 
the Revolt of 1857 and the bravery 
of the Rani of Jhansi. This made me 
visit Jhansi in the early 1950s. I heard 
songs sung about the queen’s valour 
even 100 years after her death. I 
found these a valuable source of 
history, later accepted by academics. 
My novel on Jhansi was serialised in 
Desh (Bengali) literary weekly and I 
was paid around Rs15 to Rs 20 per 
installment, a big sum for a family 
of communists. By then, I had lost 
my government job because of my 
husband’s Leftist leanings,” she 
would recount without emotion.

Between 1964 and 1982, Mahasweta 
Devi taught English Literature at 
Bijoygarh College, “a poor college”, 
according to her. “It was the most 
rewarding experience to teach 
children from poor families. I taught 
them Milton and Shelley and they 
did not know even basic English 
grammar, so I used to teach them 
active English as well,” she said. 
“I believe in documentation. After 
reading my work, the reader should 
face the truth and feel ashamed 
of the true face of India. To fully 
understand these stories, one must 
have knowledge of the agricultural 
economy and land-relations. Because 
caste and class exploitation, and the 
resistance of the exploited ones, are 
rooted in India's land-system,” says 
the writer.

Mahasweta Devi’s trenchant, 
powerful, satiric fiction won her 
recognition in the form of the 
Sahitya Akademi Award (1979), 
the Padma Shri (1986), the Jnanpith 
Award in 1996, the highest literary 
award in the country. She won the 
Magsaysay Award “for her com-
passionate crusade through art and 
activism to claim for tribal peoples, a 
just and honourable place in India’s 
national life”.

Mahasweta Devi wrote from 
personal experience. She saw about 
60 Lodhas and Shabars of West 
Bengal killed for either theft or 
dacoity. But not a single receiver of 
stolen goods was brought to book. 
The situation in Maharashtra and 

interest litigation in the Calcutta 
High Court. The responsible police 
officers were suspended, a CBI 
inquiry was set up and the widow 
was awarded a compensation of 
Rs one lakh. When I was invited to 
deliver the Verrier Elwin Memorial 
lecture in Baroda, I spoke about the 
denotified tribes. This led to the 
setting up of the Denotified and 
Nomadic Tribes and Communities 
Right Action Group. I have travelled 
from Palamau to Bhopal to Delhi 
and Baroda only to sensitise the 
city-bred on the plight of these 
denotified tribes and communities,” 
she said, adding, “For the first time 
in India, a dead denotified tribal got 
justice. I declared in 1998 that I will 
not do any creative writing. I will 
give my all to this work alone.” 

Mahasweta Devi had great respect 
for tribals. She was both angry and 
sad that we have no respect for the 
superior and ancient wisdom of 
the tribals, for their rational and 
practical nature. “How civilised 
they are is proved by the fact that 
they do not hate children, there is 
no dowry system, the groom pays 
the bride, widow remarriage is 
the norm, the younger brother can 
marry the elder brother's widow. 
Living together in most non-Hindu 
tribes is not a sin – both man and 
woman can marry later or marry 
different persons. Divorce is easy 
to obtain and man and woman are 
free to remarry. I have seen this 
among the Khedia Sabars who are 
the most civilised, wise human 
beings I have met,” she proudly 
said.  

“I don’t want people to rise in 
revolt with guns. But I want to 
make them angry about injustice 
and inequality,” she underlined. 
She wrote more than 100 
novels, 400 short stories, edited 
Jim Corbett’s writing, besides 
contributing articles and working 
among tribals and nomadic tribes. 
She first came to Bombay in 1940 
when she stayed with her maternal 
uncle, Sachin Choudhury, founder 
of The Economic and Political Weekly. 
Artist Shankho Choudhury was 

<

Madhya Pradesh was worse, and 
Delhi no better. “The mainstream 
population in India neither knows 
nor wants to know about the tribals. 
We have never tried to explore their 
world, never approached them 
with respect and never wanted 
to learn from them. In the name 
of development and eviction and 
gross disrespect, we have ruined 
the tribal world all over India,” she 
once summed up in an interview. 

Adding: “In my writing, there 
is a mukti, a liberty. They (the 
characters) are acting on their own. 
With liberation, they have freedom 
to act independently which they 
don't get in their real lives. I feel, 
this should have been the norm. I 
just want things to be the way they 
should have been. So the question 
of justice comes in. This process of 
writing… it comes from so many 
things: childhood rhymes, proverbs, 
containing so many stories.”

Sanjay Pugalia has joined 
Raghav Bahl and Ritu Kapur’s The 
Quint, as president and editorial 
director, the Quint & Bloomberg 
Quint. Pugalia recently moved 
from the Network18 group after 
12 years, he was editor of CNBC 
Awaaz and CNBC Bajar. His focus 
will be getting a robust Hindi digital 
version for Quint up and running. 

Quint has new 
editorial director

<

Express Digital has 
new CEO

Senior media veteran Sandeep 
Amar who was the CEO of India.
Com has joined Indian Express 
Digital as CEO. Amar has spent 
more than 20 years in the industry 
and has a rich experience working 
for corporate companies as well 
as start-ups. Apart from playing 
leadership roles in top internet firms, 
Amar has been an entrepreneur, 
speaker and leading blogger in 
the Indian digital ecosystem.

    (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)

<
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Trupti Shah.

Ph
ot

o:
 V

P

Trupti was full of life, and a 
great champion for mass 
mobilisation on gender 

concerns such as declining sex ratio, 
violence against women and girls, 
rights of women in the informal 
sector and sexual harassment at 
workplaces, as well as causes such 
as environmental and livelihood 
concerns of poverty-hit groups 
and farmers and democratic rights 
of dalits, tribals and religious 
minorities. She was awarded 
a PhD. in Economics by MS 
University, Vadodara, for her work 
on Economic Status of Women in 
Urban Informal Sector – A study of 
Baroda City. 

Trupti made valuable contri-
butions towards participatory 
action-research on themes such 
as dynamics of the women’s 
movement in India, violence 
against women, women’s work, 
women in the informal sector, 
household strategies of women 
in poverty-affected groups, the 
impact of fundamentalism and 
communal violence on women, 
and the impact of globalisation. 
She took keen interest in feminist 
theories and translated important 
position papers and documents 
on the women’s movement into 
Gujarati. 

In 1993, faced with communal 
riots in India over the Babri Masjid 
issue in Ayodhya, Trupti was at the 
forefront of peace-keeping, peace-
making and peace-building efforts. 
She and husband Rohit Prajapti had 
chosen to live not in caste-based 

REMEMBERING TRUPTI SHAH (1962-2016)

A staunch feminist who left an 
indelible mark
Trupti Shah, a leading human rights activist, feminist and environmentalist, lived life to the full. Founder of Sahiyar, 
a women’s rights organisation in Vadodara, Gujarat, dedicated to feminism and secular humanism, she passed 
away in May this year after battling lung cancer. She was only 54. Her death is an irreparable loss to a wide range 
of movements for social justice, distributive justice and gender justice, says Vibhuti Patel

residential societies of Vadodara 
but in Tandalja, on the outskirts of 
Vadodara, known as ‘mini Pakistan’ 
as it is predominantly populated by 
working-class Muslims. 

Rohit as a trade union and 
environmental activist and Trupti 
as a women’s rights activists 
played pivotal roles in forming the 
Vadodara branch of the People’s 
Union of Civil Liberties. During 
the Gujarat Riots in 2002, Trupti 
and Rohit provided protection to 
minorities and contributed towards 
documentation of human rights 
violations, deaths and destruction 
of property of innocent citizens 
during the riots.

Trupti made significant contri-
butions towards the campaign 
against sex selection. She organised 
pickets in front of nursing homes 
performing sex selection tests, 
helped change the mindset of 
doctors through public dialogue, 
wrote extensively against sex 
selective abortions and motivated 
young researchers to work on 
the subject and get primacy data. 
When feminist groups in Gujarat 
felt the need for study circles and 
publications in Gujarati, Trupti 
volunteered to organise the first 
workshop to brainstorm. The 
outcome was Narimukti, a feminist 
quarterly in Gujarat which first 
came out in 1986.  

Trupti also took up causes of 
people affected by the Statue of 
Unity project, the Garudeshwar 
farmers’ plight and the Vishwamitri 
Riverfront Development Project. 

The eagerly awaited court stay on 
VRDP based on her petition was 
obtained just hours before she went 
into a coma from which she never 
recovered. 

In an anthology profiling feminists 
from Western India by Neera Desai 
(2006), Trupti had written: “For 
me, feminist perspective is not an 
ideology but a way of life.” Indeed, 
Trupti, yours was truly a feminist 
way of life, in both the private and 
the public domains.

(The writer heads the Department 
of Economics, SNDT Women's 

University, Mumbai.)

<
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Inder 
Malhotra.

K.K. Katyal.

Mahasweta Devi.

Lakshmi 
Holmstrom.

Inder Malhotra passes away
Veteran journalist Inder Malhotra 

passed away in a Delhi hospital 
recently. He was 86. He had been on 
ventilator for some time. One of the 
most respected journalists of India, 
Malhotra had worked with The 
Statesman and The Times of India, New 
Delhi. He began his career with the 
United Press of India. He joined it 

soon after graduating from the Punjab University. He 
also wrote for The Guardian (1965-95). He is a Nehru 
Fellow (1986-87) and a Woodrow Wilson Fellow (1992-
93). Malhotra’s publications include Indira Gandhi: A 
Personal & Political Biograpy (1989), Dynasties of India 
And Beyond (2003), and a fresh biography of Indira 
Gandhi (2006). He was working on a book on Indian 
Security: Past, Present and Future.

               (Courtesy: The Hindu)

K.K. Katyal no more 
K.K. Katyal, veteran journalist and 

former Delhi chief of bureau of The 
Hindu, who led the newspaper’s 
wide-ranging coverage from the 
national capital during a particularly 
eventful phase of political change, 
passed away in hospital recently after 

a brief illness. He was 88. In the 28 years from 1976 that 
he spent at The Hindu, Katyal built his work on access 
to a wide body of political and diplomatic sources. 
In the 1980s and 1990s when The Hindu expanded 
its reach and presence in the national capital, he led 
the growing team in Delhi from the front. During 
the period, The Hindu launched its edition in Delhi 
in 1986. He superannuated in 1995 and continued till 
2004, finally as consulting editor. 

Katyal, who earlier worked with The 
Statesman and Hindustan Times in Delhi, had started his 
career in the News Chronicle soon after Independence. 
Originally from Jhang in Pakistan, he was deeply 
interested in Pakistan’s politics and was founder 
of the India chapter of the South Asia Free Media 
Association (SAFMA). A widely travelled man, Katyal 
was a regular in prime ministerial entourages. The 
ideals of the Non-Aligned Movement were a passion 
for him and he invariably covered its summits. 

              (Courtesy: The Hindu)

Mahasweta Devi passes away
Eminent litterateur and social 

activist Mahasweta Devi passed 
away recently at a private hospital in 
Kolkata. The 90-year-old Magsaysay 
awardee was admitted to the 
hospital in south Kolkata on June 

22 with septicemia and urinary infection. She was 
also suffering from diabetes. Wife of one of Bengal’s 
most prolific playwrights and litterateurs, Bijon 
Bhattacharya, the activist-writer grew up in the family 
of Bengal’s leading writers, poets and filmmakers. 
Filmmaker Ritwick Ghatak was her uncle. Influenced 
by the Communist movement of the 1940s, she chose 
to work among the poorest of the poor in the tribal 
areas of southern West Bengal and in other parts of 
the country.

(Courtesy: The Hindu)

Lakshmi Holmstrom dead
Lakshmi Holmstrom, who translated 

works of many modern Tamil writers, 
including Pudumaipithan, Mouni, 
Ashokamitran, Sundara Ramasamy, 
Ambai, Imayam and Salma, into 
English, died recently in England.

Holmstrom translated Ashoka-
mitran’s Appavin Snehithar and Thanneer. 
Though her translation of other writers 

is well appreciated, there is an opinion that she could 
not succeed in rendering Pudumaipithan’s works in 
English. Historian and author A.R. Venkatachalpathy 
said Lakshmi was single-handedly responsible for 
getting recognition for modern Tamil writers in the 
international literary arena.

Lakshmi, a Tamil, was brought up in Bengaluru. 
She did her M. Litt from Oxford University on R.K. 
Narayan. She was married to noted anthropologist 
Mark Holmstrom, who specialised on industrial cities 
in India. She was appointed Member of the Order 
of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2011 New Year’s 
Honours list for Service to Literature.

Lakshmi first compiled a collection of short stories 
— The Inner Courtyard — by Indian women writers 
and she translated Yellow Fish, a Short Story by Ambai. 
She had also translated poetry, particularly of Sri 
Lankan Tamil writers bearing witness to the civil war, 
into English.

               (Courtesy: The Hindu)

ABP News appoints new 
editorial director

Senior Journalist and Dainik Jagran’s national 
bureau chief Raj Kishore is all set to start his new 
innings at ABP News where he will join as executive 
editor and look after political news. Kishore has more 
than two decades experience in the print media and 
was associated with Amar Ujala before joining Dainik 
Jagran in 2003.

          (Courtesy: exchange4media.com)
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Disasters shatter and destroy lives. 
They spread poverty and undermine development.
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